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Before the
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

Washington, D.C. 20554

In the Matter of

BRIGHT LONG DISTANCE, LTD.

)
)
)

WC Docket No. 11- _

IB File No. _

JOINT DOMESTIC AND INTERNATIONAL APPLICATION FOR
STREAMLINED CONSENT TO TRANSFER CONTROL

Pursuant to section 214 of the Communications Act of 1934, as amended (the "Act"), 1

and sections 63.04 and 63.24 of the Commission's Rules,2 this Application seeks the consent of

the Federal Communications Commission to transfer control of the domestic and international

section 214 authority of Bright Long Distance, Ltd. ("BLD", FRN: 0004338729), which

currently consists of the following 23 members: The Arthur Mutual Telephone Company, The

Ayersville Telephone Company, Bascom Long Distance, Inc., The Benton Ridge Telephone

Company, The Buckland Telephone Company, Com Net, Inc., Conneaut Telephone Company,

Consolidated Electric Cooperative, Inc., Doylestown Telephone Company, The Farmer's Mutual

Telephone Company, The Fort Jennings Telephone Company, Glandorf Telephone Company,

Inc., The Kalida Telephone Company, The McClure Telephone Company, The Middle Point

Home Telephone Company, The New Knoxville Telephone Company, The Ottoville Mutual

Telephone Company, The Ridgeville Telephone Company, Sherwood Mutual Telephone

Association, Inc., Sycamore Telephone Company, Telephone Service Company, The

Vaughnsville Telephone Company, and Wabash Mutual Telephone Company (collectively,

"Transferors") to Com Net, Inc. ("Com Net" or "Transferee").

47 U.S.c. § 214.

47 C.F.R. §§ 63.04 and 63.24.



BLD is a provider of long distance services that has authority to provide statewide

telecommunications service in Ohio. With the exception of ComNet, which owns an 18.5

percent interest in BLD, the Transferors each currently have a 3.7 percent ownership interest in

BLD. The proposed transaction will be accomplished by means of sale by the Transferors

(excluding Com Net) of their membership interests in BLD to Com Net, an Ohio incorporation.

As a result of this transaction, Com Net would be the sole member ofBLD. The Transferors and

the Transferee seek streamlined processing of this Application pursuant to sections 63.03 and

63.12 of the Commission's Rules.3 Granting this Application will serve the public interest,

convenience and necessity, as the proposed transaction will ensure the continued availability of

quality telecommunications services at affordable rates for BLD's customers. The change in

control will be transparent to BLD customers, as BLD will continue to provide the same services

at the same rates, terms, and conditions.

In support of this Application, BLD, the Transferors, and the Transferee (collectively,

"the Applicants") submit the following information, pursuant to sections 63.18 and 63.24 of the

Commission's Rules:

(a) Name, address, and telephone number of each Applicant:

Bright Long Distance, Ltd.
13888 County Road 25A
Wapakoneta, OH 45895
Telephone: (419) 739-3151

Transferors:

The Arthur Mutual Telephone Company
21980 St. Rt. 637
Defiance, OH 43512
Telephone: (419) 393-2233

47 C.F.R. §§ 63.03 and 63.12.
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The Ayersville Telephone Company
27932 Watson Road
Defiance, OH 43512
Telephone: (419) 395-2522

Bascom Long Distance, Inc.
P.O. Box 316
Bascom, OH 44809
Telephone: (419) 937-2222

The Benton Ridge Telephone Company
140 Main Street
Benton Ridge, OH 45816
Telephone: (419) 859-2144

The Buckland Telephone Company
105 South Main Street
Buckland, OH 45819
Telephone: (419) 657-2222

Conneaut Telephone Company
P.O. Box 579
Conneaut, OH 44030
Telephone: (419) 593-7151

Consolidated Electric Cooperative, Inc.
528 Marion Road
Mt. Gilead, OH 43338
Telephone: (419) 949-2901

Doylestown Telephone Company
81 Portage Street
Doylestown, OH 44230
Telephone: (330) 658-2121

The Farmer's Mutual Telephone Company
NO 12 County Road 17D
Okolona, OH 43550
Telephone: (419) 758-3322

