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Rc: Comment Deadlines Established Regarding the LightSquill"cd Technical Working
CI"llUp Report. IB Docket No. II ~ 109

[)ear Secretary Dortch.

Thank you for your hard work Oil behalf of the UniICd St,Hl:S 01" America.

R,-,cellily. I had the opportunity 10 meet with n:prcsentativl:s of"LightSquarcd:- a
company Ihnt is endeavoring [0 build a stalc~()r"lhc-arl open wireless broadband network
and looking to cl\:at<: jobs and investment in our State. My understanding is that
LightSquared has been working collaboratively with the Fedcral Communications
COl1lmission (FCC). e.\;eclltivc branch agencies. and the GPS community to ensure that
their critical broadband services <lnd GPS can coexisl. At the request of the FCC, a
\l.:c1l1lical working group has been lormed and is submil1ing 1110nthly reports to the FCC
articulating its progress. 1 understand that l.ightSquared will only launch eommcreial
operations in their band once the process with the FCC is completed to the satisfaction of
the government.

I am writing to respeelfully request that the FCC prudently and expeditiollsly vet
l.ightSquarec!·s next-generation oCwireless broadband serviec. I do not. in any way.
illlend to suggest that the FCC approve or n:jcctthc LightSquare(rs service on its
technical merits. Rather. I silllply request that the FCC makl: a I;'\ir determination as
eniciently as possible. I believe the constituents that I represent. families and businesses
m:ross Calilorni:l and the United States America. lllay benefit ir LightSquarcd is able to
accomplish the business objectives it has set lorth. As GPS has become an essential and
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useful part orlhe l~lbric oflhe lives or many Americans. I believe Ihal LighlSquared. 100,

has Ihe same inen:dible potenlial.

For example. J support LighlSquared's plans 10 bring high· speed wireless capacity 10

rural communities that [ represent in the 40th Senate District in the California State
Legislature. I believe Ihat increasing Ihe availabililY of high-speed mobile capacity to
Ihese areas and other underserved regions is positive and may allow more Americans 10

lake advantage of cUlling-edge telecommunications technology.

Additionally, my understanding is Ihat LightSquared's next-generation wireless
broadband service could improve Ihe capabilities of emergency response professionals.
especially first responders, who rely on seamless, high-qualilY communications to protect
American families from harm. I Suppor1lhe elTon of companies. like LightSquared, Ihat
complemenllheir ground-based system with a satellite backup, allowing first responders
10 communicate if ground-based systems arc damaged in a natural disaster.

Across America. demand for mobile-broadband service seems 10 be skyrockeling due to
the Iremendous prolileration of mobile devices into everyday life. Without robust
investmelll and competition in Ihis area. Ihe United Stales risks falling behind in
broadband speed. capacity and adoption. while other countries become leaders in Ihis
importanl area. This could be devaslating for our nation's compctitiveness in a rapidly
globalizing economy. Hcalthy compelilion in the mobile-broadband marketplace may
encourage the investment of billions of dollars and creale thousands ofjobs al a time
when our cconomy sorcly needs help.

For these reasons. I hope thai you will prudently and expeditiously vet LiglllSquared's
wirclcss broadband network. Thank you for your attention 10 this request. Please feel
free to call me al (916) 651-4040 with any questions.

Sincerely,

rj~
tlan Vargas

Senator
California Siale Senate. 40lh Disirici


