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September 27, 2011 

Dear Chairman Genachowski, 

As the FCC deliberates on options to revise how funds are allocated within the Universal 
Service Fund, I ask that you do not jeopardize the development of mobile broadband in 
Maine's rural communities. 

I understanqone proposal before you could result in a potential loss to rural Maine of up 
t(J $96millioll. Our economic recovery and growth relies on maintaining the most 
advanced technology, of which mobile broadband is a significant part. 

As a State Senator representing rural communities, I am keenly aware of the growing 
demand for mobile services. Even our public safety organizations rely on mobile 
telephone these days. This is not the time to reduce funding for this technology. 

Since the proposal under consideration has major implications for Maine people, it is 
critical to allow ample time for public comment and debate. A potential change of this 
magnitude deserves more transparency. 

As you consider your options, I ask that any reform proposal for the USF not reduce 
spending for mobile broadband services. Thank you foryour consideration. 
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