
Convergence Technologies, Inc.
 

CTI Rural Open Access WiMAX Network
 

Last Mile
 

$1,434,375 Loan
 

$4,303,125 Grant
 

Convergence Technologies, Inc., will offer last-mile
 

wireless broadband and VolP in Cook, Kankakee,
 

and Will counties in Illinois and Lake, Newton,
 
and Porter counties in Indiana. The project will
 

utilize WiMAX technology as a platform to deliver
 

broadband service speeds of up to 11 Mbps. The
 

network will make services available to 43,755
 

households, 9,497 businesses, and 3 anchor
 

institutions. The project will create or save 26 jobs.
 

Norlight, Inc.
 

Illinois VDB Network Expansion
 

Last Mile
 

$3,311,324 Loan
 

$7,726,423 Grant
 

Norlight, Inc., will implement the Illinois VDB
 

Network Expansion project to provide a wireless
 

network to 13 unserved and underserved areas in
 

central Illinois. This fixed wireless deployment will
 

consist of a network of 72 towers providing high


speed broadband of greater than 5 Mbps. Counties
 

covered include all or parts of Bond, Calhoun,
 

Cass, Christian, Fayette, Greene, Jersey, Macoupin,
 
Montgomery, Morgan, Pike, Scott, and Shelby. The
 

network will make services available to 75,253
 

households, 9,737 businesses, and 804 anchor
 

institutions. The project will create or save 36 jobs.
 

Shawnee Telephone Company
 

Shawnee's FTTH Project: Focused Economic
 
Revitalization and Sustainable Transformation of
 
Southern Illinois
 

Last Mile
 

$6,249,989 Loan
 

$1,102,940 Grant
 

Shawnee Telephone Company will deploy an FTTH
 

network capable of 1 Gbps broadband service
 

speeds in PFSAs that rank among the lowest in per
 

household income and the highest in unemployment
 

in southern Illinois. The network will make services
 
available to 1,209 households, 438 businesses, and 35
 

anchor institutions. The project will create 91 jobs.
 

Utopian Wireless Corporati 

Utopian Bushnell WiMAX Project 

Last Mile 

$66,091 Loan 

$198,271 Grant 

Utopian Wireless Corporation will provide 4G wireless 

broadband service to underserved communities near 

Bushnell. The PFSA is rural and covers approximately 

1,481 households, 102 businesses, and 32 anchor 

institutions. Utopian will deploy a broadband 

wireless system that features Motorola Mobile WiMAX 

technology for efficient air interface optimized for IP, 

built-in support for advanced antenna technologies 

like MIMO, and quality-of-service controls that enable 

differentiated services and open access. The system 

includes WiMAX access points, wireless and wired 
backhaul, ASN-GW, CSN, and an IP core that supports 

authentication and traffic routing to application 
servers and the Internet. Utopian will offer tiered 

services with average minimum downlink speeds of 

at least 1.8 Mbps. The project will create 10 jobs. 

Utopian Wireless Corporation 

Utopian Cairo WiMAX Project 

Last Mile 

$68.686 Loan 

$206,055 Grant 

The Utopian Cairo WiMAX project will make 

available advanced 4G wireless broadband service 

to underserved communities in and around Cairo. 
The PFSA includes the 62914 ZIP code area in 

Alexander County, where Cairo is the county 

seat. The PFSA is rural and covers approximately 

1,746 households, 87 businesses, and 43 anchor 

institutions. Using licensed 2.5 GHz spectrum, 

Utopian will deploy a broadband wireless system 

that features Motorola Mobile WiMAX technology, 

which offers several advantages over other wireless 

technologies, including a highly efficient air interface 
optimized for IP. built-in support for advanced 

antenna technologies like MIMO, and quality-of

service controls that enable differentiated services 

and open access. The project will create 10 jobs. 
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Utopian Wireless Corporation will provide 4G wireless 

broadband service to underserved communities 

near Flora. The rural PFSA covers approximately 

2,791 households, 276 businesses, and 86 anchor 

institutions. Utopian will deploy a broadband 

wireless system that features Motorola Mobile WiMAX 

technology for efficient air interface optimized for IP, 

built-in support for advanced antenna technologies 

like MIMO, and quality-of-service controls that enable 

differentiated services and open access. The system 

includes WiMAX access points, wireless and wired 

backhaul, ASN-GW, CSN, and an IP core that supports 

traffic authentication and routing to application 

servers and the Internet. Utopian will offer tiered 

services with average minimum downlink speeds of 
at least 1.8 Mbps. Utopian will hire full-time local staff 

in the PFSA, including up to three sales people to 

prepare for launch. The project will create 10 jobs. 

Utopian Wireless Corporation 

Utopian Monmouth WiMAX Project 

Last Mile 

$150,063 Loan 

$450,189 Grant 

The Utopian Monmouth WiMAX project will make 

available advanced 4G wireless broadband service 

to underserved communities in the Monmouth area. 

The PFSA includes the 61462 ZIP code area in Warren 

County, where Monmouth is the county seat. The 

PFSA covers 4,419 households, 290 businesses, 

and 95 anchor institutions. Using licensed 2.5 GHz 

spectrum, Utopian Wireless Corporation will deploy 

a broadband wireless system that features Motorola 

Mobile WiMAX technology. The average minimum 

downlink speeds for Utopian Wireless subscribers will 

be at least 1.8 Mbps. The project will create 10 jobs. 

Utopian Wireless Corporation 

Utopian White Hall WiMAX Project 

Last Mile 

$63,594 Loan 

$190,780 Grant 

The Utopian White Hall WiMAX project will make 

available advanced 4G wireless broadband service 

to underserved communities in and around White 

Hall. The PFSA includes the 62092 ZIP code area 

in Greene County. The PFSA is rural and covers 

1,224 households, 147 businesses, and 36 anchor 

institutions. Utilizing licensed 2.5 GHz spectrum, 

Utopian will deploy a broadband wireless system that 

features Motorola Mobile WiMAX technology. WiMAX 

offers a number of advantages over other wireless 
technologies, including a highly efficient air interface 

optimized for IP, built-in support for advanced 

antenna technologies like MIMO, and quality-of

service controls that enable differentiated services 

and open access. The project will create 10 jobs. 
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INDIANA
 

Camden Telephone Company, Inc. 

Camden Telephone Company, Inc.: Broadband 
Project to Serve Rural Unserved Establishments 

Last Mile 

$1,089,955 Grant 

Camden Telephone Company, Inc. (Camden Tel), a 

subsidiary of TDS Telecom, will bring high-speed 

broadband service to unserved premises in its rural 

franchise service territory. Camden Tel is the State

certified ILEC in Indiana. The project will serve five 

PFSAs, located within its franchise service territory, 

which are 100 percent rural and include three 

communities. This project will build a broadband 

network that will make services available to 326 

rural unserved premises (309 households and 17 

businesses) to provide them with access to high
speed broadband service (20 Mbps upstream and 

downstream combined). The project will provide 

DSL broadband capability to unserved premises and 

deliver broadband high-speed capabilities of 20 Mbps 

(upstream and downstream combined). The project 

will deploy Ethernet-over-copper technology, provide 

VDSL2 access devices that are packaged in an FTTN 

configuration, and upgrade access in the central office 

to support the extension of the broadband networks 

to these remote areas. The project will use paN FTTH 

where economically feasible and allow for future paN 

upgrades without needing to rebuild the transport 

routes. The project will create or save 29 jobs. 

Convergence Technologies, Inc. 

CTI Rural Open Access WiMAX Network 

Last Mile 

$1,378,125 Loan 

$4,134,375 Grant 

Convergence Technologies, Inc., will offer last-mile 

wireless broadband and VolP in Cook, Kankakee, and 

Will counties in Illinois and Lake, Newton, and Porter 

counties in Indiana. The project will utilize WiMAX 

technology as a platform to deliver broadband 
service speeds of up to 11 Mbps. The network will 

make services available to 42,039 households, 

9,124 businesses, and 3 anchor institutions. The 

project will create or save more than 25 jobs. 

Round 2: IN-Franklin Last Mile 

DigitalBridge Communications Corp., will provide

4G broadband service to unserved and underserved

DigitalBridge Communicatl 

Last Mile 

$397,224 Loan 

$397,224 Grant 

portions of Franklin County. The project will 

utilize last-mile broadband access via fixed and 

mobile WiMAX technology. Service will include 

Internet access and VolP service speeds of up to 4 

Mbps. The network will make services available to 

2,673 households, 266 businesses, and 41 anchor 

institutions. The project will create or save six jobs. 

Home Telephone Company, Inc. 

Home Telephone Company, Inc.: Broadband Project 
to Serve Rural Unserved Establishments 

Last Mile 

$416,743 Grant 

Home Telephone Company, Inc. (Home Tel), a 

subsidiary of TDS Telecom, will bring high-speed 

broadband service to unserved premises in its rural 

franchise service territory. Home Tel is the State

certified ILEC in Indiana. The project will serve two 

100 percent rural PFSAs, which have 178 premises 

(176 households and 2 businesses) with no access to 

broadband service. The project will build a network 

to provide access to high-speed broadband service 

(20 Mbps upstream and downstream combined). The 

network will deploy Ethernet-over-copper technology, 

provide VDSL2 access devices that are packaged in 

an FTTN configuration, upgrade access in the central 

office to support the extension of the broadband 
networks to these remote areas, use paN FTTH 

where economically feasible, and allow for future paN 

upgrades without needing to rebuild the transport 

routes. The project will create or save 11 jobs. 
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;»0.0:'''+.0 II Grant 

Sunman Telecommunications will create a 700 MHz 

WiMAX build-out plan to serve rural communities 

within Indiana. This project will provide needed 

broadband service to households, businesses, and 

key community organizations in underserved rural 

communities. About 1 percent of this network 

will also serve a small area in Kentucky. The 

network will make services available to 52,657 

households, 11,025 businesses, and 135 anchor 

institutions. The project will create 25 jobs. 