The Fort Jennings Telephone Company
65 West Third Street
Fort Jennings, OH 45844
Telephone: (419) 286-2181
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Glandorf Telephone Company, Inc.
135 South Main Street
Glandorf, OH 45848
Telephone: (419) 538-6987

The Kalida Telephone Company
121 East Main Street
Kalida, OH 45853
Telephone: (419) 532-3218

The McClure Telephone Company
311 South East Street
McClure, OH 43534
Telephone: (419) 748-8008

The Middle Point Home Telephone Company
106 1/2 East Jackson Street
Middle Point, OH 45863
Telephone: (419) 968-2000

The New Knoxville Telephone Company
301 West Street
New Knoxville, OH 45871
Telephone: (419) 753-2457

The Ottoville Mutual Telephone Company
245 West Third Street
Ottoville, OH 45876
Telephone: (419) 453-3324

The Ridgeville Telephone Company
S732 County Road 20B
Ridgeville, OH 43555
Telephone: (419) 267-5185

Sherwood Mutual Telephone Association, Inc.
105 West Vine Street
Sherwood, OH 43556
Telephone: (419) 899-2121

Sycamore Telephone Company
104 East 7th Street
Sycamore, OH 44882
Telephone: (419) 927-6012
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Telephone Service Company
2 Willipie Street
Wapakoneta, OH 45895
Telephone: (419) 739-2227

Vaughnsville Telephone Company
187 North Water Street
Vaughnsville, OH 45893
Telephone: (419) 646-3431

Wabash Mutual Telephone Company
6670 Wabash Road
Celina, OH 45822
Telephone: (419) 942-1111

Transferee:

Com Net, Inc.
13888 County Road 25A
Wapakoneta, Ohio 45895
Telephone: (419) 739-3151

(b) Government, state, or territory under the laws of which each corporate or
partnership applicant is organized:

BLD is a limited liability corporation organized under the laws of Ohio.

The Arthur Mutual Telephone Company ("Arthur Mutual") is a non-profit corporation organized
under the laws of Ohio.

The Ayersville Telephone Company ("Ayersville") is a for-profit corporation organized under
the laws of Ohio.

Bascom Long Distance, Inc. ("Bascom") is a for-profit corporation organized under the laws of
Ohio.

The Benton Ridge Telephone Company ("Benton Ridge") is a for-profit corporation organized
under the laws of Ohio.

The Buckland Telephone Company ("Buckland") is a for-profit corporation organized under the
laws of Ohio.

Conneaut Telephone Company ("Conneaut") is a for-profit corporation organized under the laws
of Ohio.

Consolidated Electric Cooperative, Inc. ("Consolidated") is a non-profit corporation organized
under the laws of Ohio.
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Doylestown Telephone Company ("Doylestown") is a for-profit corporation organized under the
laws of Ohio.

The Farmer's Mutual Telephone Company ("Farmer's Mutual") IS a non-profit corporation
organized under the laws of Ohio.

The Fort Jennings Telephone Company ("Fort Jennings") is a for-profit corporation organized
under the laws of Ohio.

Glandorf Telephone Company ("Glandorf') is a for-profit corporation organized under the laws
of Ohio.

The Kalida Telephone Company ("Kalida") is a for-profit corporation organized under the laws
of Ohio.

The McClure Telephone Company ("McClure") is a for-profit corporation organized under the
laws of Ohio.

The Middle Point Home Telephone Company ("Middle Point") IS a for-profit corporation
organized under the laws of Ohio.

The New Knoxville Telephone Company ("New Knoxville") IS a for-profit corporation
organized under the laws of Ohio.

The Ottoville Mutual Telephone Company ("Ottoville") is a non-profit corporation organized
under the laws of Ohio.

The Ridgeville Telephone Company ("Ridgeville") is a for-profit corporation organized under
the laws of Ohio.

The Sherwood Mutual Telephone Association, Inc. ("Sherwood Mutual") IS a non-profit
corporation organized under the laws of Ohio.

Sycamore Telephone Company ("Sycamore") is a for-profit corporation organized under the
laws of Ohio.

Telephone Service Company ("TSC") is a for-profit corporation organized under the laws of
Ohio.

Vaughnsville Telephone Company ("Vaughnsville") is a non-profit corporation organized under
the laws of Ohio.

