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February 15, 2011

Chairman Julius Genachowski
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW

Washinpton, DC 20554

Re:  Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service Lifeline and Link Up
CC Docket No. 96-45; WC Docket 03-109

Dear Chairman Genachowski,

First and foremost, we as members of the Kentucky Gencral Assembly would like to commend the
efforts of the Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service and Lifeline and Link Up. Since the
introduction of this program, low-income and rura] populations in our Commanwealth and across the
nation have been able to benefit from the helpful telecommunications services provided by Lifeline. We
would also like to commend the board on its decision to cut waste, abuse and fraud within the program,
so that it can continue to provide access to underprivileged families in an even more efficient manncr.

America is struggling to overcome many economic challenges including a skyrocketing vnemployment
rate. According to the U.S. Department of Labor, the unemployment rate here in Kentucky is at 10%.
That's higher than the national average and 39 other states. Statewide statistics show that the
unemployment rate is higher now than it has been in decades and more of my constituents find
themselves rclying on government assistance for the first time in their lives.

Academic studies have shown that access to phone service leads to greater chances of employment. The
Lifeline program has been essential in helping people contact employers, inquire about job
opportunities, and receive updates on application statuses. The program also gives families a way to
contact family members and get help in case of an emergency. In the current economic climate, it's
more crucial than aver.

While this program provides many benefits, there is certainly a need to help eliminate waste and abuse
in this program, so we agree with the Board’s recomtnendation that the Commission put together a plan
for uniformity in areas that would apply to all Eligible Telecommunications Carriers (ETCs).

However, we fear that some of our constituents may lose access to Lifeline in the process. As elected
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officials, we want to make sure that low-income support of the fund remains in tact and that the program
remains free and accessible to those who qualify. As more people qualify for government assistance, it is
important that we keep programs like Lifeline active until our economy strengthens.

T urge the Commission to adopt the recommendations from the Federal-State Joint Board, without
jeopardizing funding for low-income support or hindering competition in an already underserved
market. For example, the FCC should not mandate monthly subscriber fees for Lifeline users, which
would only add an unnecessary administrative burden to carriers and consumers. The FCC should
instead establish eligibility database which is the best approach to curtailing fraud.

Thank you for your continued service to my constituents and our country. I hope that any proposed
changes to the Lifeline program will only strengthen and not hinder this vital program.

Smcerely,
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Commissioner Michael J. Copps:

Commissioner Robert McDowell: Robert. McDowell@Ecc gov i
Commissioner Mignon Clybum: Mignon. Clyburn@fec.gov
Commisgioner Meredith Attwell Baker: Meredith. Bilsg;@fcc EOV
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Speaker Greg Stumbo
Speaker Pro Tem, Larry Clark

Majority Floor Leader, Rep. Rocky
Adkins

Maj. Caucus Chair, Rep. Robert
Damron

Maj. Whip, Rep. Tommy Thompson

Rep. W. Keith Hall, District 93
Rep. John J. Arnold, )r., District 7
Rep. Fred Nesler, District 2

Rep. Fritz Steele, District 84
Rep. Wilson Stone, District 22
Rep. Terry Mills, District 24
Rep. Johnny Bell, District 23
Rep. Dennis Keene, District 67
Rep. Rick W. Rand, District 89

Rep. Will R. Coursey, District 6
Rep. Carl P. Rollins, 1], District 56
Rep. Leslie Combs, District 94
Rep. Hubert Collins, District 97
Rep. Kevin Sinnette, District 100
Rep. Jody Richards, District 20
Rep. John Tilley, District 8

Rep. Jeff Greer, District 27

Rep. Richard Henderson, District 74
Rep. Brent Yonts, District 15

Rep. Melvin Henley, District 5
Rep. Jim Glenn, District 13

Rep. Arnold Simpson, District 65
Rep. Mike Denham, District 70
Rep. Royce W. Adams, District 61