Tipton Telephone Company, Inc. 

Tipton Telephone Company, Inc.: Broadband Project 
to Serve Rural Unserved Establishments 

Last Mile 

$1,011,971 Grant 

Tipton Telephone Company, Inc. (Tipton Tel), 

a subsidiary of TDS Telecom, will bring high-

speed broadband service to unserved premises 

in its rural franchise service territory. Tipton Tel 

is the State-certified ILEC in Indiana. The project 

will serve three 100 percent rural PFSAs, which 

include two communities with 382 premises (332 

households and 50 businesses) with no access to 

any broadband service. As engineered, the network 

will deploy Ethernet-over-copper technology, 

provide VDSL2 access devices that are packaged 

in an FTTN configuration, upgrade access in the 

central office to support the extension of the 

broadband networks to these remote areas, use 

PON FTTH where economically feasible, and allow 

for future PON upgrades without needing to rebuild 

the transport routes. Target speed to unserved 

customers is at 20 Mbps (upstream and downstream 
combined). The project will create or save 27 jobs. 

Tri-County Telephone Company, Inc. 

Tri-County Telephone Company, Inc.: Broadband 
Project to Serve Rural Unserved Establishments 

Last Mile 

$593,273 Grant 

Tri-County Telephone Company, Inc. (Tri-County 

Tel), a subsidiary of TDS Telecom, will bring high

speed broadband service to unserved premises in 

its rural franchise service territory. Tri-County Tel is 

the State-certified ILEC in Indiana. The project will 

serve three 100 percent rural PFSAs in its franchise 

service territory, which includes five communities. 

Within the PFSAs, there are 245 premises (234 

households, 10 businesses, and 1anchor institution) 

with no access to broadband service. The project 

will deploy Ethernet-over-copper technology, provide 

VDSL2 access devices that are packaged in an 

FTTN configuration, upgrade access in the central 

office to support the extension of the broadband 

networks to these remote areas, use PON FTTH 
where economically feasible, and allow for future 

PON upgrades without needing to rebuild the 

transport routes. The target speed to unserved 

customers is 20 Mbps (upstream and downstream 

combined). The project will create or save 16 jobs. 

IOWA
 

Breda Telephone Corporation 

Breda and Lidderdale Town and Rural Fiber-to-the
Premises Overbuild 

Last Mile 

$783,572 Loan 

$1,828,337 Grant 

Breda Telephone Corporation will overbuild with 

FTTP two of its seven rural ILEC exchanges, 

which are adjacent to each other in west central 

Iowa. The overbuild would allow high-speed 

Internet and video services to reach all of the 

customers in the Breda and Lidderdale exchanges, 
supplementing their present land line phone 

services. The network will make services available 
to 609 households, 77 businesses, and 3 anchor 

institutions. The project will create 56 jobs. 
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Clear Lake Independent Telephone Company, Inc. 

Clear Lake Independent Telephone Company: Fiber
to-the-Home Broadband Deployment Project 

Last Mile 

$2.373,138 Loan 

$5,537,324 Grant 

Clear Lake Independent Telephone Company, Inc., 

will deploy FTTH broadband as a key part of the 

infrastructure development needed to drive and 

sustain economic growth and community vitality. 

The project will serve 3,991 households, 342 

businesses, and 22 anchor institutions, with 
893 households, 20 businesses, and 1anchor 

institution in the PFSA. Service tiers will run 

from 3 to 20 Mbps. The network design uses 

paN infrastructure over existing Calix Networks 

systems. EXisting systems for POTS, data, and 

video services will be integrated with the new fiber
optic network. The project will create two jobs. 

C-M-L Telephone Cooperative Association 

Meriden and Archer Fiber-to-the-Home Project 

Last Mile Non-remote 

$1,519,225 Grant 

C-M-L Telephone Cooperative Association will 

deploy FTTH technology to provide broadband 

service via fiber-optic network to rural Iowa 

communities, including Archer and Meriden. The 
C-M-L Telephone Cooperative Association will offer 

services that include high-speed Internet exceeding 

20 Mbps, digital television, and telephone service. 

The network will make services available to 285 

households, 14 businesses, and 2 anchor institutions. 

Eastlight, LLC 

Southeast Iowa Rural Wireless Broadband 

Last Mile Non-remote 

$3,836,926 Loan 

Eastlight, LLC will serve more than 80 small rural 
communities with high-speed, affordable Internet 

using wireless technology. The Southeast Iowa 

Rural Wireless Broadband project will extend high

speed broadband coverage into villages, towns, 

and unincorporated areas of 12 Iowa counties 

across 6,226 square miles with 144,000 residents 

in unserved and underserved areas. The network 

will make services available to 61,236 households, 

31,014 businesses, and 370 anchor institutions. 

The project will create an estimated 40 jobs. 
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Ellsworth Cooperative Teleph 

Ellsworth Fiber-to-the-Home Broa 
Project 

Last Mile 

$1,580,609 Loan 

$3,688,087 Grant 

Ellsworth Cooperative Telephone Association 
will provide high-speed Internet service in the 

communities of Ellsworth and Garden City and 

their surrounding rural areas via an FTTH network. 

The network will make services available to 

502 households, 305 businesses, and 8 anchor 

institutions. The project will create one job. 

F&B Communications, Inc. 

F&B Communications FTTH Stimulus Project 

Last Mile Non-remote 

$1,628,588 Loan 

$1,609,162 Grant 

F&B Communications will deploy FTTH technology to 

provide advanced broadband service via a high-speed 
fiber-optic network, with speeds exceeding 20 Mbps, 

to the rural areas surrounding the Iowa communities 

of Bennett, Delmar, and Lowden. The system will also 

allow for expansion at a future date. The network 

will make services available to 444 households. 

The project will create an estimated 25 jobs. 

Farmers' Telephone Company 

Farmers' Telephone Company Fiber-to-the-Premises 
OverbUild 

Last Mile 

$9,367,926 Loan 

$9,367,927 Grant 

Farmers' Telephone Company will construct an 

FTTP network to provide greater than 20 Mbps 

broadband access to households and businesses in 
the exchange areas of Greene, Little Cedar, Marble 

Rock, New Haven, Plymouth, Riceville, St. Ansgar, and 

Stacyville. The network will make services available 
to 3,284 households, 148 businesses, and 22 anchor 

institutions. The project will create 255 jobs. 
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ne Corporation 

iber-to-the-Home Broadband 
ject - Service Area 4 

Grand River Mutual Telephone Corporation will 

provide broadband service to the towns of Lorimor, 

Murray, and Thayer and their surrounding rural areas 

via an FTTH network. The network will make services 

available to 1,074 homes, 498 businesses, and 10 

anchor institutions. The project will create 22 jobs. 

Grand River Mutual Telephone Corporation 

Grand River Mutual Fiber-to-the-Home Broadband 
Deployment Project - Service Area 5 

Last Mile 

$5,108,257 Loan 

$11,919,267 Grant 

Grand River Mutual Telephone Corporation 

will provide broadband service to the towns of 

Allerton, Corydon, Lineville, and Millerton, Iowa 

and Powersville, Missouri and their surrounding 

rural areas. The network will make services 

available to 1,677 households, 285 businesses, and 

30 anchor institutions along the Iowa-Missouri 

border. The project will create 34 jobs. 

Hospers Telephone Exchange, Inc. 

HTC Fiber-to-the-Home Broadband Deployment 
Project 

Last Mile 

$2,497,621 Loan 

$5,827,781 Grant 

Hospers Telephone Exchange, Inc., will serve one 

PFSA in the town of Hospers and its surrounding rural 

areas in Lyon, O'Brien, Osceola, and Sioux counties. 

The network in this PFSA will make services available 

to 859 households, 168 businesses, and 9 anchor 

institutions. Hospers will provide voice or POTS, 

Internet access, and video services over a GPON 

FTTH. Hospers will use connections to FiberNet 

to provide high-bandwidth Internet connectivity. 

Customers will have an uninterruptible power 

supply and an optical network terminal installed 

on premises to convert the fiber-based access 

network to the copper-based systems used in the 

home. The Hospers Area Development Corporation 

currently finds it difficult to serve the needs of local 

businesses and attract new business development 

to the area, in part because it lacks an adequate 

broadband infrastructure. The project will aid 

economic development in the communities it serves 

by providing faster connections to businesses. The 

project will create or save an estimated eight jobs. 

Iowa Telecommunications Services, Inc. 

Connecting Rural Iowa: High-Speed Broadband 
Expansion 1 

Last Mile 

$5,163,935 Grant 

Iowa Telecommunications Services, Inc. (Iowa 
Telecom), an ILEC, will provide an FTTN network to 

deliver broadband service using DSL technology. In 

the 42 PFSAs that comprise this last-mile network, 

Iowa Telecom will establish new DLC/DSL nodes to 

expand high-speed broadband capability to deliver 
broadband speeds of 3 Mbps up to 15 Mbps for 

residential and business customers. The project 

will make services available to approximately 

2,908 households and 7,367 businesses. During 

the initialS-year period, some of the FTTN fiber 

will be used for backhaul facilities for multiple 

wireless carriers as they expand more deeply into 

rural markets. The project will create 21 jobs. 
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Iowa Telecommunications Services, Inc. 

Connecting Rural Iowa: High-Speed Broadband 
Expansion 2 

Last Mile 

$12,236,836 Grant 

Iowa Telecommunications Services, Inc. (Iowa 

Telecom), an ILEC, will provide an FTTN network to 

deliver broadband service using DSL technology. 

Iowa Telecom will establish new DLCjDSL nodes 

to expand high-speed broadband capability to 

80 PFSAs that comprise this last-mile network to 

deliver broadband speeds of 3 Mbps up to 15 Mbps 

for residential and business customers. This project 

will make services available to approximately 3,717 

households and 14,291 businesses. During the 

initialS-year period, some of the FTTN fiber will 

be used to provide backhaul facilities for multiple 

wireless carriers as they expand more deeply into 

rural markets. The project will create 21 jobs. 

