
 

 

 

The recent Appeals Court decision directing the Federal Communications Commission to reconsider

its decision to award the 1-800-SUICIDE number to SAMSHA, thereby making it part of the National

Suicide Prevention Lifeline Program raises the possibility that there will once more be two separate

programs again.  In our agency's experience this did not work well for the health and safety of clients

across the United States.  The National Suicide Prevention Lifeline has succeeded in providing

unification, support, financial stability and -- most critically -- clinical structure for all of the accredited

member agencies in its network.  Its monthly reporting, annual financial support, best practices

updates and research functions have been a breath of fresh air for the agencies that had participated

in the 1-800-SUICIDE network prior to the transfer.  Our agency -- San Francisco Suicide Prevention

-- would like to advocate strongly for maintenance of the status quo for the health and safety of our

clients.  
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