
KAREN BRINKMANN PLLC 
555 Eleventh Street, NW 

Mail Station 07 
Washington, DC 20004-1305 

(202) 365-0325 
KB@KarenBrinkmann.com 

	
  
October	
  21,	
  2011	
  

	
  
BY	
  ELECTRONIC	
  FILING	
  
Marlene	
  H.	
  Dortch,	
  Secretary	
  
Federal	
  Communications	
  Commission	
  
445	
  Twelfth	
  Street,	
  SW	
  
Washington,	
  D.C.	
  20554	
  
	
  

Re:	
   Connect	
  America	
  Fund;	
  National	
  Broadband	
  Plan;	
  Establishing	
  Just	
  and	
  
Reasonable	
  Rates	
  for	
  Local	
  Exchange	
  Carriers;	
  High-­‐Cost	
  Universal	
  
Service	
  Support;	
  Developing	
  a	
  Unified	
  Intercarrier	
  Compensation	
  
Regime,	
  Federal-­‐State	
  Joint	
  Board	
  on	
  Universal	
  Service;	
  Lifeline	
  and	
  
Link-­‐Up	
  –	
  CC	
  Dockets	
  01-­‐92	
  and	
  96-­‐45;	
  WC	
  Dockets	
  03-­‐109,	
  05-­‐337,	
  
07-­‐135	
  and	
  10-­‐90;	
  and	
  GN	
  Docket	
  09-­‐	
  51	
  	
  
Notice	
  of	
  Ex	
  Parte	
  Presentation	
  

	
  
Dear	
  Ms.	
  Dortsch:	
  
	
  

On	
  October	
  20,	
  Michael	
  Skrivan	
  of	
  FairPoint	
  Communications,	
  Inc.	
  
(“FairPoint”)	
  and	
  I,	
  on	
  behalf	
  of	
  FairPoint,	
  and	
  Ken	
  Mason	
  and	
  Michael	
  Saperstein	
  of	
  
Frontier	
  Communications	
  Corporation	
  (“Frontier”),	
  met	
  with	
  Zac	
  Katz,	
  Carol	
  Mattey,	
  
Amy	
  Bender,	
  Al	
  Lewis,	
  Victoria	
  Goldberg	
  and	
  Doug	
  Slotten.	
  	
  The	
  subject	
  of	
  this	
  
meeting	
  was	
  the	
  FCC’s	
  rulemaking	
  in	
  the	
  above-­‐captioned	
  proceeding.	
  	
  Specifically,	
  
FairPoint	
  expressed	
  concern	
  about	
  the	
  substantial	
  financial	
  hardship	
  it	
  would	
  suffer	
  
should	
  the	
  company	
  be	
  required	
  to	
  convert	
  its	
  rate-­‐of-­‐return	
  and	
  average	
  schedule	
  
study	
  areas	
  to	
  price	
  cap	
  regulation	
  in	
  a	
  flash-­‐cut.	
  	
  FairPoint	
  urged	
  the	
  Commission	
  to	
  
freeze	
  all	
  support	
  for	
  such	
  entities,	
  including	
  high-­‐cost	
  loop	
  support,	
  local	
  switching	
  
support,	
  and	
  interstate	
  common	
  line	
  support,	
  at	
  2011	
  levels,	
  until	
  such	
  support	
  is	
  
replaced	
  by	
  a	
  new	
  high-­‐cost	
  support	
  mechanism	
  such	
  as	
  the	
  Connect	
  America	
  Fund	
  
proposed	
  by	
  the	
  Commission	
  and	
  supported	
  by	
  FairPoint	
  and	
  Frontier.	
  	
  FairPoint	
  
and	
  Frontier	
  also	
  urged	
  the	
  Commission	
  to	
  develop	
  reasonable	
  transition	
  rules	
  
through	
  the	
  CAF	
  Phase	
  II	
  support	
  period.	
  	
  Please	
  direct	
  any	
  questions	
  regarding	
  this	
  
matter	
  to	
  me.	
  

	
  
	
   	
   	
   Very	
  truly	
  yours,	
  	
  
	
  
	
   	
   	
   /s/	
  
	
   	
   	
   Karen	
  Brinkmann	
  
	
   	
   	
   Counsel	
  to	
  FairPoint	
  



Marlene	
  H.	
  Dortch	
  
October	
  21,	
  2011	
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cc:	
  	
  	
   Zachary	
  Katz	
  
	
   Carol	
  Mattey	
  
	
   Amy	
  Bender	
  
	
   Albert	
  Lewis	
  
	
   Victoria	
  Goldberg	
  
	
   Douglas	
  Slotten	
  

	
   	
   	
   	
   	
  