La Motte Telephone Company 

Springbrook Wireless Internet Project 

Last Mile Non-remote 

$187,815 Loan 

$187,815 Grant 

La Motte Telephone Company will provide wireless 

broadband service from a 300-foot tower and 

WiMAX installation. This project is expected to 

primarily serve homes in an underserved rural 

area. The network will make services available 

to 264 households, 6 businesses, and 2 anchor 

institutions. The project will create four jobs. 

Municipal Communications Utility of the City of 
Cedar Falls (Cedar Falls Utilities) 

CFU Broadband Expansion 

Last Mile 

$873,433 Grant 

Cedar Falls Utilities will offer broadband service 
speeds of up to 50 Mbps in rural Black Hawk, 

Butler, and Grundy counties. The new broadband 

system will employ a combination of state-of-the

art broadband wireless and FTTP technologies in 

an area that is 90 percent unserved. The network 

will make services available to 701 households and 
259 businesses. The project will create 11 jobs. 

Southwest

Southwest Iowa Fiber-to-the-Hom

Southwest Telephone Exchange, Inc., will provide

Telephone Exch 

Deployment Project 

Last Mile 

$1,796,199 Loan 

$4,191,131 Grant 

broadband service to the towns of Emerson, 

Henderson, Imogene, and their surrounding rural 

areas. The network will make services available to 587 

households, 55 businesses, and 9 anchor institutions in 

Fremont, Mills, Montgomery, Page, and Pottawattamie 

counties. The project will create six jobs. 

Winnebago Cooperative Telecom Association 

WCTA 2010 Broadband Initiative 

Last Mile 

$8.245,610 Loan 

$8,245,610 Grant 

Winnebago Cooperative Telecom Association 

(WCTA) will provide last-mile high-speed wireline 

broadband FTTP to rural areas in north-central Iowa 

and south-central Minnesota. The infrastructure will 
support existing rural wireless tower facilities for 

future growth and bandwidth expansion to 3G and 

4G networks and beyond. The project will build on a 

previously deployed FTTN system. The PFSA serves 

portions of 21 communities in 5 counties in Iowa and 2 

counties in Minnesota. This project will make services 

available to 2,839 premises, including 138 mainly 

home businesses, and will offer broadband service at 

combined speeds ranging from 5 Mbps to 25 Mbps. 

WCTA will also offer digital video and unlimited local 

voice services. The project will create or save 40 jobs. 

KANSAS
 

H & B Communications, Inc. 

FTTH - Rural Ellinwood and Claflin, Kansas 

Last Mile 

$1,965,455 Loan 

$4,586,064 Grant 

H & B Communications, Inc., will provide high-speed 

broadband to the rural communities surrounding 

Claflin and Ellinwood. The network will serve 

751 households, 91 businesses, and 23 anchor 

institutions. The project will create five jobs. 
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Home Communications, Inc. (HCI) will upgrade its 

network, installing FTTP facilities to eliminate a last

mile bottleneck in rural areas of Canton. HCI provides 

broadband service to more. than 1,200 customers in 

Kansas. This upgrade will provide access to higher 

bandwidth for its customers. HCI already offers 

FTTP service in the town portion of this exchange; 

therefore, the town of Canton is excluded from 

this PFSA. None of the premises in this PFSA has 

access to 5 Mbps service (upstream and downstream 

combined). The project will make services available 

to 253 premises (219 households, 24 businesses, and 

10 anchor institutions). HCI will implement FTTP using 

GPON, International Telecommunication Union, and 

Full Service Access Networks G.984 standards. This 

project will create or save an estimated three jobs. 

Iowa Tribe of Kansas and Nebraska 

Iowa Tribe of Kansas and Nebraska Fiber-to-the
Premise 

Last Mile 

$764,833 Grant 

The Iowa Tribe of Kansas and Nebraska will build 

an FTTP network on its federally recognized 

reservation. The network will be the first of its 

type in the area. The FTTP network will cover 100 

percent of the PFSA and make services available 

to 68 households, 12 businesses, and 10 anchor 

institutions. Although the public service entities are 

under the jurisdiction of the Iowa Tribe of Kansas 

and Nebraska, they often provide services to the 

surrounding communities. The project will provide 

Internet access using a buried FTTP network for 

high reliability and exceptional capacity and speed. 
Broadband service speeds will be up to 20 Mbps 

(15 Mbps downstream and 5 Mbps upstream). The 

project will use a technological agnostic distribution 

system to increase the economic efficiency of its 

network. The project will create three jobs, and 

an advanced network will generate economic 

development and job opportunities in the area. 

JBN Telephone Company, Inc. 

JBN East Towns 

Last Mile 

$1,000,568 Loan 

$2,323,576 Grant 

JBN Telephone Company, Inc., will deploy 

FTTP broadband throughout the towns of 

Corning, Goff, Havensville, Netawaka, Soldier, 

and Wetmore. The network will serve 427 

households, 29 businesses, and 21 anchor 

institutions. The project will create three jobs. 

Madison Telephone, LLC 

Madison-Lamont FTTP 

Last Mile Non-remote 

$3,519,750 Loan 

$3,519,750 Grant 

Madison Telephone, LLC will deploy FTTP 

technology throughout its certified service area, 

including the telephone exchanges of Madison and 
Lamont. The network will make services available 

to 601 households, 81 businesses, and 40 anchor 

institutions. The project will create nine jobs. 

Peoples Telecommunications, LLC 

Peoples Telecommunications Rural FTTP 

Last Mile 

$3,891,062 Loan 

$3,891,061 Grant 

Peoples Telecommunications, LLC (PTL) will 

upgrade the LaCygne telephone exchange to 

eliminate the last-mile bottleneck in the rural area 

and provide access to high-speed broadband for 

premises with no broadband service. The project 

will make services available to 760 households, 50 

businesses, and 7 anchor institutions in this rural 

area. PTL will offer high-speed data and voice 
services over FTTP facilities at speeds of 15 Mbps 

downstream and 5 Mbps upstream. PTL provides 

broadband service to more than 500 customers 
in the LaCygne exchange and extending coverage 

with this project will promote rural economic 

development. The project will create or save 10 jobs. 
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Rural Telephone Service Co., Inc. 

Rural Opportunities Delivered 

Last Mile Non-remote 

$51,612,842 Loan 

$49,588,807 Grant 

Rural Telephone Service Co., will provide service in 

a 4,600-square-mile area of western Kansas that 

is 99.5 percent unserved and underserved. The 

project will provide a rural infrastructure required for 

economic stability, education, and healthcare. Rural 

Telephone leads a team of seven companies with 

this shovel-ready project. A portion of this project 

will also be implemented in Nebraska. The network 

will make services available to 18,342 households, 

4,372 businesses, and 335 anchor institutions. 

The project will create an estimated 179 jobs. 

South Central Telephone Association, Inc. 

Lake City & Sun City Rural FTTH 

Last Mile Remote 

$871,200 Grant 

South Central Telephone Association, Inc., will 

bring FTTH broadband service to all unserved 

establishments in the exchanges of Lake City and 
Sun City. The network will make services available 

to 79 households, 8 businesses, and 1anchor 
institution. The project will create seven jobs. 

South Central Wireless, Inc. 

South Central Wireless - Attica, Kansas Fiber-to-the
Premise 

Last Mile 

$560,000 Loan 

$557,621 Grant 

South Central Wireless, Inc., will construct an FTTP 

infrastructure for Attica to offer voice and high-

speed service ranging from 1.5 Mbps to 20 Mbps. The 

network will serve 314 households, 41 businesses, and 
10 anchor institutions. The project will create nine jobs. 

Totah Communications, Inc. 

Totah Broadband Expansion Proje 

Last Mile Non-remote 

$2,426,053 Loan 

$1,830,180 Grant 

Totah Communications, Inc., will upgrade existing 

copper-fed DSL nodes to fiber-fed DSL nodes. This 

project will also install additional fiber-fed DSL 

nodes throughout the service area. The total route 

will cover approximately 152 miles and will serve 

approximately 800 new customers. A portion of 

this project will also be implemented in Oklahoma. 

The network will make services available to 422 

households, 9 businesses, and 8 anchor institutions. 

The project will create an estimated 25 jobs. 

Wave Wireless, LLC 

Wave Wireless Southeast Kansas Broadband 
Expansion Project 

Last Mile 

$619,147 Loan 

$1,857,441 Grant 

Wave Wireless will expand its high-speed broadband 

access to the rural unserved and underserved 

southeast Kansas PFSA. The project, covering 849 

square miles, has an overall household density of 

3.6 per square mile. The project will make services 

available to 2,890 households, 2,106 businesses, 

and 72 anchor institutions using a combination 

of WiMAX and 900 MHz systems. Wave Wireless 

will deliver significant upgrades using WiMAX 

technology and will build an additional 6 towers 

on its existing network of 19 towers and will 

lease 1 tower location. The upgraded equipment 

will provide higher service tiers at 2.5 Mbps and 

768 Kbps. The project will create 12 jobs. 
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hills Broadband Initiatives Project 

Last Mile 

$6,291,744 Loan 

$14,680,738 Grant 

Foothills Rural Telephone Cooperative Corporation, 

Inc., will provide FTTH to portions of Lawrence and 

Magoffin counties in the Foothills service area. The 

PFSAs lack access to high-speed broadband data and 

quality video feeds that include local content. The 

PFSAs in this project will make services available to 2,247 

households, 780 businesses, and 8 anchor institutions. 

The access network will use FTTH technology to 

deliver broadband and will use GPON standards 
with 2.48 Gigabit rates downstream and 1.2 Gigabit 

rates upstream. The project will create 326 jobs. 

Highland Telephone Cooperative, Inc. 

