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Before the 
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

Washington, D.C. 20554 
 
       ) 
Section 63.71 Application of     ) 
       ) WC Docket No.11-129 
AT&T Corp. d/b/a AT&T Advanced   ) 
Solutions      )       
       ) Comp. Pol. File No. 1000 
For Authority Pursuant to Section 214 of   ) 
The Communications Act of 1934, As Amended, ) 
To Discontinue the Provision of Service  ) 

 

REPLY COMMENTS OF AT&T CORP. D/B/A AT&T ADVANCED SOLUTIONS 
 

AT&T Inc. on behalf of its affiliate, AT&T Corp. d/b/a AT&T Advanced Solutions  

(“AT&T”) files these reply comments in response to the comments filed by Raw Bandwidth in 

the above-captioned docket.  As discussed below, Raw Bandwidth’s comments lack merit and 

accordingly, AT&T’s section 63.71 application to discontinue PremierSERVSM Frame Relay and 

ATM services should be granted. 

Raw Bandwidth’s comments focus on AT&T’s discontinuance of AT&T’s 

PremierSERVSM ATM service to existing customers.1  Specifically, Raw Bandwidth complains 

about the terms and conditions pursuant to which AT&T will provide PremierSERVSM ATM to 

existing customers until the product is discontinued.2  As stated in AT&T’s 214 Application and 

                                                           
1   Because Raw Bandwidth’s Comments discuss only AT&T’s PremierSERVSM ATM service, AT&T’s 
Reply Comments are likewise limited to a discussion of PremierSERVSM ATM and do not address AT&T’s 
PremierSERVSM Frame Relay services, as there were no comments filed in opposition to the discontinuance of 
PremierSERVSM Frame Relay.  Further, Raw Bandwidth’s September 18, 2011 Comments include a lengthy 
discussion about the pricing of a cross-connect service provided by AT&T’s ILEC affiliate in California pursuant to 
the Pacific Bell Telephone Company FCC Tariff No.1, which is totally unrelated to AT&T’s discontinuance of 
PremierSERVSM ATM.  The rates that AT&’T’s affiliate charges for this cross-connect service are based on the 
Commission’s pricing requirements for interstate access services and are entirely unrelated to the instant 
Application.   
 
2  Raw Bandwidth Comments, Section 63.71 Application of AT&T Corp. d/b/a AT&T Advanced Solutions, 
filed August 28, 2011. 
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its customer notification letter, AT&T will continue to provide PremierSERVSM ATM to existing 

customers throughout the life of their existing contract and will allow existing customers the 

option to renew their existing agreement for an additional 12 months, after which AT&T will 

continue to provide the service to existing customers on a month-to-month basis until the product 

is discontinued on December 31, 2015.3  In addition, AT&T committed to waive all early 

termination fees (“ETFs”) for this service during the transition period.  Therefore, existing 

customers may transition to an alternate AT&T service or migrate to another provider without 

incurring ETFs.  AT&T believes that these are very generous proposals that will allow continuity 

of service and a reasonable transition plan for its existing customers.  Evidently, the majority of 

AT&T’s PremierSERVSM ATM customers agree, as Raw Bandwidth is the only customer that 

currently subscribes to the service who filed comments opposing the discontinuance of this 

product. 

In its comments, Raw Bandwidth essentially requests that the Commission require AT&T 

to provide PremierSERVSM ATM service at the customer’s current rate without term 

commitments throughout the four year transition period.  Since AT&T has already committed to 

waive ETFs during the transition period, AT&T can only assume that Raw Bandwidth objects to 

the potential of a price increase that might occur after the twelve month renewal term.  Raw 

Bandwidth’s proposal is nothing more than a proposal to regulate AT&T’s rates and should be 

rejected. 

