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June 24, 2011 

 

VIA ECFS       EX PARTE  

Ms. Marlene H. Dortch 

Secretary 

Federal Communications Commission 

445 12th Street, SW, Room TW-A325 

Washington, DC 20554 

 

Re: Unbundled Network Elements, WC Docket No. 04-313; Review of the Section 251 

Unbundling Obligations of Incumbent Local Exchange Carriers, CC Docket No. 01-

338 

Dear Ms. Dortch: 

On June 3, 2011, Gene Watkins of Cbeyond, Inc. (“Cbeyond”) and the undersigned met with 

representatives from the General Counsel’s Office and the Wireline Competition Bureau to explain 

why the Commission should clarify that the definition of a business line in Section 51.5 of the 

Commission’s rules should include unbundled network element (“UNE”) loops that only (1) serve 

business customers and (2) are connected to switches.
1
  During the meeting, we explained that it is 

relatively easy to identify the UNEs used to serve business lines connected to switches.  As Mr. 

Watkins explained, competitors and incumbent LECs routinely undertake this kind of line 

identification process.  The attached ex parte filing by Qwest, in which Qwest describes its 

methodology for counting business lines, proves this point.  As Qwest explains in the letter, Qwest 

undertook exactly the type of verification process with CLECs that is required to identify UNEs used 

to serve business lines connected to switches.  Qwest’s own conduct, therefore, fully refutes any 

argument that it is too burdensome or difficult for incumbent LECs to identify UNE business lines 

connected to switches. 

                                                 
1
 See Letter from Thomas Jones, counsel for Cbeyond, Inc. to Marlene Dortch, WC Docket No. 04-

313, CC Docket No. 01-338, filed June 7, 2011. 
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Please do not hesitate to contact me at (202) 303-1111 if you have any questions or concerns 

regarding this submission. 

       

      Respectfully submitted, 

      /s/ Thomas Jones   

      Thomas Jones 

      Counsel for Cbeyond, Inc. 

 

cc (via email): Austin Schlick 

  Richard Welch 

Laurel Bergold 

Jacob Lewis 

Peter Karanjia  

Deena Shetler 

Bill Dever 

Tim Stelzig 

Melissa Kirkel 

Lisa Gelb 
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