Highland Telephone Cooperative FTTH Build-Out 

Last Mile 

$4,820,464 Loan 

$14,461,393 Grant 

Highland Telephone Cooperative, Inc. (HTC) will 

provide state-of-the-art communication services while 

enhancing broadband cor\,munication options to the 
citizens of McCreary, Morgan, and Scott counties in 

rural Tennessee and Kentucky. HTC will construct an 

FTTH wireline fiber-optic cable network, configured 

in paN architecture, able to support speeds in 

excess of 20 Gbps for all subscribers in its exchange 

boundaries. The network will make services available 

to 6,278 households, 532 businesses, and 31 anchor 

institutions, providing infrastructure for affordable 

bandwidth. The project will ensure HTe's ability to 

continue to operate as a major employer, provide high

speed broadband services critical to the economic 
growth of the region, and ensure the communications 

services for this rural community are as reliable and 

competitive as those in large cities in Tennessee 

and Kentucky. The project will create 21 jobs. 

Leslie County Telephone Company 

Leslie County Telephone Company: Broadband 
Project to Serve Rural Unserved Establishments 

Last Mile 

$6,169,295 Grant 

Leslie County Telephone Company (Leslie County Tel) 

will bring high-speed broadband service to unserved 

premises in its rural franchise service territory. 

Leslie County Tel, a subsidiary of TDS Telecom, is 

the State-certified ILEC in Kentucky. The project 

is designed to serve nine PFSAs in its franchised 

service territory, which is rural and includes eight 

communities. These PFSAs have 1,591 premises (1,517 

households, 38 businesses, and 36 anchor institutions) 

that currently have no access to broadband service. 

Leslie County Tel has built a broadband network 

that currently is capable of serving the majority of 

these premises in several of the core communities, 

but the surrounding area, much of which is sparsely 

populated, lacks broadband access due to the high 

cost of building such a network. In addition, facilities

based terrestrial broadband service is unavailable 

to the premises in the PFSAs. This project will 

bring access to high-speed broadband service (20 

Mbps upstream and downstream combined). The 

network is also engineered so that it can be easily 

upgraded at a reasonable cost to meet future 

needs. The project will create or save 162 jobs. 

Mikrotec CATV, LLC 

Connect Eolia, Oven Fork, and Partridge 

Last Mile 

$829,813 Grant 

Mikrotec CATV, LLC will provide broadband Internet 

service to the small rural communities of Eolia, Oven 

Fork, and Partridge in Letcher County, tucked in a 

valley amidst rugged mountain terrain deep in the 

heart of the Appalachian coalfields. The project area 

covers 18 square miles and will serve 800 households, 
15 businesses, and 5 anchor institutions. The system 

design uses wireline technology, both fiber-optic 

cable and coaxial cable. The hybrid system includes 

HFC, at least 750 MHz node + 6 actives to allow 

speeds of up to 6 Mbps downstream and 1 Mbps 

upstream. The project will create or save 14 jobs. 
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Mountain RTCC 

Mountain RTCC ILEC Broadband 

Last Mile Non-remote 

$39,843,535 Loan 

$38,281,044 Grant 

Mountain RTCC will deploy a fiber cable-based 

broadband network in Elliott, Menifee, Morgan; and 

Wolfe counties. This network will provide broadband 

service speeds above 20 Mbps. Affordable broadband 

access in these counties will enhance economic 

development and workforce training. The network 

will make services available to 13,013 households, 

2,335 businesses, and 65 anchor institutions. 

The project will create an estimated 49 jobs. 

Peoples Rural Telephone Cooperative Corp, Inc. 

Broadband Infrastructure Investment in Persistent 
Poverty Counties: Jackson and Owsley Counties, KY 

Last Mile 

$7,654,254 Loan 

$17,859,928 Grant 

The Peoples Rural Telephone Cooperative, Inc., will 

build FTTP facilities in Cow Creek, Jackson, and 

Owsley counties to provide residents, businesses, 

and critical community facilities with high-speed 

broadband service. The project will make services 
available to 4,747 households, 111 businesses, and 33 

anchor institutions and will offer broadband service 

speeds ranging from 1.5 Mbps to 18 Mbps. The 

project design is an FTTP overlay, based on the use of 

Occam Network's GPON equipment and uses existing 

equipment cabinets and buildings to house the OLT 

and OSN equipment. The project will create 46 jobs. 

Salem Telephone Company 

Salem Telephone Company: Broa 
Serve Rural Unserved Establishments 

Last Mile 

$1,934,474 Grant 

Salem Telephone Company (Salem Tel), a subsidiary 

of TDS Telecom, will bring high-speed broadband 

service to unserved premises in its rural franchise 

service territory. Salem Tel is the State-certified ILEC 

in Kentucky. The project will serve three PFSAs that 

include five communities. This project will build a 

broadband network that will make services available 

to 551 rural unserved premises (529 households, 15 

businesses, and 7 anchor institutions) that have no 

access to broadband service. Salem Tel has built a 
broadband network that is capable of serving the 

majority of these premises in several of the core 

communities, but the surrounding area, much of 

which is sparsely populated, lacks broadband access 
due to the high cost of bUilding such a network. In 

addition, facilities-based terrestrial broadband service 

is unavailable to the premises in the PFSAs. This 

project will provide access to high-speed broadband 

service (20 Mbps upstream and downstream 

combined). The network is also engineered so that it 

can be easily upgraded at a reasonable cost to meet 

future needs. The project will create or save 51 jobs. 

Thacker-Grigsby Telephone Company, Inc. 

Breathitt County Broadband 

Last Mile 

$2,222,542 Loan 

$5,185,932 Grant 

Thacker-Grigsby Telephone Company, Inc., 

will deploy a fiber-optic network in portions 

of Breathitt County. The network will serve 

1,214 households, 60 businesses, and 34 anchor 
institutions. The project will create 61 jobs. 
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and West Tennessee Broadband FTTH 

ile 

$42,711,001 Loan 

$42,710,999 Grant 

West Kentucky Rural Telephone Cooperative 

Corporation, Inc. (WK&T) will build a fiber-optic 

network to provide broadband infrastructure for 

rural southwest Kentucky in the counties of Calloway, 

Carlisle, Fulton, Graves, Hickman, and Marshall, 

and in the northwest Tennessee counties of Henry, 

Obion, and Weakley. The project will make services 
available to 11,980 households, 2,492 businesses, 

and 68 anchor institutions. By installing fiber 

throughout the service areas, broadband with speeds 

up to 20 Mbps will become more affordable. At the 

conclusion of the project, WK&T expects to double 

its data subscribers and have almost 90 percent 

of its customer base, more than 14,000 customers, 

on broadband, with data speeds averaging 1.5 

Mbps or higher. The project will create 110 jobs. 

Windstream Corporation 

Windstream Kentucky East, LLC 219 

Last Mile 

$27,644,292 Grant 

Windstream Corporation will offer broadband service 

speeds at a minimum of 6 Mbps in more than 80 rural 

communities by deploying DSLAMs using standard 

ADSL2+. The network will make services available to 

117,740 households, 10,329 businesses, and 574 anchor 

institutions. The project will create or save 397 jobs. 

Windstream Corporation 

Windstream Kentucky East, LLC 220 

Last Mile 

$31,118,534 Grant 

Windstream Corporation will offer broadband 

service speeds of up to 12 Mbps in more than 

80 rural communities. The network will make 

services available to 101,009 households, 8,156 

businesses, and 682 anchor institutions. The 
project will create or save 513 jobs. 

Windstream Corporation 

Windstream Kentucky West, LLC 

Last Mile 

$951,445 Grant 

Windstream Corporation will expand broadband 

service to unserved customers in the rural Kentucky 

communities of Coxs Creek, Fort Knox, Lebanon, 

Shepherdsville Northwest, and Shepherdsville 

Southeast. The project will allow Windstream to 

extend the reach of its broadband network to make 

services available to 3,490 households, 50 businesses, 

and 4 anchor institutions. It will provide broadband to 

last-mile wireline telephone subscribers. Windstr~am 

will provide broadband service to community 

public service facilities in the PFSAs at discounted 

rate packages for at least 3 years. Windstream 

will deploy industry-standard DSLAM protocols to 

provide a minimum of 6.0 Mbps downstream and 786 
Kbps upstream data services. The DSLAMs will be 

strategically deployed to reach the greatest number of 
unserved customers over its existing wireline copper 

plant. The project will create an estimated 53 jobs. 

LOUISIANA
 

LBH, LLC 

Rural Broadband Powered by Fiber 

Last Mile Non-remote 

$16,693,439 Loan 

$16,691,939 Grant 

LBH, LLC, a subsidiary of Cameron Communications, 

LLC, will expand the existing FTTH system in Moss 

Bluff in the communities and surrounding rural 

areas of Oakdale and Vinton. The project will 

provide broadband, voice, and video services to 

unserved and underserved areas. The network 
will make services available to 8,232 households, 

444 businesses, and 22 anchor institutions. The 

project will create or save an estimated 136 jobs. 
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Nexus Systems, Inc. 

West Carroll Parish Infrastructure Project 

Last Mile 

$724,256 Grant 

Nexus Systems, Inc., as part of a private-public 

partnership, will implement the West Carroll Parish 

Infrastructure project to provide fiber broadband 

service to unserved and underserved areas in 

northeastern Louisiana. The technology will be a 

combination of microwave and fiber connectivity. The 

network will tie into the middle-mile LA Broadband 

Alliance-Infrastructure project by the LA Board of 

Regents. The network will make services available 
to 4,427 households, 240 businesses, and 47 anchor 

institutions. The project will create or save 11 jobs. 

Northeast Louisiana Telephone Company, Inc. 

Northeast Louisiana Telephone Co. FTTH & 
Broadband Project 

Last Mile Non-remote 

$8,124,600 Loan 

$4,359,000 Grant 

The Northeast Louisiana Telephone Company 

project will provide an active Ethernet system 

with symmetrical broadband service speeds of 20 

Mbps. The system will use buried FTTH to serve the 

communities of Bonita and Collinston in Morehouse 
Parish. The network will make services available 

to 1,627 households, 74 businesses, and 15 anchor 
institutions. The project will create or save 22 jobs. 

