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Feveral Communications Commigsion
®Hashington, B.C. 20554

In the Matter of

Amendment of Section 73.622(1) of the RM - 11636
Commission’s Rules and Regulations, Post
Transition Table of DTV Allotments,
Television Broadcast Stations
(Hampton-Norfolk, Virginia; Norfolk,
Virginia-Elizabeth City, North

Carolina)

MB Docket No. 11-139
DA 11-1401

TO: Marlene Dortch, Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
Attn: Chief, Video Division, Mass Media Bureau

COMMENTS OF HAMPTON ROADS EDUCATIONAL TELECOMMUNICATIONS
ASSOCIATION, INC.

Hampton Roads Educational Telecommunications Association, Inc. (*“HRETA™),
by its attomey, hereby submits the following Comments in support of the Notice of Proposed
Rulemaking (“NPRM?™) in this proceeding.

1. This proceeding involves a change in location of NCE Television Station
WHRO-TV to Norfolk, Virginia-Elizabeth City, North Carolina. It was initiated as a result of a
Petition for Rulemaking filed by HRETA on December 1, 2010. Pursuant to that petition, the

Commission issued an NPRM. The NPRM was published in the Federal Register on August 31,
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2011, at 78 FR 54189. The NPRM as published specified that Comments are due no later than
September 30, 2011. Thus, these Comments are timely.

2. There are three requirements necessary to obtain a change of community
of license pursuant to Section 1.420(i) of the Commission’s Rules. First, the new allotment must
be mutually exclusive with the existing allotment. Second, the allotment to the new community
must better serve the Commission’s allotment priorities and policies than maintaining the
allotment to the existing community. Third, the change must not deprive a community of its sole
existing broadcast station. See, Amendment of Section 73.606(b), Table of Allotments, TV
Broadcast Stations (Bessemer and Tuscaloosa, Alabama), Report and Order, 5 FCC Red 669
(1990), para. 8 n. 9 (“*Bessemer R&0). The proposed change of location of WHRO-TV complies
with all of these three requirements.

3. As to the first requirement, HRETA does not propose to relocatc the
transmitter site for WHRO-TV, nor does HRETA propose to operate on different channels.
Thus, HRETA's proposal to change its community of license to Norfolk-Elizabeth City is
mutually exclusive with its existing authorization at Hampton-Norfolk. See Amendment of
Section 73.606(b), Table of Allotments, TV Broadcast Stations (San Bernardino and Long Beach,
California), Report and Order, 13 FCC Rcd 9 (1998), para. 2. The predicted community
contours of the station will remain the same and there will be no change in the area or population
served by the station with its over-the-air signals. As shown in an engineering statement
submitted with HRETA’s Petition for Rulemaking, WHRO-TV will provide the required city
grade signal to Elizabeth City. WHRO-TV’s programming will not change, except to the extent

needed to serve the needs of Elizabeth City.












