
 
 
 
October 28, 2011 
 
VIA ECFS 
 
Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
Office of the Secretary 
445 12th Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20554 
 
 Re: IB Docket No. 11-150; In the Matter of DISH Network Corporation Files to 

Acquire Control of Licenses and Authorizations Held by New DBSD Satellite 
Services G.P., Debtor-in-Possession and TerreStar License Inc., Debtor-in-
Possession  

 
Dear Ms. Dortch: 
 
 I am writing to express my support for the request by DISH Network Corporation 
(“DISH”) to acquire control of the licenses held by New DBSD Satellite Services G.P., Debtor-
in-Possession (“DBSD”) and TerreStar License Inc., Debtor-in-Possession (“TerreStar”).  The 
licenses authorize operations throughout the entire 40 MHz of spectrum available for mobile 
satellite services (“MSS”) operations in the 2 GHz band.1  DISH plans to use the DBSD and 
TerreStar systems to launch a hybrid satellite and terrestrial mobile and fixed-broadband network 
to provide mobile broadband services.2  I believe this acquisition is important for bringing 
broadband services to more Americans. 
 
 Specifically, allowing DISH to acquire control of DBSD and TerreStar will advance the 
goals of the National Broadband Plan, which recommends that the Federal Communications 
Commission make 500 megahertz of spectrum available for broadband use within the next 10 
years, of which 300 megahertz should be made available for mobile use within five years.3  The 
National Broadband Plan specifically identified certain spectrum bands to fulfill its 300 MHz 
goal, such as 40 MHz of 2 GHz band spectrum.4  The 2 GHz MSS band offers a considerable 
opportunity to address the nation’s mobile broadband spectrum gap because MSS spectrum 

                                                 
1   For the purpose of this filing, the 2 GHz MSS band consists of the 2000-2020 MHz and 
2180-2200 MHz sub-bands.   
2  See DISH Network Corporation Files to Acquire Control of Licenses and Authorizations 
Held by New DBSD Satellite Services G.P., Debtor-in-Possession and TerreStar License, Inc., 
Debtor-in- Possession, Public Notice, IB Docket No. 11-150, DA 11-1557 (rel. Sept. 15, 2011). 
3  Connecting America: The National Broadband Plan, The Federal Communications 
Commission, Recommendation 5.8, p.84, available at 
http://download.broadband.gov/plan/national-broadband-plan.pdf. 
4  Id., Recommendation 5.8.4, Exhibit 5-G, p.87. 



consists of a significant amount of bandwidth with propagation characteristics suitable for 
mobile broadband.5   Moreover, the National Broadband Plan recommends that the Federal 
Communications Commission “add a primary ‘mobile’ (terrestrial) allocation to [the 2 GHz MSS 
Band], consistent with the international table of allocations, which will provide the option of 
flexibility to licensees to provide stand-alone terrestrial services using the spectrum.”6  DISH’s 
proposed acquisition to launch a hybrid satellite and terrestrial mobile and fixed-broadband 
network should transform the 2 GHz MSS band, which has been fallow since the last incumbent 
user of the band was cleared from the spectrum in 2010.7  Moreover, given that 4G technologies 
such as LTE are optimized to utilize 10 MHz blocks of spectrum, the two paired 20 MHz sub-
channels within the 2 GHz MSS band are ideal to help realize one of the core goals of the 
National Broadband Plan – ensuring that the United States “lead[s] the world in mobile 
innovation, with the fastest and most extensive wireless networks of any nation.”8   
 
 The proposed DISH acquisition should also create jobs as a result of the efforts to launch 
a hybrid satellite and terrestrial mobile and fixed-broadband network.  As President Obama 
stated in a Presidential Memorandum, “[f]ew technological developments hold as much potential 
to enhance America’s competitiveness, create jobs, and improve the quality of our lives as 
wireless high-speed access to the Internet.”9  DISH’s business plans should lead to job creation 
as it improve access to mobile broadband services.  Also, unlike previous licensees that have 
been pushed into bankruptcy under the costs of launching service, DISH has “adequate financial, 
technical, and operational resources and demonstrated ability to deliver on the broadband 
potential of these spectrum band” as explained to the Federal Communications Commission in 
the application. 
 

 For these reasons, the Federal Communications Commission should grant DISH’s 
proposed acquisition of DBSD and TerreStar.  If you have any questions, please feel free to 
contact the undersigned. 

Sincerely, 
 
/s/ David McCourt 
 
David McCourt 
Chairman and CEO  
Satellite Holdings, LLC 
Granahan McCourt Capital, LLC 
 
cc: Best Copy and Printing, Inc. 
                                                 
5  Id., Recommendation 5.8.4, p.87. 
6  Id., Recommendation 5.8.4, p.88. 
7  Sprint reported that the final broadcast auxiliary incumbent located in Alaska was cleared 
in July 2010. 
8  Id., Executive Summary, XIV. 
9  The White House, Presidential Memorandum: Unleashing the Wireless Broadband 
Revolution (June 28, 2010), available at http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-pressoffice/ 
presidential-memorandum-unleashing-wireless-broadband-revolution (emphasis added). 


