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Dear Ms. Dortch: 

 On June 17, 2011, Jim Coltharp, Chief Policy Advisor for FCC & Regulatory Policy at 
Comcast Corporation (“Comcast”), and David Murray and the undersigned of Willkie Farr & 
Gallagher LLP, representing Comcast, had a telephone call with Dave Grimaldi, Chief of Staff and 
Media Legal Advisor to Commissioner Mignon Clyburn.  We discussed issues related to the 
Commission’s notice of proposed rulemaking on program carriage. 

 Specifically, we discussed the fact that the current video programming marketplace is thriving 
and highly competitive.  In this environment, it is imperative for cable operators to select 
programming, regardless of affiliation, that will attract and retain consumers.  We noted that nearly six 
out of every seven channels carried by Comcast are unaffiliated with either Comcast or NBCUniversal 
(even under the Commission’s broad attribution standard that counts networks in which an entity has a 
minor, non-controlling interest as “affiliated”).  We also noted Comcast’s commitments, in connection 
with the Commission’s approval of the NBCUniversal transaction, to carry ten independent networks 
and to provide greater opportunities for independent programming producers. 

 We also explained that proposed expansion of the program carriage rules – for example, by 
mandating carriage through a “standstill” process before the Commission has determined a violation 
has occurred – would raise significant legal issues and prejudge related issues that are reportedly being 
considered in a further notice of proposed rulemaking.  We urged that the Commission provide all 
interested parties an opportunity to comment on a standstill proposal. 
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 Kindly direct any questions regarding this matter to my attention. 

 

   Sincerely, 

 

   /s/ Michael D. Hurwitz 
   Michael D. Hurwitz 
       Counsel for Comcast Corporation 
 
cc: Dave Grimaldi 