PRIDE Network, Inc. 

North Shore Project 

Last Mile 

$18,461,417 Loan 

$17,737,440 Grant 

PRIDE Network, Inc., will deploy FTTP infrastructure, 

with a wireless service-extension overlay, that 
will bring advanced broadband service to rural 

communities in St. Helena, Tangipahoa, and 

Washington parishes. The network will offer 

broadband service speeds between 20 and 

100 Mbps. The network will make services 

available to 10,097 households, 2,978 businesses, 

and 172 anchor institutions. The project will 

create or save an estimated 1,316 jobs. 
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Hartland and St. Albans Telephone Com 

Hartland and St. Albans Telephone Company: 
Broadband Project to Serve Rural Unserved 
Establishments 

Last Mile 

$2,009,522 Grant 

The Hartland and St. Albans Telephone Company 

(Hartland and St. Albans Tel), a subsidiary of TDS 

Telecom, will provide high-speed broadband service 

to unserved premises in its rural Maine service 

territory. The project will serve six 100 percent rural 

PFSAs that include five communities. These PFSAs 

have 599 premises (568 households, 28 businesses, 

and 3 anchor institutions) with no access to 

broadband service. Hartland and St. Albans Tel is the 

State-certified ILEC in Maine. The network will deploy 

Ethernet-aver-copper technology, provide VDSL2 

access devices packaged in an FTTN configuration, 

upgrade access in the central office to support the 

extension of the broadband networks to these remote 
areas, use PON FTTH where economically feasible, 

and allow for future PON upgrades without needing 

to rebuild the transport routes. The target speed is 20 

Mbps (upstream and downstream combined) or more 

DSL service. The project will create or save 53 jobs. 

Somerset Telephone Company, Inc. 

Somerset Telephone Company: Broadband Project 
to Serve Rural Unserved Establishments 

Last Mile 

$5,840,363 Grant 

Somerset Telephone Company (Somerset Tel), a 

subsidiary of lDS Telecom, will provide access to 

high-speed broadband service to unserved premises 

in its 100 percent rural service territory in Maine. The 

project will serve 20 PFSAs with 8 communities. 

These PFSAs have 1,468 premises (1,375 households, 

73 businesses, and 20 anchor institutions) with no 

access to broadband service. Somerset Tel is the 

State-certified ILEC in Maine. The network will deploy 
Ethernet-aver-copper technology, provide VDSL2 

access devices packaged in an FTTN configuration, 
upgrade access in the central office to support the 

extension of the broadband networks to these remote 

areas, use PON FTTH where economically feasible, 

and allow for future PON upgrades without needing 

to rebuild the transport routes. The target speed is 20 

Mbps (upstream and downstream combined) or more 

DSL service. The project will create or save 153 jobs. 
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West Penobscot Telephone and Telegraph Company 

(West Penobscot Tel), a subsidiary of TDS Telecom, 

will build a project to bring high-speed broadband 

service to unserved premises in West Penobscot Tel's 

rural franchise service territory. West Penobscot Tel 

is the State-certified ILEC in Maine. The project will 

bring high-speed broadband service to four PFSAs in 

its franchised service territory, which are 100 percent 

rural and include three communities. These PFSAs 

have 440 premises (428 households and 12 businesses) 

that have no access to broadband service. West 

Penobscot Tel has built a broadband network that is 

capable of serving the majority of these premises in 

several of the core communities, but the surrounding 
area, much of which is sparsely populated, lacks 

broadband access due to the high cost of building 

such a network. In addition, facilities-based terrestrial 

broadband service is unavailable to the premises 
in the PFSAs. This project will provide access to 

high-speed broadband service (20 Mbps upstream 

and downstream combined). The network is also 

engineered so that it can be easily upgraded to meet 

future needs. The project will create or save 41 jobs. 

MARYLAND
 

Bloosurf, LLC 

Delmarva Wireless Broadband 

Last Mile 

$1,600.000 Loan 

$1,600,000 Grant 

Bloosurf, LLC, in partnership with the University of 

Maryland Eastern Shore, a historically black college, 
will build a wireless last-mile network for the rural 

areas of Somerset, Wicomico, and Worcester 
counties, as well as Smith Island. This network will 

connect to the Maryland Broadband Cooperative 

optic fiber at four interconnection points. The 

network will make services available to 50,545 
households, 6,292 businesses, and 351 anchor 

institutions. The project will create or save 22 jobs. 

West Virginia PCS Alliance, LC 

Rural Mobile Broadband Initiative - Maryland 

Last Mile 

$1,209,352 Grant 

West Virginia PCS Alliance, LC and NTELOS 

Licenses Inc., both subsidiaries of NTELOS Holdings 

Corporation, will expand West Virginia PCS Alliance's 

existing wireless services to provide 3G mobile 

broadband service in unserved rural portions of 

western Maryland and south-central Pennsylvania, 

north of Hagerstown. The PFSAs comprise eight 

communities, with more than 50 percent of the 

premises lacking high-speed broadband service. 

The network will make services available to 28,521 

households, 3,306 businesses, and 704 anchor 

institutions. The project will create or save nine jobs. 

MASSACHUSETTS
 

Mid-Hudson Cablevision, Inc. 

Last-Mile High Speed Broadband in Greene and 
Columbia Counties 

Last Mile 

$486,349 Grant 

Mid-Hudson Cablevision, Inc., will provide high-speed 

broadband access to unserved and underserved 

PFSAs in the Hudson Valley and Catskill Mountain 

region between New York City and Albany. The 

network will make services available to 1,170 

households, 421 businesses, and 16 anchor institutions 

and will complete part of the region's 911 public 

safety system. The last-mile extensions will require 

construction of 135 linear miles of FTTH on existing 

utility poles and connection for a network of five fire 

towers. Another 341-square-mile area will be reached 

by deploying 16 transmitting sites for wireless. The 

PFSAs also cover four underserved communities. The 

company will deploy 16 or more transmitting sites 

using Motorola Canopy equipment to provide access 

speeds of 10 Mbps in line-of-sight areas and 4 Mbps in 

dense foliage. The project will create or save 10 jobs. 
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MICHIGAN
 

Air Advantage, LLC 

Michigan Thumb Area Broadband Expansion 

Project II 

Last Mile 

$32,300,000 Loan 

$31,950,000 Grant 

Air Advantage, LLC will offer broadband service 

to last-mile consumers in 13 counties that make up 

an area known as the Great Lakes Bay Region and 

Thumb Area. The project will use a hybrid system of 

fiber and wireless technologies to offer broadband 

service speeds in excess of 3 Mbps. The network 

will make services available to 279,306 households, 

21,302 businesses, and 4,011 anchor institutions. The 

project will create or save an estimated 142 jobs. 

Allband Communications Cooperative 

Allband F.I.B.E.R. I: Federal Investment in Broadband 
for Economic Recovery I 

Last Mile 

$8,622,754 Grant 

Allband Communications Cooperative serves the 

Robbs Creek exchange, an irregularly shaped 

177-square-mile area southeast of Hillman and 

north of Curran in Michigan. The project will bring 

high-speed broadband and VolP service to its 

members and customers in these unserved rural 

areas. The project covers Alpena County and the 

unincorporated communities of Lachine. Long Rapids, 

and Spratt, along with the surrounding townships 

of Green, Long Rapids, Ossineke, Wellington, and 

Wilson; a service area covering Alcona and Oscoda 

counties and the unincorporated community of 

Curran, along with the surrounding townships of 

Millen and Mitchell; and a service area covering 

Montmorency County in the east-central part of 

Rust Township. The network will make services 
available to 1,622 households, 95 businesses, and 

9 anchor institutions and will offer broadband 

service speeds of up to 2.5 Gbps downstream and 

1.25 Gbps upstream. Allband will deploy FTTH 

technology for its broadband system. The fiber-optic 

cable infrastructure is designed to accomodate a 

GPON and Active Ethernet network solutions. The 

project will create or save an estimated 100 jobs. 

Allband Communications 

Allband F.I.B.E.R. II: Federal Inves 
for Economic Recovery II 

Last Mile 

$1,107,903 Grant 

Allband Communications Cooperative serves the 

Robbs Creek exchange, an irregularly shaped 

177-square-mile area southeast of Hillman and 

north of Curran in Michigan. The project will 

bring high-speed broadband and VolP services 

to its members and customers in these unserved 

rural areas. The project covers a service area that 

includes a rural area in Alcona County and takes 

in the unincorporated communities of Gustin and 

Mikado townships. The network will make services 

available to 206 households, 20 businesses, and 

2 anchor institutions and will offer broadband 

service speeds of up to 2.5 Gbps downstream 

and 1.25 Gbps upstream. Allband will deploy 

FTTH technology for its broadband system. The 

fiber-optic cable infrastructure is designed to 

accommodate a GPON and Active Ethernet network 

solutions. The project will create or save 17 jobs. 

Chatham Telephone Company 

Last Mile Remote 

$8,605,935 Grant 

Chatham Telephone Company, a subsidiary of 

TDS Telecom, will bring high-speed DSL service 

to remote, unserved households within its rural 

service territory. The network is engineered to 

be easily upgraded to meet future needs. The 

network will make services available to 878 

households, 38 businesses, and 2 anchor institutions. 

The project will create or save 170 jobs. 
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Climax Telephone Company (CTC) ILEC will build 

facilities to offer state-of-the-art triple-play services 

to the communities of Climax and Scotts. CTC will 

overbuild the rural and underserved ILEC service 

territory with FTTx and will build a new FTTP plant 

based on the GPON standard of 2.5 Mbps downstream 

and 1.25 Mbps upstream. The network will make 

services available to 781 households, 51 businesses, 

and 9 anchor institutions. This project will connect 

small underserved communities with the municipal 

government, public safety, education, and medical 

institutions. The project will create or save 47 jobs. 

