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Alaska DOT&PF is interested in expanding the role of Traveler information Stations to include such
information as weather alerts for difficult or hazardous conditions, motor vehicle crashes, road closures and
construction causing major traffic delays, AMBER Alerts, terrorist threat level alerts, and any other
information that would help inform the general public. We view this as another venue for sharing travel
information such as provided on our 511 traveler information system. The Alaska 511 system also provides
a link to National Weather System alerts through the phone and website.

We think the TIS should be limited to information related to travel advisories, public health and/or safety,
and emergencies. If it includes private advertisements for local business or landmarks, it could become
bombarded with information that the general public already receives through other media outlets. We
encourage excluding this type of information as much as possible.

The Clarus Regional Demonstration Concept of Operations, Alaska — Canada (ALCAN) Highway Road
Weather Portal Addendum (May 2010) proposed deploying the National Weather Service (NWS) low
wattage transmitters similar to those now deployed in the joint NWS — United States Coast Guard venture
along the coastal sections of Alaska. The State of Alaska would like to partner with the NWS to expand the
weather radio sites along the ALCAN Highway Corridor for traveler information and natural resource
development. The current low wattage (5 watts) transmitter sites are shown in the NOAA Weather Radio
(NWR) network maps. The NWS Fairbanks Forecast Office could tailor the information specifically to these
transmitters, which would include the Clarus observations along the route. The goal would be push the
Clarus road weather information to each site via satellite. The NWS also has a satellite delivery program on
the books but has not yet deployed any sites.
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