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Petition for Reconsideration

Signal Above LLC (“Signal Above”), by its attorneys, files this Petition for
Reconsideration of the Second Report and Order released July 15, 2011 ( the “Order”) This
Petition seeks reconsideration of the Commission’s proposed hard deadline of September 1,
2015 for low power television stations to cease analog operations and commence digital
operations exclusively. For the reasons set forth below, Signal Above, licensee of WDCN-LP,
Channel 6 Fairfax, Virginia, and WDCO-LP channel 6 Salisbury, Maryland, respectfully
proposes that no hard DTV conversion deadline is required for LPTVs either to complete
spectrum reallocation or to implement the National Broadband Plan goal of maximizing
spectrum for broadband uses or that at the very least any deadline should be fixed to the later of
September 1, 2011 or twelve months after final adoption of a Broadband Plan. Imposing an
arbitrary DTV deadline for analog LPTV stations will penalize the efficient and innovative use

of spectrum the Commission is committed to fostering, and it will gratuitously and seriously










Washington, D.C.’s Hispanic population, a traditionally underserved market and a market that
will no longer be served if WDCN-LP is forced to convert to digital operation. According to the
most recent Arbitron data, Signal Above’s audio service on 87.7 FM is reaching many thousands
of people and listened to by thousands of mostly Hispanics. WDCN-LP provides localized and
diverse audio programming and serves businesses and firms of modest size by preserving a
primary medium of communication with the Hispanic market.” Other analog Channel 6 operators
are likewise providing important programming to significant, oftentimes minority, audiences in
other major markets.

There are no persuasive reasons, much less a compelling basis, to require thousands of
low power television operators to expend the resources to construct digital facilities prior to
adoption of the Commission's final Broadband Plan. In the Commission’s Digital LPTV Order,
the Commission determined it would be irrational and arbitrary to set a deadline for the low
power DTV transition at that time, “given the uncertainties relating to the full service DTV
transition.” It would be equally irrational and arbitrary to set a deadline for low power DTV
transition at this time, given the uncertainties related to the Commission’s Broadband Plan. The
Plan, which contemplates using much of existing television spectrum for broadband, clearly
creates a fundamental ambiguity about available TV spectrum. Requiring buildouts on channels
that may well be taken away or no longer available creates an uncertainty even more acute than

at the time of the DTV full power transition.

2 See An Inquiry Into the Future Role of Low Power Television Broadcasting and Television Translators in the
National Telecommunications System, 47 Fed. Reg. 21468, at 21526 (1982)

LPTV was considered “a rich, if distant, opportunity to promote diversity of ownership generally and to widen
opportunities for minority ownership in particular; it also may serve as a testing ground for new regulatory
approaches.” Id. (Separate Statement of Commissioner Henry M. Rivera).

3 See Digital LPTV Order, 19 FCC Red at 19388