Wabash Mutual Telephone Company ("Wabash Mutual") is a non-profit corporation organized
under the laws of Ohio.

Com Net is a for-profit corporation organized under the laws of Ohio.
6



(c) Name, title, post office address, and telephone number of the officer or contact
person to whom correspondence concerning the application is to be addressed:

Applicants Correspondence addressed to:
BLD Rebecca L. Hussey, Esq.

Thompson Hine LLP
41 S. High Street, Suite 1700
Columbus, Ohio 43215
Telephone: (614) 469-3353
Email: rebecca.hussey@}thompsonhine.com

Transferors Rebecca L. Hussey, Esq.
Thompson Hine LLP
41 S. High Street, Suite 1700
Columbus, Ohio 43215
Telephone: (614) 469-3353
Email: rebecca.hussey@thompsonhine.com

Transferee Rebecca L. Hussey, Esq.
Thompson Hine LLP
41 S. High Street, Suite 1700
Columbus, Ohio 43215
Telephone: (614) 469-3353
Email: rebecca.hussev@}thompsonhine.com

(d) Section 214 Authorizations

Bright Long Distance:

Transferors:

Transferee:

BLD holds domestic section 214 authorization, as well as
international 214 authorization, as granted in IB File No. ITC-214­
199971117-00708.

Each Transferor holds blanket domestic section 214 authority.
None of the Transferors, however, holds international section 214
authorization individually.

Com Net does not hold domestic or international section 214
authority.

(e) None of the statements in section 63.18(e)(I) or (2) ofthe Commission's Rules4 is

pertinent to this transaction, as only a transfer of control is contemplated herein.

(I) The Applicants do not seek additional authority pursuant to section 63 .18(f) of the

Commission's Rules,5 as only a transfer of control is contemplated herein.

4 47 C.F.R. § 63.18(e).
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(g) The Applicant is not seeking facilities-based authority under section 63.18(e)(3) of the

Commission's Rules,6 as only a transfer of control is contemplated herein.

(h) Name, address, citizenship, and principal business of any person or entity that
directly or indirectly owns at least ten (10) percent of the equity of Com Net, and the
percentage of equity owned by each of those entities:

No person or entity owns a ten percent or greater interest in Com Net.

Interlocking Directorates

Upon consummation of the change in control, Com Net will have no interlocking

directorates with a foreign carrier. (See attached certification, Attachment B).

(i) Foreign Carriers and International Services

Com Net is not a foreign carrier within the meaning of section 63.09(d) of the

Commission's Rules.? Com Net is likewise not affiliated with a foreign carrier within the

meaning of section 63.09(e) of the Commission's Rules. 8 (See attached certification, Attachment

B).

(j) International Telecommunications Services

Com Net does not seek to provide international services for any destination country to

which section 63.18(j)(1) through (4) of the Commission's Rules9 applies, nor will it accept

special concessions directly or indirectly from any foreign carrier with respect to any U.S.

international route where the foreign carrier possesses market power on the foreign end of the

route. (See attached certifications, Attachment B).

6
47 C.F.R. § 63.18(f).
47 C.F.R. § 63.18(e)(3).
47 C.F.R. § 63.09(d).
47 C.F.R. § 63.09(e)
47 C.F.R. § 63.180)(1) through (4).
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(k) Com Net has listed no destination countries In response to section 63.180) of the

Commission's Rules. lo

(I) Com Net does not propose to resell the international switched services of an unaffiliated

u.s. carrier for the purpose of providing international telecommunications services to a country

where it is a foreign carrier or affiliated with a foreign carrier.

(m) Com Net is not a foreign carrier, nor is it affiliated with foreign carriers in any country

listed in response to section 63.18(i) of the Commission's Rules. 11

(n) Certification Regarding Special Concessions

Com Net has not agreed to accept special concessions directly or indirectly from any

foreign carrier with respect to an U.S. international route where the foreign carrier possesses

market power on the foreign end of the route. Further, Com Net will not enter into such

agreements in the future. (See attached certification, Attachment B).

