
 
 
 
January 12, 2011 
 
Sharon Gillett, Chief Wireline Competition Bureau  
Federal Communications Commission  
445 12th Street, S.W.  
Washington, DC 20554 

Re:  WC Docket No. 02-60; Requests by Oregon Health Network for Additional Pilot 
Program Funding and Extension of the FCL Deadline 

Dear Ms. Gillett, 

I am writing to support the Oregon Health Network (“OHN”) request for additional 
funding and the requests by OHN and other Rural Health Care Pilot Networks for extensions of 
time.  Areas of difficulty in meeting the deadlines for the Rural Health Care Pilot Program 
(“RHCPP”) include: 

• Obtaining Letters of Agency;  
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 to 

• Meeting the Competitive bidding requirements associated with the FCC proce

• Conducting extended contract negotiations among multiple service provide

• Developing a sustainable financial mod

• Delays in starting the network process and the effective spend-out period projected
exceed the 5 year limit imposed in the Order. 

While the Colorado Health Care Connections and Rocky Mountain Health Net obtained 
their full awards with single Funding Commitment Letters, we recognize that many other 
networks took different approaches to implementation and may also be encountering difficulties 
in implementation. 

In addition, the Colorado Network initiatives are in full support of the recommendations 
presented by OHN with respect to the recent Notice of Proposed Rulemaking.  These include: 

• Leased Network Capacity – Support for Operating Leases; 

• Support for Network Administrative Expenses and the eligibility of Network 
Operations Centers (data centers); 

• Continued support for subsidized connectivity for both urban and rural health care 
providers at the current FCC Pilot Program rate of 85%; 

• Recognizing rural for-profit health care clinics and sole practitioners providing higher 
levels of Medicare patient volumes as “eligible for subsidy”; 



Finally, the Colorado Network initiatives support OHN’s recent request for additional 
funding from the relinquished or unused remaining RHCPP funds.   We believe these funds 
should not remain idle while projects such as OHN have viable and credible plans to put them to 
immediate use to benefit rural communities.  We also strongly believe these dedicated RHCPP 
funds should stay within the Rural Health Care Programs and remain dedicated to investment in 
health broadband infrastructure that will benefit rural Americans. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
Stephen C Ward, FACHE 
Project Coordinator 
Colorado Telehealth Network 
Colorado Health Care Connections 
Rocky Mountain Health Net 
7335 East Orchard Road 
Greenwood Village, CO 80111 
720-330-6065 
steve.ward@cha.com 
 


