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By the Chief, Wireless Telecommunications Bureau:

1. In this Order, we grant a limited, temporary waiver of the requirement for certain inland
VHF Public Coast (VPC) Service Area (VPCSA) licensees that are licensed to operate on maritime VHF
Channel 87B (161.975 MHz).! Specifically, we grant a limited extension of time, to those inland VPCSA
licensees that are required to protect incumbent public safety operations on Channels 84
(157.225/161.825 MHz) or 85 (157.275/161.875 MHz), of the date by which they are required to vacate
Channel 87B.

2. In the Second Report and Order in this proceeding, the Commission decided that Channel
87B should be designated exclusively for Automatic Identification Systems (AIS)’ in the inland
VPCSAs.* In conjunction with this determination, the Commission crafted a framework for clearing
Channel 87B of non-AIS operations in the inland VPCSAs.” Specifically, it required inland VPCSA
licensees to cease operation on Channel 87B within two years of the effective date of the new rules (i.e.,
March 2, 201 16), but designated additional maritime VHF spectrum — Channel 84 or 85 — for use by the

! See 47 CF.R. §§ 2.106 n.US228, 80.371(c)(1)(i) n.3. Note US228 originally was codified as note US399, but was
renumbered. See Amendment of Parts 1, 2, 15, 25, 73, and 90 of the Commission's Rules to Make Non-Substantive
Editorial Revisions to the Table of Frequency Allocations and to Various Other Rules, Order, 25 FCC Rcd 9712,
9720 1 16 Table 2 (OET/OMD 2010).

% See PacifiCorp Petition for Reconsideration (filed Mar. 2, 2009) (Petition).

3 AIS is defined under the Commission’s Rules as “[a] maritime navigation safety communications system
standardized by the International Telecommunication Union (ITU) and adopted by the International Maritime
Organization (IMO) that provides vessel information, including the vessel’s identity, type, position, course, speed,
navigational status and other safety-related information automatically to appropriately equipped shore stations, other
ships, and aircraft; receives automatically such information from similarly fitted ships; and exchanges data with
shore-based facilities.” 47 C.F.R. § 80.5. It is used to monitor maritime vessel traffic for both navigational safety
and homeland security purposes.

¢ See Amendment of the Commission’s Rules Regarding Maritime Automatic Identification Systems, Second Report
and Order, WT Docket No. 04-344, 23 FCC Red 13711, 13716 § 8 (2008), erratum, 24 FCC Red 3241 (2008)
(:Second Report and Order), recon. pending. The Commission had previously designated Channel 87B for exclusive
AS use in the maritime VPCSAs. See Amendment of the Commission’s Rules Regarding Maritime Automatic
Ielentification Systems, Report and Order and Further Notice of Proposed Rule Making, WT Docket No. 04-344 &
PR Docket No. 92-257, 21 FCC Rcd 8892, 8904 1 18, 8907-08 §f 23-24 (2006).

* See Second Report and Order, 23 FCC Rcd at 13722-25 4 17-21.
¢ See 74 Fed. Reg. 5117 (Jan. 29, 2009).
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1934, as amended, 47 U.S.C. § 154, and Section 1.3 of the Commission’s Rules, 47 C.F.R. § 1.3, that
Section 2.106 note US228 of the Rules, 47 C.F.R. § 2.106 n.US228, and Section 80.371(c)(1)(i) note 3 of

the Rules, 47 C.F.R. § 80.371(c)(1)(1) n.3, ARE WAIVED to the extent provided herein.
3. IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that this Order is effective upon release.

6. These actions are taken under delegated authority pursuant to Sections 0.131 and 0.331 of
the Commission’s Rules, 47 C.F.R. §§ 0.131, 0.331
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