(0) Certification pursuant to 47 C.F.R. sections 1.2001 through 1.2003 that no party to
the application is subject to denial of Federal benefits pursuant to section 5301 of the Anti­
Drug Abuse Act of 1988:

BLD, the Transferors, and the Transferee certify, pursuant to 47 C.F.R. sections 1.2001

through 1.2003, that no party to the present Application is subject to the denial of federal benefits

pursuant to section 5301 of the Anti-Drug Abuse Act of 1988. (See attached certifications,

Attachment B).

(p) Statement as to how the application fits into one or more of the presumptive
streamlined categories or why it is otherwise appropriate for streamlined treatment:

The Applicants believe that this Application is entitled to streamlined processing

pursuant to section 63.12(a) through (b) of the Commission's Rules. 12 Specifically, none of the

10

11

12

47 C.F.R. § 63.18(j).
47 C.F.R. § 63.18(i).
47 C.F.R. § 63.12(a) through (b).
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exclusionary criteria for streamlined processing set forth in section 63.12(c) of the Commission's

Rules 13 apply to this transaction. In light of these circumstances, the Applicants believe that the

streamlined processing of this Application is proper.

Conclusion:

For the reasons stated above, the Applicants respectfully submit that the public interest,

convenience, and necessity would be furthered by a grant of this Application. Please see

Attachment A, appended hereto, in support of the domestic section 214 transfer of control

portion of this Application.

Respectfully submitted,

c~~~·~
Rebecca L. Hussey
41 S. High Street, Suite 1700
Columbus, Ohio 43215
Tel: 614-469-3200
Fax: 614-469-3361
Email: carolvn.flahivermthomosonhine.com

rebeeca.hussevla2thompsonhine.com

Counsel to the Applicants

February 28,2011

13 47 C.F.R. § 63.l2(c).
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ATTACHMENT A:

Attached please find the infonnation described in paragraphs (a)(6) through (a)(l2) of

section 63.04 of the Commission's Rules,14 as pertains to the domestic section 214 portion of this

application:

(a)(6) Description ofthe Transaction:

The proposed transaction consists of the acquisition by Com Net, Inc. of the remaining

81.5 percent equity interest in BLD owned by the other 22 members of BLD. Immediately

following the proposed transaction, Com Net will be the sole member ofBLD.

(a)(7) Description of the geographic areas in which the transferors and transferee (and
their affiliates) offer domestic telecommunications services, and what services are provided
in each area:

Name Access Counties Exchange High- Digital Inter- Electric Other
Lines Served Access Speed High- exchange Service
Served Service Data Speed Services

Service Internet
Access

BLD ./

Arthur 1,100 Defiance 0/ ./ 0/

Mutual Paulding
Putnam

Aversville 1,000 Defiance 0/ ./ 0/

14 47 C.F.R. § 63.04(a)(6) through (12).
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Name Access Counties Exchange High- Digital Inter- Electric Other
Lines Served Access Speed High- exchange Service
Served Service Data Speed Services

Service Internet
Access

Bascom 1,200 Seneca ../ ../ ../

Benton 944 Henry ../ ../ ../

Ridge Putnam
Hancock

Buckland 660 Allen ./ ../ ../

Auglaize
Conneaut 5300 Ashtabula ./ ../ ../

Consolid- 16,000 Delaware ../

ated mem- Franklin
bers Knox

Licking
Marion
Morrow
Richland
Union

Dovlestown 2,600 Wayne ../ ./ ../

Farmer's 400 Defiance ../ ../ ../

Mutual Henrv
Fort 850 Allen ../ ../ ../

Jennings Putnam
Glandorf 1,100 Putnam .I ../ .I

Kalida 1,450 Putnam .I .I ../

McClure 600 Henry ../ ../ ../

Wood
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Name Access Counties Exchange High- Digital Inter- Electric Other
Lines Served Access Speed High- exchange Service
Served Service Data Speed Services

Service Internet
Access

Middle Point 630 Van Wert ../ ../ ../

New 1,100 Auglaize ../ ../ ../

Knoxville Shelbv
Ottoville 1,400 Paulding ../ ../ ../

Putnam
Van Wert

Ridgeville 700 Defiance ../ ../ ../

Fulton
Henry
Williams

Sherwood 1,200 Defiance ../ ../ ../

Mutual Paulding
Sycamore 1,500 Crawford ../ ../ ../

Seneca
Wvandot

Telephone 7,400 Allen ../ ../ ../

Service Co. Auglaize
Vaughnsville 300 Allen ../ ../ ../

Putnam
Wabash 2,500 Mercer ../ ../ ../

Mutual
Com Net ../*

(* Designates unregulated telecommunications services)

