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August 11 , 2011 

The Honorable Julius Genachowski 
Federal Communications Commission 
44512'" Street SW 
Washington, DC 20554 

Dear Commissioner Genachowski: 

The Tennessee Valley Regional Communications System (TVRCS) submitted a 
Iong-tenn evolution (L TE) waiver application to the FCC in March of this year. 
Since its inception in 2009, the TVReS has evolved into a model consortium by 
demonstrating inleroperability in thirteen counties in easl Tennessee and 
northwest Georgia. 

The l TE waiver application is also part of the long-term solulion for Tennessee's 
Statewide Interoperable Communications Plan for the Tennessee Highway Patrol. 
We are preparing to submit a waiver application for a statewide solulion and will 
ensure that our request coordinates fully with the TVReS request. 

The State of Tennessee has been a supporter of the lYRCS since its inception , 
and I support its waiver application. Thank you for your consideration. 

:f;'VJ-
Bill Haslam 
Governor 

c: HOf"IOfable Ron Littlefield 
Mayor of City of Chattanooga 
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City of Chattanooga 

June 9, 2011 

Honor~b~ Julius G~n<lchows~1 
Federal Communications Commission 
44512'" Street SW 
WuhinglOn, DC 20554 

Dei' Hono",ble Genachowskl: 

Ron Littlefield, Mayor 

I am wrlt1rc 10 you n 1M MilVOr of the City ofCh<lttanOOHlI, CEO, of the community Iocited In the 
EUlern section of Tlmnes.see near Ihe Nort~st Georgia border, for the purpose of requesting your 
understanding and support 01 " pending brOlldb.and, long-term evolution (l TEl wiive. appli<;alion 
submitted by the Tenouse!! Valley Regional CommunitllHons System (lVRCS)In March, 2011. The 
TVRCS Is an Interoperilbli! communlallons consortium formed by the &oyern~nts 01 thirteen (HI 
Tenneulle lind Gllol'&I;o 1000il goyemmenu. 

We recosnizl! the ansoios efforts of the Fed!!1'111 Communications Commission (FCC) in support of public 
safety commu"iutloni under your leadership. We ,ppl~ud the FCC's National8roadband (N8P), which 
milkes great strides towards iddresslng public safety's needs. We are p ...... sed with the FCC'S 
establishment of the EmerRencv Response Interoperabllity Center (ERIC), which will facilitate altalnlng 
NBP goals. 

We respectfultv seek .,.our attention to sever,,1 imporunt and urRent Items pending before tke 
Commission, lind request your support In ~soMng them as quicktv U pouible. 

• The NIICS waNer request, If granted, would allow nrly deployment 01 public safety wire .... ss 
brolldbllnd networks in areas of the nation that were recently hit with devastallns tornados 
(both In TennesSH ilnd Northwest Georgia on April 27). 

• The current NRCS·manllged, P25 Reglon,1 System provides mission critlclll voice 
communications, but laCks n«essilry broadband cilp .. bllities essenU.1 to meeting the totality 01 
public Sillety communications requl~ments. Cur~ntly Our equipment Is Slate of the art and the 
TVRCS Is used as iI model lor our State "nd surroundinl a~iI, and we seek to .. ttaln the nut 
.... vel of secu~d communications. 

• It Is urgent that we SHk to uparade our first ~Sponde""5 communications systems. 
• We Wflre entou.aRed that the Commis~on released pendins waivers for comment (In 

November,201O). We were furtker encouraged that support wu mong lor waiver approvills. 
Unfortuniltetv, the FCC hu not yet granted Our waiver. 

• We note that the Commission apprOlled 21 waiver requests In 2010. There are no material 
differences between the approved requests and ours (TVRCS). 

101 [."llllh~· Chaa.nooga. T~lHOl 
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Page 2 
Honorable Julius Gen~chowski 
Ju"," 9, 2011 

~ TVRCS hn plans ready to procure the flm pha~ of our 700Hz wire len broadband network. We 
res~ctfuUy urge the Commlnion to ipprove our Waiver request. We understand there are funding 
concerns ilnd reference the NBP's promotion of public'private partnerships and the levt!raglng of 
commercill urritr infrastructures. The~ alternative modeb may not result in total networt. build-outs. 
but ttM!y mlly pave the Will' for comprehensive network build-outs, once federal funding hu been 
provided. We ilre designi"ll our network pliJns consistent with ttM! NBP. We desire to SUrt to 
strengttM!n our public \.afely broadband communications systems in thi! ClIlendilr year. Thank you for 
your continued leadership ;lnd support of improved public \.afety communications. With your help, and 
ttM! timely response of the Commission, we will sUCCee<lll building better networks that can be counted 
on to protect our citizens. 

Sincerely yours. 

Ron Littlefoeld 
Mayor 

cc: FCC Commissioners 
ceo FCC Publi<: Safety ilnd Homelilnd Security Bureau 


