LRAL I
& 0,
“'&

6 PUBLIC NOTICE

Federal Communications Commission

st 2, i L
Washington, D.C. 20554 M A\LED TTY: 1.856-835.8423
MAR -1 701
DA 11-357
m FRE COPY OP':"; FCC Mail Pﬁamsed: February 24 , 2011
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On February 16, 2011, Windstream Corporation (“Windstream”) petitioned the Commission to
allow its recently acquired subsidiary, Windstream Lakedale, Inc. (“Lakedale”), to convert from rate-of-
return regulation to price cap regulation.' Specifically, Windstream requests the “necessary waiver relief
to enable Windstream to apply to Lakedale’s two study areas the universal service mechanism governing
the rest of Windstream’s LECs that were converted to price cap regulation under the Windstream Order.™
Windstream argues that such uniformity of regulatory treatment would “advance the public interest
benefits of the Windstream Order” and that a grant of the requested relief “would increase consumer
welfare by reducing the overall size of the Universal Service Fund (“USF”) and enabling Windstream to
maintain and enhance efficient operations and thereby generate all the competitive benefits of converting
Lakedale to price cap regulation.” In addition, Windstream requests a limited waiver of Section
61.41(c)(2) of the Commission’s rules* so that Lakedale “may continue to operate its study areas under
rate-of-return regulation until Windstream’s next annual access tariff filing,” to be effective on July 1,
2011.° Windstream also requests waiver of Section 69.3(i)(1)° of the Commission’s rules so that
Lakedale “may notify the National Exchange Carrier Association (NECA) of its intent to withdraw from
NECA tariffs on short notice.””

! See Petition of Windstream Corporation for Limited Waiver Relief, WC Docket No. 11-36 (filed February 16,
2011) (“Windstream Petition”).

? Windstream Petition at 1, citing Windstream Petition for Conversion to Price Cap Regulation and for Limited
Waiver Relief, WC Docket No. 07-171, Order, 23 FCC Rcd 5294 (2008) (“Windstream Order™).

? Windstream Petition at 1-2.
*47 C.FR. § 61.41(c)(2).

* Windstream Petition at 1.
847 CFR. § 69.3(i)(1).

? Windstream Petition at 1.