Communication Corporation of Michigan 

Communication Corporation of Michigan: Broadband 
Project to Serve Rural Unserved Establishments 

Last Mile 

$1,221,811 Grant 

Communication Corporation of Michigan (CCM), a 

subsidiary of TDS Telecom, will bring high-speed 

broadband service to unserved premises in CCM's 

rural franchise service territory. CCM is the State

certified ILEC in Michigan. The project is designed to 

serve three rural PFSAs with two communities. These 

PFSAs have 288 premises (278 households and 10 

businesses) that lack access to broadband service. 

This project will build a broadband network to deliver 

access to high-speed broadband service (20 Mbps 

upstream and downstream combined). The project 

will deploy Ethernet-over-copper technology, provide 

VDSL2 access devices that are packaged in an FTTN 

configuration, and upgrade access in the central office 

to support the extension of the broadband networks 
to these remote areas. It will use PON FTTH where 

economically feasible and allow for future PON 

upgrades without needing to rebuild the transport 

routes. The project will create or save 32 jobs. 

Crystal Automation Systems, Inc. 

Mid-Michigan Broadband ARRA Project 

Last Mile 

$7,949,227 Loan 

$18,548,197 Grant 

Crystal Automation Systems, Inc. (Casair) will 

provide broadband access in a large area of mid

Michigan. Casair will build this project by using 30 

of its existing towers and backhauls and will install 

WiMAX wireless gear to provide access to rural 

households. Casair will lease 18 additional towers, 

build 14 towers where none are available, and add 

fiber-optic lines between towers to handle the extra 

bandwidth required. The network will make services 

available to 58,848 households, 4,970 businesses, 

and 706 anchor institutions in Casair's service areas 

1and 2. The project will create or save 144 jobs. 

Island Telephone Company 

Island Telephone Company: Broadband Project to 
Serve Rural Unserved Establishments 

Last Mile 

$2,001,528 Grant 

Island Telephone Company (Island Tel), a subsidiary of 

TDS Telecom, will bring high-speed broadband service 

to unserved premises in Island Tel's rural franchise 

service territory. Island Tel is the State-certified 

incumbent ILEC in Michigan. The project is designed 

to serve one PFSA, which has two communities that 

have no access to broadband service. The network 

will make services available to 283 rural unserved 

premises (245 households, 35 businesses, and 3 

anchor institutions). Island Tel has built a broadband 

network that is capable of serving the majority of 

these premises in several of the core communities, 

but the surrounding area, much of which is sparsely 

populated, lacks broadband access due to the high 

cost of building such a network. In addition, facilities

based terrestrial broadband service is unavailable to the 
premises in the PFSAs. This project will provide access 

to high-speed broadband service (20 Mbps upstream 

and downstream combined). The network is also 

engineered so that it can be easily upgraded to meet 

future needs. The project will create or save 53 jobs. 

38 Awards Report I Broadband Initiatives Program 



Southwest Michigan Communications 

Southwest Michigan Communications - Paw Paw and 
Antwerp, MI FTTP 

Last Mile Non-remote 

$4,165,513 Loan 

$4,165,512 Grant 

Southwest Michigan Communications will construct 
an FTTP network that will cover the rural areas of its 

competitive LEC and provide advanced broadband 
service to the residents of the rural Paw Paw area. 
The network will make services available to 1,452 
households. The project will create or save 14 jobs. 

MINNESOTA
 

Arrowhead Electric Cooperative, Inc. 

Arrowhead Electric Cooperative Fiber-to-the-Home 
Project 

Last Mile 

$4,841,245 Loan 

$11,296,239 Grant 

Arrowhead Electric Cooperative, Inc., will build 
a last-mile, open-access, FTTH network to serve 
northeastern Cook County. Because of the 
topography of the land and dense forestation, fixed 
wireless is not an option. The wireline passive fiber
optic network that the company will build will offer 
up to 100 Mbps symmetrical service. The network 
will make services available to 4,545 households, 
138 businesses, and 63 anchor institutions. The 
project will create or save an estimated 87 jobs. 

Arvig Telephone Company 

Arvig Telephone Company: Broa 
Serve Rural Unserved Establishments 

Last Mile 

$5,048,168 Grant 

Arvig Telephone Company, a subsidiary of TDS 
Telecom, will bring high-speed broadband service 
to unserved premises in its rural franchise service 

territory. The projec;t will serve 12 rural PFSAs that 
include 7 communities with 836 premises (768 
households, 67 businesses, and 1anchor institution) 
with no access to broadband service. The project 
will deliver broadband high-speed capabilities of 
20 Mbps (upstream and downstream combined). 
The network will deploy Ethernet-over-copper 
technology, provide VDSL2 access devices that 
are packaged in an FTTN configuration, upgrade 
access in the central office to support the extension 
of the broadband networks to these remote areas, 
use PON FTTH where economically feasible, and 
allow for future PON upgrades without needing 
to rebuild the transport routes. The project 
will create or save an estimated 133 jobs. 

City of Windom 

Southwest Minnesota Broadband Group 

Last Mile Non-remote 

$6,350,000 Loan 

$6,350,250 Grant 

The Southwest Minnesota Broadband Group 
project will deploy FTTP infrastructure to eight 
rural communities throughout southwestern 
Minnesota. The network will consist of a 125-mile 
fiber ring that will connect the 8 communities and 
an FTTP infrastructure within the communities 
that will support 3,649 households. The fiber 
network will also be open to other providers for 
provision of wireless services, dark fiber services, 
and competitive services. The network will make 
services available to 292 businesses and 50 anchor 
institutions. The project will create or save 52 jobs. 
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ne Company 

ac qui Parle County FTTP 

Farmers Mutual Telephone Company and Lac qui 

Parle County will provide FTTP services to towns 

and townships in Lac qui Parle County. The two 

entities are working in partnership to give many 

residents their first opportunity to obtain high-speed 

Internet service and put in place the infrastructure 

to support economic development. The service area 

has two cities, Boyd and Dawson, and 15 townships 

over 339 square miles of unserved and underserved 
territory. The project will construct an FTTP network 

that will make services available to every home 

and business in the PFSA and utilize Calix GPON 

technology. The network will make services available 

to 1,561 households, 165 businesses, and 12 anchor 

institutions. The project will create or save 110 jobs. 

Federated Telephone Cooperative 

Rural Appleton, MN 

Last Mile 

$630,289 Loan 

$630,289 Grant 

Federated Telephone Cooperative will build an FTTP 

system to deploy voice, video, and data services 

to the Rural Appleton exchange. The PFSA is 
primarily located in Swift County, with small portions 

in Big Stone and Chippewa counties. The PFSA 

includes 152 households, 7 businesses, and 1anchor 

institution. The project will create or save one job. 

Federated Telephone Cooperative 

Rural Morris, MN 

Last Mile 

$1,493,637 Loan 

$1,493,637 Grant 

Federated Telephone Cooperative (FTC) will provide 

services to the Rural Morris exchange, adjacent to 

its existing ILEC and CLEC service areas. The PFSA 

is primarily located in Stevens County, with a small 

portion in Grant County. The service area has 408 

households, 20 businesses, and 2 anchor institutions. 

FTC will deploy voice service, data service over FTTP, 

and RF video service over its existing FTTP system. 

FTC will use Calix DSLAMs, which are standards 

based, to deploy GPON FTTP service capable of 

1Gig. The project will create or save two jobs. 

Halstad Telephone Company 

HTC Minnesota Exchanges FTTP 

Last Mile Non-remote 

$3,277,500 Loan 

$3,277,500 Grant 

Halstad Telephone Company will deploy FTTP 

broadband in five towns and surrounding rural 

and farm areas in Norman and Polk counties. The 
project will use 320 miles of fiber-optic cable 

and provide those locations with broadband 
capability of up to 100 Mbps. Less than 5 percent 

of this network will also serve an area in North 

Dakota. The network will make services available 
to 1,015 households, 41 businesses, and 15 anchor 

institutions. The project will create or save 42 jobs. 

Lake County 

Lake County Fiber Network 

Last Mile 

$56,413,705 Loan 

$9,955,359 Grant 

Lake County, in partnership with National Public 

Broadband, Inc., will implement the Lake County 

Fiber Network project to offer FTTP advanced voice, 

video, and data services to every home and business 

in Lake and eastern St. Louis counties. The network 
will make services available to 14,941 households, 

approximately 1,060 businesses, and 98 anchor 

institutions. The project will create or save 510 jobs. 
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Minnesota Valley Television Improvement 
Corporation 

Minnesota Wireless Expansion 

Last Mile Non-remote 

$562,776 Loan 

$562,776 Grant 

Minnesota Valley Television Improvement Corporation 

will continue building out its two-way broadband 

Internet network to unserved and underserved 

areas of west-central and south-central Minnesota. 

The project will add 34 additional WiMAX access 

points in 34 unserved and underserved communities 

adjacent to its current service area. The network 

will make services available to 23,121 households, 

479 businesses, and 200 anchor institutions. 

The project will create or save three jobs. 

Northeast Service Cooperative 

Northeast Minnesota Middle Mile Project 

Middle Mile 

$21,749,110 Loan 

$21,749,110 Grant 

The Northeast Service Cooperative will implement a 

middle-mile project to make dark fiber, wavelength 

services available to private-sector providers in 
rural areas of northeast Minnesota. The network 

will make services available to 105,904 households, 

7,618 businesses, and 100 anchor institutions. 

Red River Rural Telephone Association, Inc. 