                                                           
3  In addition, customers that intend to keep their existing service arrangement for a substantial portion of the 
transition period could avail themselves of the existing 24 or 36 month term options that are available under the 
AT&T Service Guide through September 29, 1011.   
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As stated in AT&T’s 214 Application, AT&T offers PremierSERVSM ATM service 

pursuant to non-dominant regulation.4  In the AT&T Broadband Forbearance Order, the 

Commission relieved AT&T of dominant carrier regulation for its fast packet broadband 

services, which includes AT&T’s PremierSERVSM ATM service.  The Commission found that 

there were a significant number of providers competing to offer Frame Relay, ATM and Ethernet 

services and concluded that dominant carrier pricing regulation was unnecessary to ensure that 

AT&T’s rates and practices for those services remained just, reasonable and not unreasonably 

discriminatory.5  As such, AT&T’s rates for PremierSERVSM ATM are not subject to 

prescriptive price regulation by this Commission.  As stated above, AT&T believes that its 

proposal for the transition period is very generous; and in any event, the principals of non-

dominant carrier regulation permit AT&T to adjust pricing for this service based on market 

forces during the transition period, subject to the requirements of sections 201 and 202 of the 

Act.  Consequently, the Commission should reject Raw Bandwidth’s proposal to prescribe the 

rates, terms and conditions for this service. 

Further, AT&T’s 214 Application also made clear that the public convenience and 

necessity would not be impaired by the discontinuance of this particular ATM service because it 

can be replaced by alternative services available from AT&T and competing providers in the 

marketplace, such as Ethernet and VPN services.  For example, AT&T recently launched a new 

Wholesale DSL Aggregation service designed to meet the needs of Internet Service Providers 

seeking an alternative to traditional ATM services for backhauling wholesale DSL loop services.  

                                                           
4  See  Section 63.71 Application of AT&T Corp. d/b/a AT&T Advanced Solutions For Authority Pursuant to 
Section 214 of The Communications Act of 1934, As Amended, To Discontinue the Provision of Service, WC 
Docket No. 11-129, at p. 3 (“AT&T’s 214 Application”).  
 
5   See Petition of AT&T Inc. for Forbearance Under 47 U.S.C. 160(c) from Title II and Computer Inquiry 
Rules with Respect to Its Broadband Services, et al., WC Docket No. 06-125, Memorandum Opinion and Order, 22 
FCC Rcd 18705 at ¶¶ 25, 30, 31 (2007). 
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Despite Raw Bandwidth’s claims to the contrary,6 AT&T is committed to providing Wholesale 

DSL Aggregation service as evidenced by the product announcement that was posted on a 

publicly accessible AT&T website and also sent to AT&T’s ISP customers.7   

But in the event Raw Bandwidth or other ISPs want other options besides AT&T’s 

Wholesale DSL Aggregation service, there are competing providers of wholesale DSL or 

wholesale broadband transport services in the marketplace, such as Covad/MegaPath, Comcast, 

Earthlink, Baynetwork, Titan Networks, and others. 

In sum, the public convenience and necessity will not be adversely affected by the 

discontinuance of PremierSERVSM ATM service because AT&T is offering a very reasonable 

transition plan for this service and there are replacement services available from AT&T and other 

providers in the marketplace. AT&T respectfully requests that the Commission approve its 

Section 63.7 1 Application to discontinue these services. 

Respectfully submitted, 

By: /s/Terri L. Hoskins__ 

  Terri L. Hoskins 
  Gary L. Phillips 
 Paul K. Mancini 

AT&T Services, Inc. 
1120 20th Street NW 
Suite 1000 
Washington, DC 20036 

 
 
September 26, 2011           Its Attorneys 
  
                                                           
6   Raw Bandwidth Comments, Sept. 18, 2011 Comments at p. 6 (complaining that they have not received a 
written proposal on a timely basis). Despite Raw Bandwidth’s skepticism, the AT&T account manager for Raw 
Bandwidth requested a contract from AT&T’s contract management department for Wholesale DSL Aggregation 
that reflects the terms and conditions that were discussed with Raw Bandwidth.  Raw Bandwidth will receive the 
contract as soon as it completes AT&T’s contract review process. 
 
7   See http://www.att.com/gen/public-affairs?pid=6291.  
 


