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Secretary 

Federal COrll/nunicallOllS Commisslor~ 
Office of !hp. Secretary 

Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, SW, Room 8B201 
Washington, DC 20554 

Re:	 Amendment of Parts 1,2,22,24,27,90 and 95 of the Commission's Rules to 
Improve Wireless Coverage Through the Use of Signal Boosters 
WT Docket No. 10-4 
Notice of Oral Ex Parte Communication 

Dear Ms. Dortch: 

I am writing on behalf of our client ACUTA: The Association for Infonnation Communications 
Technology Professionals in Higher Education ("ACUTA") to report that on October 24, 2011, 
representatives of ACUTA met by conference call with Commission staff to discuss issues in the 
above-referenced proceeding. The representatives of ACUTA were as follows: Joe Harrington, 
of Boston College, President of ACUTA; Cori;me Hoch, the Executive Director of ACUTA; Eric 
Breese of DePaul University; Randy Hayes of the University of Northern Iowa; Andy Hulsey of 
the University of Central Florida; Holly King of Northwestern University; Ed Quinn of the Ohio 
State University; Greg Sparks of North Carolina State University; Judy Tanzi of the Rhode 
Island School of Design; Greg Haledjian of EDUCAUSE; and Kenneth Salomon and the 
undersigned of Dow Lohnes, counsel to ACUTA. The Commission participants were Roger 
Noel, Chief of the Mobility Division of the Wireless Telecommunications Bureau and Tom 
Derenge, Joyce Jones, Moslem Sawez and Becky Schwartz of the Mobility Division staff. 

During the meeting, the ACUTA representatives described their experiences in installing 
and operating distributed antenna systems ("DAS") on college and university campuses. They 
indicated that in many cases they have had difficulty convincing carriers to make use of multi
canier, neutral DAS installations, and that carriers often seek to obtain exclusivity or to construct 
single canier systems. Based on the participants' experiences, it does not appear that carriers 
have technical reasons for wanting exclusive installations, but that they are seeking economic 
advantage from being the sole DAS operator on campus. For most colleges and universities, 
however, single-carrier solutions are impractical, in part because individuals on campus use a 
variety of wireless providers and, in some cases, because the law prohibits public institutions 
from entering into exclusive contracts. Participants noted that in some cases canier-developed 
DAS installations tum out not to be neutral, even if [hey are supposed to be multi-canier 

No 0' C~·:;:cs r&e' ri-.J:.±l _ 
Dow Lohnes PLLC WASHINGTON, DC I ATLANTA, GA -t~' (iJ,,\~hlre Avenue, NW, Suite 800 

Attorneys at Law 

www.dowlohnes.com 

Washington, DC 20036-6802 
-i' 202.776.2000 F 202:176.22-22---



Marlene H. Dortch, Esq. 
October 26, 2011 
Page 2 

solutions, and that some carriers have suggested that they will not participate in neutral solutions 
or that adopting a neutral solution could lead to other issues between the college or university 
and the carrier. 

ACUTA also noted that rules that make it easier for carriers to object to or otherwise 
control the installation of DAS facilities can affect the economic feasibility of DAS projects. 
Notably, if a carrier can prevent a non-carrier from bidding on a DAS projects, costs are likely to 
go up. 

In response to staff questions, the ACUTA representatives indicated that they did not, in 
general, have concerns about compliance with E911 location requirements. They noted that 
these issues appeared to be of greater concern to GSM carriers than to CDMA carriers in the 
installation of DAS facilities, but that they typically could be addressed. 

The ACUTA representatives urged the Commission to adopt rules that prevent carriers 
from interposing unnecessary obstacles to the development of appropriate solutions on 
campuses, and to follow the principles described in ACUTA's comments. This approach would 
include ensuring that the booster rules, and particularly the rules for CEO boosters, are not 
applied to DAS installations, which do not retransmit signals in the same way as boosters, and 
instead rely on dedicated backhaul facilities. The ACUTA representatives also argued that any 
rules should not give carriers the ability to impede installation of new boosters by withholding 
action on coordination requests, or by imposing onerous certification requirements for companies 
or individuals that install booster systems. 

In accordance with the requirements of Section 1.1206 of the Commission's rules, an 
original and one copy of this notice are being filed by the end of the second business day 
following the meeting and copies of this notice are being provided to the Commission attendees. 
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Please infonn me if any questions should arise in connection with this notice. 

Respectfully submitted, 

~~ 
lO. Harrington 

Counsel to ACUTA 

JOH/ 

cc:	 Roger Noel 
Tom Derenge 
Joyce Jones 
Moslem Sawez 
Becky Schwartz 


