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Dear Mr. Chairman; 

I am ta kinS th .. unu.ua l stell of writing ~ou directly to en.ure that the 
contro"" .. ~ genetated by the~ Ilroceedlngs doe:-; not o"",rwhelm a critical fact: the 
p-oIicy positions advocated by an association do not ron.titute a waiver of the le~al 
'igilts 0/ any association member. On beha lf of mv com~"V, I want to state clearly. on 
the record. that WI! speclHcal1y f1!Sl!rw alilepi 'i&hts and relMili ..... inck.ldin" but not 
IImlt .. d to, t .... rlcht to recover Our establis .... d operational costs a nd l>isloric CIlliUI 
Investmonts. 

We allpre<:iate the eHons that oor associations N'oe undertaken on o..hall of 
their constituents. We are concerned, however. that the attempt to force a negotiated 
resolution to the difficu~ iUlies fadng our induwy has marginalized the OJ)eratlonal 
impact on individual companies and. worse, ignored the consequences to con.u""' ..... 
businesses and the economy in rural AmeriCii . 

My company'. historic investment and operational structurp has been based 
upon a speci/ic statutory and regulatory framework. Simply put, after the f;K\ 

modiflCiltions to regulations cannot inleri .. r" with oor company's e.pect<otion and r;~ht 

to re<:over histo<'" rosts, or the publH;'s e. pectation and right \0 continued ~"';ce al 
rea<onabie co<lS. 

Similarly. since Congress has pl'ov;ded for an expandmg definitIon of comparable 
universal ~...nces to all Americans at ,easonable rate., we believe that the 
~<I~hli<hm~nl nf ~nv rliff"'~nli~1 h~twppn "rb~n and rurol service <landard, is ,imow 