RRT FTTP Broadband Upgrade Rural MN, NO, and SO 
Exchanges 

Last Mile 

$181,769 Loan 

$181,769 Grant 

Red River Rural Telephone Association, Inc., will 

offer FTTP broadband service speeds of up to 100 

Mbps. The project will install 690 miles of fiber

optic cable to serve rural exchanges in Ransom, 
Richland, and Sargent counties in North Dakota, as 

well as Wilkin County in Minnesota, and Marshall 

and Roberts counties in South Dakota. The network 

will make services available to 42 households and 9 
businesses. The project will create or save four jobs. 

Sjoberg's, Inc. 

Northwest Minnesota Fiber Proje 

Last Mile 

$216,516 Loan 

$649,544 Grant 

Sjoberg's, Inc., will offer FTTH broadband service in 

Roseau, Thief River Falls, and the hamlet of Fox. This 

project will benefit many small farms located in the 

"grain belt." Additional video, Internet, and telephone 

services will be delivered via RFoG technology, 

while current broadband service will be upgraded to 

deliver download speeds of 40 Mbps using DOCSIS 

3.0. The network will make services available 

to 227 households, 15 businesses, and 3 anchor 

institutions. The project will create or save 11 jobs. 
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Wikstrom Telephone Company, Inc., will implement 
two distinct types of projects in rural. unserved, and 

underserved areas in northwest Minnesota. The first 

project will upgrade the backbone and distribution 

fiber-optic data networks for broadband in 16 of the 

rural telephone exchanges that Wikstrom serves. The 

network will make services available to an unserved 

area of 182 square miles with 150 households and 573 

businesses. The FTTN ADSL2+ network, provisioned 

for 2,755 customers, will provide speeds of up to 

48 Mbps. Key components of the upgrade include 

installation of 74 miles of fiber-optic cables with 

GigE service to remote DSLAM cabinets; installation 
of an upgraded 6 GHz, 150 megabits radio to serve 

Angle Inlet; and upgrade of microwave service to the 

northwest Angle/Angle Inlet community and the fiber

optic network to serve the islands in the northernmost 

part of the contiguous United States, of which most 

of the land mass is Red Lake Nation Reservation. Also 

included is an extension of fiber-optic cable to serve 

the Agassiz National Wildlife Refuge, in cooperation 
with American Recovery and Reinvestment Act 

funding for upgrades to its facilities. The second 
project is to install a GPON 2.4 Gbps FTTH system, 

with the installation of 414 miles of fiber-optic cable 

with GigE to 1,163 homes and businesses. in the 

exchanges of Greenbush and Karlstad, and the small 

cities of Kennedy, Lake Bronson, Lancaster, and 

Stephen. The network will make services available 

to 5,115 households, 1,499 businesses, and 83 anchor 

institutions. The project will create or save 26 jobs. 

Winnebago Cooperative Telecom Association 

WCTA 2010 Broadband Initiative 

Last Mile 

$1,570,592 Loan 

$1,570,592 Grant 

Winnebago Cooperative Telecom Association 

(WCTA) will provide last-mile, high-speed wireline 

broadband FTTP to rural areas in north-central Iowa 

and south-central Minnesota. The infrastructure 

will support existing rural wireless tower facilities 

for future growth and bandwidth expansion to 3G 

and 4G networks and beyond. The project will build 

on a previously deployed FTTN system. The PFSA 

serves portions of 21 communities in 5 counties in 

Iowa and 2 counties in Minnesota. The network 
will make services available to 541 premises, which 

include households plus 138 home businesses, and 

will offer broadband service at combined speeds 

ranging from 5 Mbps to 25 Mbps. WCTA will 

also offer digital video and unlimited local voice 

service. The project will create or save eight jobs. 

Woodstock Telephone Company, Inc. 

WTC 2010 Broadband Initiative 

Last Mile 

$4,555,328 Loan 

$10,629,096 Grant 

Woodstock Telephone Company, Inc. (WTC) will 

provide high-speed broadband service to rural areas 

in southwest Minnesota. WTC has the opportunity 

to incorporate and share some existing facilities to 

help provide feasible service in adjoining underserved 

areas. WTC will also serve farming areas near small 
towns. The PFSA covers parts of Lyon, Pipestone, and 

Rock counties. The PFSA has 15 communities with 

3,677 establishments consisting of 3,447 households, 

183 businesses, and 47 anchor institutions. WTC will 

offer a reduced service rate to anchor institutions 
and small disadvantaged businesses. The project 
will provide service speeds of 10 Mbps upstream 

and downstrt9am as basic service and higher speed 
service at 30 Mbps and 80 Mbps. WTC will deploy 

a GPON-based FTTP system using a combination 

of nodes to cost-effectively build the system. An 

initial deployment of 16-way optical splitters will 

support an average bandwidth per subscriber 

of 150 Mbps. Each establishment will be served 

by a dedicated fiber from the central office or 

the remote huts housing local active electronic 

nodes. The project will create or save 41 jobs. 

42 Awards Report I Broadband Initiatives Program 



MISSISSIPPI
 

Calhoun City Telephone Company, Inc. 

Calhoun City Telephone Company, Inc.: Broadband 
Project to Serve Rural Unserved Establishments 

Last Mile 

$2,962,169 Grant 

Calhoun City Telephone Company, Inc. (Calhoun City 

Tel), a subsidiary of TDS Telecom, will provide high

speed broadband service to unserved premises in 

Calhoun City Tel's rural Mississippi service territory. 

The project will serve five rural PFSAs with six 

communities. These PFSAs have 586 premises (553 

households, 25 businesses, and 8 anchor institutions) 

with no access to broadband service. Calhoun 

City Tel is the State-certified ILEC in Mississippi. 

As engineered, the network will deploy Ethernet

over-copper technology to its fullest potential, 

provide VDSL2 access devices packaged in an FTTN 

configuration, upgrade access in the central office 

to support extension of the broadband networks 
to these remote areas, use paN FTTH where 

economically feasible, and allow for future paN 

upgrades without needing to rebuild the transport 

routes. The target speed on the network is 20 Mbps 
(upstream and downstream combined) or more DSL 

service. The project will create or save 78 jobs. 

DigitalBridge Communications Corporation 

Round 2: MS-Panola Last Mile 

Last Mile 

$657,833 Loan 

$1,973,499 Grant 

DigitalBridge Communications Corporation will offer 

4G broadband service to Panola County. This project 

will deploy fixed and mobile WiMAX technologies 

to offer broadband service speeds of up to 5 

Mbps. The network will make services available to 

7,311 households, 1,379 businesses, and 87 anchor 
institutions. The project will create or save six jobs. 

Smithville Telephone Comp 

Smithville Telephone Broadband 

Last Mile 

$7,110,886 Grant 

Smithville Telephone Company, Inc., the certified 

ILEC serving rural portions of Itawamba and Monroe 

counties in northeastern Mississippi, will bring high

speed fiber-optic broadband service to the area. 

The company's licensed telephone service area 

includes the town of Smithville, with a population 

of about 900, and almost 1,300 premises. The 

PFSA has 298 unserved households in the more 

remote parts of the rural area. As engineered, 

the project will build a combination of FTTH and 

advanced xDSL service. The project will provide 

GPON technology FTTP broadband service to all 

298 unserved rural households and upgrade the 

existing network in the remaining part of the PFSA 

to the same capabilities available to all 738 premises 
in the PFSA. The project will replace the existing 

voice switch with a softswitch and build a network 

capable of 100 Mbps broadband speeds that later can 
be reconfigured to active Ethernet for much higher 

speeds. The project will create or save 30 jobs. 
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one Company, Inc. 

i Telephone Company, Inc.: 
Ject to Serve Rural Unserved 

ments 

Southeast Mississippi Telephone Company, Inc. 

(Southeast MS Tel), a subsidiary of TDS Telecom, will 

bring high-speed broadband service to unserved 

premises in its rural franchise service territory. 

Southeast MS Tel is the State-certified ILEC in 

Mississippi. The project is designed to serve 10 PFSAs 

in its franchised service territory, which is 100 percent 

rural and includes 4 communities. These PFSAs have 

612 premises (595 households, 12 businesses, and 5 

anchor institutions) that have no access to broadband 

service. Southeast MS Tel has built a broadband 

network that is capable of servitlg the majority of 

these premises in several of the core communities, 

but the surrounding area, much of which is sparsely 

populated, lacks broadband access due to the high 

cost of building such a network. In addition, facilities

based terrestrial broadband service is unavailable 

to the premises in the PFSAs. This project will 

provide access to high-speed broadband service 

(20 Mbps upstream and downstream combined). 

The network is also engineered so that it can be 

easily upgraded at a reasonable cost to meet future 

needs. The project will create or save 49 jobs. 

Windstream Corporation 

Windstream Mississippi, LLC 

Last Mile 

$1,005,566 Grant 

Windstream Corporation will provide last-mile 

broadband service to unserved premises in the 

Prentiss and Rankin rural communities. Windstream 

will deploy industry-standard DSLAMs using 

ADSL2+ protocols to provide a minimum of 6 Mbps 

downstream and 786 Kbps upstream data services. 
DSLAMs will be strategically deployed to reach 

the greatest number of unserved customers over 
the existing wireline copper plant. The network 

will make services available to 1,153 households, 

24 businesses, and 5 anchor institutions. The 

project will create or save an estimated 28 jobs. 

MISSOURI
 

Big River Broadband, LLC 

Big River Broadband Project 

Last Mile 

$12,191,271 Loan 

$12,190,784 Grant 

Big River Broadband, LLC will provide high-speed 

Internet access to an unserved area in southeast 

Missouri. The network, which covers 3,409 square 

miles in 7 counties, will make services available to 

44,967 households, 7,511 businesses, and 311 anchor 

institutions. The project will provide high-speed 

Internet access (both fixed and mobile) at download 

speeds of up to 14.4 Mbps and upload speeds of 

5.8 Mbps and will deploy a wireless broadband 

network using Advanced Wireless Services licensed 

spectrum and high-speed packet access technology. 

The project will create or save 1,370 jobs. 

