
As a long time user of GSM networks within the USA, I am deeply concerned by the proposed merger

of AT&T and T-Mobile.

 

GSM is an important technology to develop further within the US due to its wide global usage.

Eliminating competition in this spectrum will slow innovation and let the USA fall further behind other

nations in this technology.

 

Further and more important from a personal perspective, if AT&T and T-Mobile merged consumers

would surely feel many negative impacts.

 

Firstly, many fewer GSM cellphone options would be available to consumers. AT&T has a history of

tightly controlling consumer choice of handsets... a well know reason many consumers choose T-

Mobile. This choice would no longer be available for those consumers interested in GSM. The market

would suffer.

 

In addition, pricing on those handsets and associated rate plans would go up due to the monopoly on

GSM technology in the USA this merger would create. This pricing increase will lead to hardware

manufactures supplying the GSM market and consumers of the GSM market suffering significantly.

 

Lastly, AT&T has shown it is completely unable to build and maintain their network in a reasonable

timeframe. For instance, see any reporting on network issues for the last few years related to iPhone

traffic. In light of these failures, AT&T's promise to create a wide LTE network covering a large portion

of the US consumers is laughable. Not only would there be limited motivation to roll this out due to the

monopolistic control they would possess, AT&T would simply not be technically capable of this feat.

This would be especially true as AT&T will need to expend all of their technical resources combining

two different companies worth of radio frequency into a single coherent strategy.

 

Personally, and with all of the above issues expressed, I am so opposed to this merger that I am

seriously considering moving to Europe should it go through. I do not want to live in a country where

the government would allow a single company so much control of a vital technology. Further, I do not

want to suffer under the restrictions and limitations of AT&T just to use my preferred GSM cell phone

technology.

 

Good day.


