Before the

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
Washington, D.C. 20554

In the Matter of ) FlLED/ACCEPTED
)
Amendment of Part 74, Subpart D of the ) RM- -7 2011
Commission’s Rules ) NOV
| Communications Commission
To: The Commission Office of the Secretary
PETITION FOR RULE MAKING

The Society of Broadcast Engineers, Incorporated (“SBE”), by counsel and
pursuant to Section 1.401 of the Commission’s Rules (47 C.F.R. § 1.401), hereby
respectfully requests that the Commission issue a Nofice of Proposed Rule Making at an
early date, proposing to modify Sections 74.402 and 74.462 of the Commission’s rules so
as to facilitate the use by Broadcast Auxiliary Service (BAS) licensees of certain digital
voice and data emissions in BAS allocations at VHF and above by Remote Pickup (RPU)
Broadcast Stations (Subpart D, Part 74). The proposed modified rules are as set forth in
Appendix A hereto. This Petition is very narrow in scope. It seeks (1) to facilitate the use
of existing, narrowband, spectrum-efficient digital voice and data technology by
permitting the use of digital emissions not currently permitted in Subpart D, Part 74 for
RPU stations; and (2) to address an anomaly in the Part 74 Rules which was created in
2002 in ET Docket No. 01-75 (17 FCC Rcd. 22979, FCC 02-298, released November 13,
2002) relative to licensing of stacked narrowband RPU channels. In the interests of the

Broadcast Service in encouraging the conversion of analog RPU systems to narrowband

digital voice technologies at VHF and above, and to simplify the use of stacked,

! SBE is the national association of broadcast engineers and technical communications
professionals, with more than 5,000 members worldwide.
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11. As well, the Commission should resolve the anomaly in Section 74.402 of the
rules, which requires many RPU applicants (and applicants for modification of existing
BAS RPU licenses) to specify either a channel center frequency that cannot be
programmed into their existing equipment, or alternatively, to stack more channels than
the applicant needs for the transmission of program material. SBE’s solution to this
anomaly as set forth in the attached Appendix should be adopted.

Therefore, for the reasons discussed herein, SBE respectfully requests that the
Commission issue a notice of proposed rulemaking at an early date proposing the

revision of Sections 74.402 and 74. 462 as proposed in the attached Appendix.

Respectfully submitted,

THE SOCIETY OF BROADCAST ENGINEERS,
INC.

Ralph Hogan, CPBE, DRB, CBNT
SBE President

General Counsel

Booth, Freret, Imlay & Tepper, P.C.
14356 Cape May Road

Silver Spring, Maryland 20904-6011
(301) 384-5525 telephone

(301) 384 6384 facsimile
cimlay@sbe.org
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(1) UHF segments: Within the band 450.875 MHz to 450.975 MHz and the band 455.875
MHz and 455.975 MHz, each band being divided into 3.125 kHz segments, up to thirty-
two such 3.125 kHz segments may be stacked to form channels.

(2) [Reserved]

(e) Conditions on Broadcast Remote Pickup Service channel usage as referred to in
paragraphs (a) through (d) of this section:

(1) [Reserved]

(2) Operation is subject to the condition that no harmful interference is caused to stations
in the broadcast service.

(3) Operation is subject to the condition that no harmful interference is caused to stations
operating in accordance with the Table of Frequency Allocations set forth in part 2 of this
chapter. Applications for licenses to use frequencies in this band must include statements
showing what procedures will be taken to ensure that interference will not be caused to
stations in the Industrial/Business Pool (Part 90).

(4) These frequencies will not be licensed to network entities.
(5) These frequencies will not be authorized to new stations for use on board aircraft.

(6) These frequencies are allocated for assignment to broadcast remote pickup stations in
Puerto Rico or the Virgin Islands only.

Note to paragraph (€)(6): These frequencies are shared with Public Safety and
Industrial/Business Pools (Part 90).

(7) These frequencies may not be used by broadcast remote pickup stations in Puerto

Rico or the Virgin Islands. In other areas, certain existing stations in the Public Safety
and Industrial/Business Pools (Part 90) have been permitted to continue operation on

these frequencies on the condition that no harmful interference is caused to broadcast

remote pickup stations.

(8) Operation on frequencies 166.25 MHz and 170.15 MHz is subject to the condition
that harmful interference shall not be caused to present or future Government stations in
the band 162—-174 MHz and is also subject to the bandwidth and tolerance limitations and
compliance deadlines listed in §74.462 of this part. Authorization on these frequencies
shall be in the lower 48 contiguous States only, except within the area bounded on the
west by the Mississippi River, on the north by the parallel of latitude 37°30' N., and on
the east and south by that arc of the circle with center at Springfield, Illinois, and radius
equal to the airline distance between Springfield, Illinois, and Montgomery, Alabama,
subtended between the foregoing west and north boundaries, or within 150 miles (241.4
km) of New York City.
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(9) The use of these frequencies is limited to operational communications, including
tones for signaling and for remote control and automatic transmission system control and
telemetry. Stations licensed or applied for before April 16, 2003, must comply with the
channel plan by March 17, 2006, or may continue to operate on a secondary, non-
interference basis.

(10) Stations licensed or applied for before April 16, 2003, must comply with the channel
plan by March 17, 2006, or may continue to operate on a secondary, non-interference
basis.

(f) License applicants shall request assignment of only those channels, both in number
and bandwidth, necessary for satisfactory operation and for which the system is equipped
to operate. However, it is not necessary that each transmitter within a system be equipped
to operate on all frequencies authorized to that licensee.

(g) Remote pickup stations or systems will not be granted exclusive channel assignments.
The same channel or channels may be assigned to other licensees in the same area. When
such sharing is necessary, the provisions of §74.403 shall apply.

Note to paragraph (€)(6): These frequencies are shared with Public Safety and
Industrial/Business Pools (Part 90).

Section 74.462 is amended to read as follows:
Sec. 74.462. Authorized bandwidth and emissions.

(a) Each authorization for a new remote pickup broadcast station or system shall
require the use of certificated equipment and such equipment shall be operated in
accordance with emission specifications included in the grant of certification and as
prescribed in paragraphs (b), (¢), and (d) of this section. Any form of modulation may be
used.

(b) The maximum authorized bandwidth of emissions corresponding to
the types of emissions specified below, and the maximum authorized
frequency deviation in the case of frequency or phase modulated
emission, shall be as follows:

Maximum Maximum Frequency
Frequencies Authorized bandwidth (kHz) deviation (kHz)
MHz;
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