Cass County 

Cass County, MO, Broadband Initiatives Fiber-to-the
Home Project 

Last Mile 

$7,802,391 Loan 

$18,205,578 Grant 

Cass County will construct a last-mile FTTH 

network that will extend approximately 1,286 

miles to enable broadband service speeds of up 

to 100 Mbps. The network will make services 

available to 10,360 households, 710 businesses, 

and 118 anchor institutions. The project will 

create or save an estimated 138 jobs. 

Finally Broadband, LLC 

Southwest Missouri Rural Broadband Initiative 

Last Mile 

$499,000 Loan 

$499,000 Grant 

Finally Broadband, LLC will provide terrestrial fixed 

wireless technology to four rural counties in southwest 

Missouri, two of which are designated as persistent 

poverty counties. The network will make services 

available to 45,782 households, 7,484 businesses, 

and 404 anchor institutions in a 4,563-square

mile area. The project will deploy a Motorola 

Canopy platform to provide Internet bandwidth 

over three interconnection points for redundancy. 

The project will create or save seven jobs. 
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Grand River Mutual Telephone Corporation 

Grand River Mutual Fiber-to-the-Home Broadband 
Deployment Project - Service Area 1 

Last Mile 

$3,418,682 Loan 

$7,976,924 Grant 

The Grand River Mutual Telephone Corporation 

Service Area 1 project will provide broadband 

service to the town of Lathrop and the surrounding 

rural areas via an FTTH network. The network will 

make services available to 1,221 households, 47 

businesses, and 12 anchor institutions in the Lathrop 

area. The project will create or save 21 jobs. 

Grand River Mutual Telephone Corporation 

Grand River Mutual Fiber-to-the-Home Broadband 
Deployment Project - Service Area 2 

Last Mile 

$12,363,759 Grant 

The Grand River Mutual Telephone Corporation 

Service Area 2 project will provide broadband 

service to customers in the towns of Browning, 
Linneus, Meadville, and Purdin and the surrounding 

rural areas. The network will make services 
available to 1,185 households, 773 businesses, and 

22 anchor institutions. The project will provide 

high-speed Internet access over an FTTH system 

to customers in the PFSAs that include Linn 
and Sullivan counties. The expanded network 

will upgrade 459 residential customers and 80 

business customers to higher speed service. The 

project will create or save an estimated 28 jobs. 

Grand River Mutual Telephone 

Grand River Mutual Fiber-to-the
Deployment Project - Service Area 3 

Last Mile 

$8,970,781 Grant 

The Grand River Mutual Telephone Corporation 

Service Area 3 project will provide high-speed 

Internet access over an FTTH system to customers 

in the PFSAs that include the towns of Denver, 

Gentry, and New Hampton, and their surrounding 

rural areas. The network will make services 

available to 641 households, 371 businesses, and 

8 anchor institutions. Active Ethernet or GPON 

are planned as the access delivery technology 

and are deployed in other locations in Grand River 

Mutual's ILEC service area. The company will use 

connections to the Missouri Network Alliance to 

provide high-bandwidth Internet connectivity. The 

project will create or save an estimated 20 jobs. 

Grand River Mutual Telephone Corporation 

Grand River Mutual Fiber-to-the-Home Broadband 
Deployment Project - Service Area 5 

Last Mile 

$973,001 Loan 

$2,270,336 Grant 

The Grand River Mutual Telephone Corporation 

Service Area 5 project will provide broadband 
service to the towns of Allerton, Corydon, Lineville, 

and Millerton, Iowa, and Powersville, Missouri, and 

their surrounding rural areas. The network will make 

services available to 320 households, 54 businesses, 

and 6 anchor institutions along the Iowa-Missouri 

border. The project will create or save six jobs. 

Northeast Missouri Rural Telephone Company 

Green City, MO, Fiber-to-the-Premises 

Last Mile 

$3,595,810 Loan 

$3,595,810 Grant 

Northeast Missouri Rural Telephone Company will 

construct an FTTP network. This FTTP overbuild 

will provide greater than 20 Mbps broadband 

access to households, businesses, and anchor 

institutions in the Green City telephone exchange. 

The network will make services available to 

972 households, 49 businesses, and 20 anchor 

institutions. The project will create or save 78 jobs. 
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lephone Company 

Project 

-remote 

Northeast Missouri Rural Telephone Company will 

deploy FTTP infrastructure to provide needed 

broadband service to households, businesses, 

and anchor institutions that are underserved 

in the Unionville Exchange. The network will 

make services available to 1,437 households, 

157 businesses, and 8 anchor institutions. 

The project will create or save 37 jobs. 

Orchard Farm Telephone Company 

Orchard Farm Telephone Company: Broadband 
Project to Serve Rural Unserved Establishments 

Last Mile 

$604.794 Grant 

Orchard Farm Telephone Company (Orchard Farm 
Tel), a subsidiary of TDS Telecom, will bring high

speed broadband service to unserved premises in its 

rural franchise service territory. Orchard Farm Tel is 

the State-certified ILEC in Missouri. The project will 

serve one PFSA in its franchised service territory, 

which is rural and includes three communities. This 

PFSA has 142 premises (92 households, 47 businesses, 

and 3 anchor institutions) that have no access to 

broadband service. Orchard Farm Tel has already 

built a broadband network that is capable of serving 

the majority of the premises in several of the core 

communities, but the surrounding area, much of 

which is sparsely populated, lacks broadband access. 

In addition, facilities-based terrestrial broadband 

service is unavailable to the premises in the PFSAs. 
The project will deliver high-speed broadband 

capabilities of 20 Mbps (upstream and downstream 

combined). The project will create or save 16 jobs. 

Ralls County Electric Cooperative 

Ralls County Electric Fiber-to-the-Home Project 

Last Mile Non-remote 

$9.548.909 Loan 

$9.548.908 Grant 

Ralls County Electric Cooperative will provide a fiber

optic network to residential and commercial members 

and the underserved anchor institutions in the service 

area. This is a State of Missouri demonstration 

project. The network will make services available 
to 4,594 households, 311 businesses, and 58 anchor 

institutions. The project will create or save 35 jobs. 

Socket Telecom, LLC 

Rural Mid-Missouri Fiber-to-the-Premise Project 

Last Mile 

$7,120,345 Loan 

$16,614,137 Grant 

Socket Telecom, LLC will provide high-speed 

broadband access to rural mid-Missouri over a 

fiber-optic network. The PFSA consists of 117 

square miles in parts of Fulton City and Callaway 
County. The network will make services available 

to 2,728 households, 269 businesses, and 36 anchor 

institutions. The project is designed as an FTTH 

broadband infrastructure to provide subscribers 

with access to telephone, video, and broadband 

Internet. Broadband service speeds will include 6.0 
Mbps and 20 Mbps options. The broadband-over

fiber network will deploy a GPON-based system 

that will use passive splitters to deliver concurrent 

signals to multiple users within 20 kilometers of cable 

footage. The project will create or save 525 jobs. 
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United Electric Cooperative, Inc. 

United Electric Fiber Initiative 

Last Mile 

$6,363,933 Loan 

$14,849,173 Grant 

United Electric Cooperative will build an advanced 

last-mile FTTH network capable of delivering 

high-speed broadband at 100 Mbps to 21 rural 

communities in northwest Missouri. The cooperative 

will also add fiber strands to create a dedicated 

1G education network to provide rural schools and 

libraries with increased broadband access. This 

education intranet, the Cooperative Network for 

Rural Education Advancement, will open the door 
to advanced education options through the use of 

video and shared resources. The network will be an 

open network model with competing Internet, video, 

and voice providers offering advanced broadband 

applications to 4,224 households, 58 businesses, and 

150 anchor institutions. The network spans 1,370 

miles. Through its partner, Pulse Broadband, United 

Electric Cooperative will build a passive optical 

FTTH network on the existing electric distribution 
right-of-way. Service providers will enter the 

United Electric Cooperative fiber network through 

a central SIP controlled by the cooperative. The 
project will create or save an estimated 113 jobs. 

Utopian Wireless Corporation 

Utopian Benton WiMAX Project 

Last Mile 

$62,433 Loan 

$187,298 Grant 

The Utopian Benton WiMAX project will make 

available advanced 4G wireless broadband service to 

underserved communities around the Benton area. 

The PFSA covers approximately 1,105 households, 

56 businesses, and 30 anchor institutions. Using 

licensed 2.5 GHz spectrum, Utopian Wireless 
Corporation will deploy a broadband wireless 

system that features Motorola Mobile WiMAX 

technology. The average minimum downlink speeds 

for wireless Utopian subscribers will be at least 

1.8 Mbps. The project will create or save 11 jobs. 

Windstream Corporation 

Windstream Missouri, Inc. 

Last Mile 

$10,328,319 Grant 

Windstream Corporation will provide last-mile 

broadband service to numerous unserved rural 

areas of Missouri. Windstream will deploy industry

standard DSLAMs using ADSL2+ protocols to 

provide a minimum of 6 Mbps downstream and 

786 Kbps upstream data services. DSLAMs will 

be strategically deployed to reach the greatest 

number of unserved customers over the existing 

wireline copper plant. The network will make 
services available to 4,350 households, 201 

businesses, and 39 anchor institutions. The project 

will create or save an estimated 229 jobs. 

MONTANA
 

Montana Opticom, LLC 

Gallatin Gateway Broadband Project 

Last Mile 

$32,127,322 Loan 

$32,000,000 Grant 

Montana Opticom, LLC will build a gateway 

broadband project to expand high-speed 

broadband to the rural communities of Belgrade, 

Bozeman, Gallatin Gateway, Manhattan, and a 

portion of West Yellowstone. The project is an 

FTTP infrastructure overbuild that will deploy fiber 

to a rural area with a population of 18,844, where 

it has been cost prohibitive to deploy FTTP. The 

PFSA has 7,746 households, 4,118 businesses. and 

58 anchor institutions. The project will offer voice, 

video, and data services at speeds of up to 100 

Mbps. The project will create or save 697 jobs. 
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