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RE: NTf A State Broadband Data and Development Grant Program 

Mr. Stri ckling, 

West Virginia 's Governor Joe Manchin III regards broadband as necessary infras tructure on par with water, 
sewer, and roads. In early 2007, he identified broadband and wireless telecommunications access as a 
priority for the state and envisioned the Broadband Deployment Council (BDC). Under hi s leadership the 
BDC was created by legisl ation that same year. The stated purpose of the legi slation is to provide 
broadband accesses to all West Virgi nia cit izens by the end o f 20 I O. The BDC is made up of state officials 
and ind ustry representatives, includ ing cab le operators, telecomm unicatio n companies, fi ber providers, 
representatives o f employees, and equipment manufact urers. A systematic and organized ap proach is 
necessary because of the state ' s challenging topographica l and demographic challenges . The leg islat ion 
was modeled after ex isting bodies that plan, fi nance and regulate that infrastructure while at the same time 
recognizing that broadband is so unique that it requi res its own speciali zed treatment. 

The West Virg inia Broadband Mappi ng Program will bu ild upon the broadband mapping efforts attempted 
to date in the sta te in support o f the Governor Manchin ' s call to act ion. The Office of the GIS State 
Coordinator in conjunction with the Broadband Deployment Coun c il created a team of state and private 
GIS pro fess ional individuals and organi zations that is full y able to provi de the requested broadband 
mapping data an d meet the aggressi ve de li very milestones requi red in the State Broadban d Data and 
Deve lopment Grant Prog ram. We are con fident our proposed Broadband Mappi ng In iti ati ve wi ll provide 
broadband coverage data that is verified and meets the long term planning needs of our state in establi shi ng 
broadband tel ecommunications infrastructure to unserved and underserved areas of our state. 

If our grant appl ication is successful West Virg inia wil l be able to create comprehensive and verified 
broadband mapp ing coverage data that will enable the state to deploy te lecommunicati ons infrastruct ure 
wi sely and efficientl y in order to provide statewide access to co llaborati ng medi ca l, educational and 
government applicat ions in fac ili tation of better public serv ices _ 

Thank you fo r thi s opportunity to apply for grant funding under the State Broadband Data and 
Develo pment Grant Program. If there is any additional information or supporting data you require please 
feel free to contact me at any time. 
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