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WIRELESS TELECOMMUNICATIONS BUREAU EXTENDS DATE TO COMMENT ON
DRAFT PROGRAMMATIC ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT OF
THE ANTENNA STRUCTURE REGISTRATION PROGRAM

WT Docket No. 08-61
WT Docket No. 03-187
B A

Comment Date: November 2, 2011

On August 26, 2011, the Wireless Telecommunications Bureau (Bureau) released a draft
Programmatic Environmental Assessment (PEA) of its Antenna Structure Registration (ASR) program.'
At that time, the Bureau set the comment due date for October 3, 2011. On September 26, 2011, the
United States Department of the Interior (DOI) filed a request that the Bureau extend the comment period
by 30 days, and indicated that such relief was appropriate “[g]iven the need for a comprehensive analysis
of the ASR program, the need for a comprehensive approach to avoiding or minimizing hazards to
migratory birds from the program, and corrections to the analysis conducted to date.””” On the same date,
the American Bird Conservancy, Defenders of Wildlife, and National Audubon Society (Conservation
Groups) requested an extension of “at least 30 days, preferably 45 days,” primarily so that a study by
Travis Longcore et al. on the effects of communications towers on migratory birds at the species level can
complete peer review and be considered by the parties and the Commission.”

For the reasons provided in the DOI request, and recognizing the complexity of the subject matter
and the large volume of research and analysis presented in the draft PEA, the Bureau grants an extension
of 30 days, until November 2, 2011. This extension will allow all parties, including the federal agency
with expertise on migratory birds, to provide comments reflecting a fully considered analysis. The
extension will also enable parties including the Conservation Groups to incorporate the analysis of
additional experts into their comments.’ In the event significant new information becomes available after
November 2, parties may timely supplement their comments.

! Wireless Telecommunications Bureau Seeks Comment And Announces Public Meeting On [ts Draft Programmatic
Environmental Assessment Of The Antenna Structure Registration Program, Public Notice, WT Docket Nos. 08-61,
03-187 (WTB Aug. 26, 2011).

? See Electronic Letter from David Sire. Natural Resources Management Team, Office of Environmental Policy and
Compliance, U.S. Department of the Interior, to Aaron Goldschmidt, Assistant Chief, Spectrum and Competition
Policy Division. Wireless Telecommunications Bureau, FCC, WT Docket Nos. 06-61, 03-187 (Sep. 26, 2011).

* See Letter from Greer S. Goldman, Counsel for the Conservation Groups, to Aaron Goldschmidt, Assistant Chief,
Spectrum and Competition Policy Division, Wireless Telecommunications Bureau, FCC, WT Docket Nos. 06-61,
03-187 (Sep. 26, 2011).

! See id. at 1.