(a)(8) Statement as to how the Application fits into one or more of the presumptive
streamlined categories or why it is otherwise appropriate for streamlined treatment:

The Applicants believe that this Application is entitled to streamlined processing

pursuant to section 63.03(b)(1)(ii) and (b)(2)(i) of the Commission's Rules. First, Com Net, the

Transferee, is not a telecommunications provider. Second, none of the Applicants is dominant

with respect to any service. In light of these circumstances, the Applicants believe that the

streamlined processing of this Application is proper.

(a)(9) Identification of all other Commission applications related to the same transaction.

No other Commission applications will be filed with respect to this transaction.
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(a)(10) Statement of whether the Applicants are requesting special consideration because
either party to the transaction is facing imminent business failure.

No party to this transaction is facing imminent business failure at this time; therefore, the

Applicants are not requesting special consideration on these grounds.

(a)(11) Identification of any separately filed waiver requests being sought in conjunction
with the transaction.

No separately filed waivers or waiver requests are being sought in conjunction with the

proposed transaction.

(a)(12) Statement showing how a grant of the Application will serve the public interest,
convenience, and necessity, including any additional information that may be necessary to
show the effect of the proposed transaction on competition in domestic markets.

The proposed transaction will serve the public interest by ensuring the continued

availability of quality telecommunications services at affordable rates for the businesses and

residents of the areas served by BLD. The change in control will be transparent to BLD

customers, as BLD will continue to provide the same services at the same rates, terms, and

conditions.
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ATTACHMENT B: CERTIFICATIONS



CERTIFICATION

I, Eric Roughton, General Manager of Arthur Mutual Telephone Company,
hereby certify that no party to this Application is subject to a denial of federal benefits
pursuant to section 5301 of the Anti-Drug Abuse Act of 1988, 21 U.S.C. § 853(a).



CERTIFICATION

I, Phillip D. Maag, Secretaryffreasurer of Ayersville Telephone Company, hereby certify
that no party to this Application is subject to a denial of federal benefits pursuant to section 5301
ofthe Anti-Drug Abuse Act of 1988,21 U.S.C. § 853(a).



CERTIFICATION

I, Kathy Reinhart, Manager of Bascom Long Distance, Inc., hereby certiry that no party
to this Application is subject to a denial of federal benefits pursuant to section 5301 of the Anti­
Drug Abuse Act of 1988,21 U.S.C. § 853(a).



CERTIFICATION

I, Ken Williams, President and Chief Executive Officer of The Benton Ridge Telephone
Company, hereby certify that no party to this Application is subject to a denial of federal benefits
pursuant to section 5301 of the Anti-Drug Abuse Act of 1988,21 U.S.C. § 853(a).



CERTIFICATION

I, Douglas Place, General Manager of Buckland Telephone Company, hereby certify that
no party to this Application is subject to a denial of federal benefits pursuant to section 5301 of
the Anti-Drug Abuse Act of 1988,21 U.S.c. § 853(a).



•

•

•

CERTIFICATION

I, Ken Johnson, General Manager of Conneaut Telephone Company, hereby certify that
no party to this Application is subject to a denial of federal benefits pursuant to section 5301 of
the Anti-Drug Abuse Act of 1988,21 U.S.C. § 853(a).



CERTIFICATION

I, Jerry Lauer, President and Chief Executive Officer of Consolidated Electric
Cooperative, hereby certify that no party to this Application is subject to a denial of federal
benefits pursuant to section 5301 of the Anti-Drug Abuse Act of 1988,21 U.S.C. § 853(a).

Z~4.' ..--..fusident/
z..-I-//
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CERTIFICATION

I, Thomas Brockman, President of Doylestown Telephone Company, hereby certify that
no party to this Application is subject to a denial of federal benefits pursuant to section 5301 of
the Anti-Drug Abuse Act of 1988,21 U.S.C. § 853(a).


