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l)car Chairman (ic'nacllOlI·ski.

I hallk y{)lI 1i-1I- your kac.krship ill addressing issues arlt:cting the I.iklillc program at the
\ larch .1 111 FCC meL'ling. Illlhcsc trying economic times. these programs arc c.'\lrL'l1ld:
illlp<1l"1anllO Ill" consliluenls "nd their Itllllilies. I applalld yOLl1" emlJ"ls tn hoth increase
part ic ipat ion ill tIKSL' progrnills and I'C I(H"11l them to d illl inalc \\ aSLc. fraud alld .:thus..: .

.\s Councilman I,ll' '\·ard.t. I understand the circe I Ihc recession h'ls had on Ill'
Cllllsti\llL'tlts. I rcprcsctlllllodcratc 10 low income J~lI11i1ics \\"110 rely Oil the sCITiccs ol'thc
I.i I'd illC program.

I hc' n1<l.joril' orthe ITCs proposed rcJlll"lllS lIere hOlh re'lsl)llahk and. I helie'e.
IIllill"lIel\" heneliciallo bOlh the l.ill:l.inc progralll and ils users. II0II·e,,,,r. Ihere II ere
Ihree proposed changes Ihal I hclic'"C '''mrld hm'e an illlmcdiate and deleleriolls impaci ,111

Ihe IIsers o"I.ill:lille sCITiccs.

Thc' ITC proposed a "minimulll chargc". either a Illonthl,' Icc or one tilllc c,tHOII'llelll le'e.
III participalc in lI'ireless I.il"cline programs. In addili,,,,- Ihc FCC rccommelllkd Ihe
eliminalion "r"selr-certilication" in Ihe I.il"cline program Ihal lIolrid Ilnce clHollees to
pnl\ ide onerous proor or pm"Crty. essentially.

I knl'" lirslhand Ihe people lI'ho rcl,' on such a "aluable program and I bclie"c Ihal Ihcse
proposals. cspecially II hen combined. prcselll an enormous barricr 10 entry 10 Ihe
program. This UllnCCl'ssary bnrricr is aimed al e.\"o('((1' the type or cncluscr tllL'Sl'

pnlgrallls SlllHlld he rC'lching and IW\l' been reaching ill rL'ccllt :l'ars. To hOlh n...·qui!"l, lilal



somcone prOlT that they arc poor ("'Iow-incomc" in thc parlancc of thc FCC) and ask
them to pa\' a I".:c to receiyc selyices that their povert\· qualilics thcm lor. is pcr\"\:rsc and
unrcasonable. Thcsc programs ha\'c bccn succcssful in recent years becausc thc)' arc both
frcc and casily accessible to the averagc quali l"ying consumer. If thc FCC s
rccommcndations are adoptcd. thc program will be immediately handicappcd.

I also ha\'c grcat conccrn about the Fees recommendation of capping support Il,r thc
11l\\-incomc portion of the I.ifclinc program. To do so "'ould again strikc atthc hcart of
"hat has madc I.iklinc morc sucecssful in thc pastthrec \Tars than in the m'cr t"cl1l\­
)car Iii".: ofthc program. Much ofthc risc in participation in the Lifelinc pl'ogram has
becn duc to the "great reccssion" which has affected this country in rcccnt ycars and thc
high uncmployment that has accompanied it.

Again I am cxtrcmely supportive of the Fees efforts to modcrnize the Lifelinc program.
Thcre arc somc \'cry strong proposals that "'crc put fOlward which I belic\'c" ill
strcngthcn thc program and help to e1iminatc ,,·asle. fraud and abusc. Ilo,,·c\"<:r. on bchalf
of my constitucnts. I lecl strongly that thc rccommcnded usagc kes and Ihc e1imimJlion
of"self-certilication" procedures will eripplc an important federal program at a timc
"'hcn il is necdcd thc most.

Thank YOU for your Icadcrship in addrcssing thc issues with thcsc critical programs.
look Il)1"\\'ard Il) observing the ongoing ruklllaking process.
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