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On July 15,2011, Telecom Argentina USA, Inc. (Telecom Argentina USA) filed an application, 
pursuant to section 63.03 of the Commission's rules, I requesting authority for a transfer of control that 
took place without Commission consent in April 2009. 

Telecom Argentina USA, a Delaware corporation providing interstate pre-paid card services 
throughout the U.S., is a wholly-owned subsidiary of Telecom Argentina S.A Telecom Argentina S.A 
in turn is controlled by Nortel Inversora S.A, which is controlled by Sofora Telecommunicaciones S.A 
(Sofora). All of these entities, except Telecom Argentina USA, have Argentina citizenship. Prior to the 
transaction that is the subject of this application, control over Telecom Argentina USA was held by 
Telecom Italia S.p.A (TI), an Italian company, and its controlled company, Telecom Italia International 
NV (TII), a Dutch holding company (TI and Til, the Telecom Italia Group), with the Telecom Italia 
Group indirectly holding 50 percent of the equity of Telecom Argentina USA, and W de Argentina
Inversiones, S.L. (W de Argentina), a Spanish limited liability company, holding 48 percent? On April 
17, 2009, W de Argentina's ownership interest in Telecom Argentina USA increased to 50 percent when 
it acquired a two percent interest held by France Telecom.3 Telecom Argentina USA states that it did not 
file a domestic section 214 transfer of control application at the Commission at that time.4 

147 C.F.R § 63 .03; see 47 US.C. § 214. Telecom Argentina USA is also filing applications for transfer of control 
associated with authorization for international services. Any action on this domestic section 214 application is 
without prejudice to Commission action on other related, pending applications. Telecom Argentina USA filed 
supplements to its domestic section 214 application on July 25 and 26 and August 22, 2011. 

2 The Telecom Italia Group and W de Argentina hold their interests through Sofora. After the transaction at issue in 
this application, Sofora owned 67.79 percent ofthe capital of Norte 1 Inversora S.A, which owned 54.74 percent of 
the capital of Telecom Argentina S.A, which in turns holds 100 percent of the shares of Telecom Argentina USA 

3 Applicants state that, subsequent to the two percent increase, the Telecom Italia Group increased its ownership of 
Sofora to 58 percent by purchasing equity held by W de Argentina, with the remaining 42 percent retained by W de 
Argentina. This subsequent transfer occurred on October 13, 2010. On March 9,2011, Telecom Italia Group 
increased its share ownership in Sofora to 68 percent by purchasing equity held by W de Argentina, with the 
remaining 32 percent held by W de Argentina. Telecom Argentina USA field a domestic section 214 application on 



2) Tracey Wilson, Competition Policy Division, Wireline Competition Bureau, 
tracey. wilson@fcc.gov; 

3) Jodie May, Competition Policy Division, Wire line Competition Bureau, jodie.may@fcc.gov; 

4) David Krech, Policy Division, International Bureau, david.krech@fcc.gov; and 

5) Jim Bird, Office of General Counsel, jim.bird@fcc.gov. 

Filings and comments are available for public inspection and copying during regular business 
hours at the FCC Reference Information Center, Portals II, 445 12th Street, S.W., Room CY-A257, 
Washington, D.C. 20554. They may also be purchased from the Commission's duplicating contractor, 
Best Copy and Printing, Inc., Portals II, 445 12th Street, S.W., Room CY-B402, Washington, D.C. 20554; 
telephone: (202) 488-5300; fax: (202) 488-5563; e-mail: fcc@bcpiweb.com; uri: www.bcpiweb.com. 

People with Disabilities: To request materials in accessible formats for people with disabilities 
(braille, large print, electronic files, audio format), send an e-mail to fcc504@fcc.gov or call the 
Consumer & Governmental Affairs Bureau at (202) 418-0530 (voice), (202) 418-0432 (tty). 

For further information, please contact Tracey Wilson at (202) 418-1394 or Jodie May at 
(202) 418-0913. 
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