
I have found that the online tech sites have summarized my objections to the most egregious issues

more eloquently than my own phrasing, so I shall quote them here:

 

"T-Mobile has been pretty experimental and innovative: It has experimented with newer technologies

such as UMA, built its own handsets and has generally been a more consumer-centric company.

AT&T, on the other hand, has the innovation of a lead pencil and has the mentality more suited to a

monopoly: a position it wants to regain."  --GigaOm

 

"They take chances on phones! Remember, they were the first carrier to introduce Android to the

masses in the T-Mobile G1. (AT&T was the last). They have cheap plans! Their Fav 5 plan was a

huge selling point that spurred other carriers to buck up and offer better deals. Their UMA Wi-Fi

calling was awesome. They had really good customer service! No seriously, talking to T-Mobile

service reps was not a disgusting experience in humanity like the other big carriers. All that's going to

be gone."  --Gizmodo

 

As a consumer who switched to T-Mobile when Alltel was bought by Verizon (their merger rendered

the existing service plans unavailable for renewal after expiration), my worry about AT&T gaining

control of a competitor that drove the market towards competitive anti-monopoly practices (see the

"Fav 5" scenario above for an example) while promoting openness (see the Android/G1 scenario,

also above) is very real.

 

Links:

http://arstechnica.com/tech-policy/news/2011/03/internet-explodes-with-snark-anger-despair-over-t-

mobiles-sale.ars

http://gigaom.com/2011/03/20/in-att-t-mobile-merger-everybody-loses/

http://gizmodo.com/#!5783766/att-is-buying-t+mobile


