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Conditionally Approve Sprint-Clearwire deal  

 

I am writing to you to express my support for the approval of the Sprint 

Clearwire transaction. Approving this deal could provide Sprint Nextel much 

needed wireless spectrum to improve its services and more effectively compete 

with industry giants Verizon Wireless and AT&T. It’s worth noting the 

industry giants often complain of a spectrum crunch. That’s what AT&T did 

in its propaganda effort for its now dead T-Mobil merger. AT&T cited a 

spectrum crunch and said it needed T-Mobil’s spectrum to improve its woeful 

service and deploy 4G LTE faster. However the Commission discovered 

competition from the likes of Verizon Wireless would force AT&T to do so 

anyways.  I urge the Commission approve this transaction between Sprint and 

Clearwire with regulatory conditions if necessary.  

On the matter of the failed AT&T T-Mobil merger its worth noting 

AT&T has typically under-invested in improving its network and is a spectrum 

hog with more than enough spectrum also hurt its merger prospects. That 

being said there is a real spectrum crunch on smaller regional carriers like C-

Spire (formerly Cellular South), Leap Wireless (Cricket) and MetroPCS in 



need of being solved. Ma Bell unsuccessfully tried to get a Ma Cell for the 

wireless market by merging with T-Mobil and simultaneously sought unused 

spectrum from Qualcomm. That transaction the FCC is still deciding whether 

or not to approve. While Sprint Nextel is not a small regional carrier its much 

smaller than AT&T and Verizon. Sprint which opposed the AT&T T-Mobil 

merger and could have been left in a weakened state had the merger occurred 

could certainly use some more spectrum for its wireless network as demand 

for 4G LTE mobile broadband grows.  

Sprint now has the Apple iPhone 4 and iPhone 4S and is the only 

national carrier of post-paid service offering iPhone to still have unlimited 

data. Sprint Nextel which now offers Apple’s iconic smart phone may very 

soon even carry a WIFI + 3G or WIFI+4G model of Apple’s iPad tablet 

computer.  It is worth noting I am a consumer who typically supports the 

positions of public interest groups petitioning the FCC on such matters but 

could not understand Public Knowledge’s reasoning for opposing this 

transaction between Sprint and Clearwire.  

Competition is always good but its worth noting if T-Mobil goes away 

anyways despite merger with AT&T failing because its parent company 

Deutsche Telekom AG wants out of the U.S. wireless market its better to have 

a choice of 3 strong national carriers than just a duopoly of 2 carriers or a 1 



carrier monopoly. I also support Dish Network’s attempt to enter the wireless 

market by acquiring some spectrum licenses for unused wireless spectrum.  

 I have serious concerns about the AT&T Qualcomm deal still and the 

proposed deal for Verizon Wireless to get more spectrum. I look forward to an 

FCC docket on the Verizon Wireless spectrum deal opening up that I can 

comment on. With the spectrum crunch that exists and smaller carriers starved 

of spectrum I think freeing up unused wireless spectrum for Sprint Nextel and 

smaller carriers to buy is a fine idea.   

I just worry that with the Verizon Wireless deal to buy unused spectrum 

from cable companies and for the cable companies to resell Verizon Wireless 

service that consumers will suffer. Effectively Verizon Wireless and these 

companies have signed a non compete agreement that should be illegal and 

investigated. If the Verizon Wireless deal is approved it should have serious 

regulatory conditions and concerns mentioned above must be addressed. 

 As for this transaction between Sprint and Clearwire I believe strongly 

that the transaction should be approved with conditions if necessary to protect 

consumers from any abuses that would result from Sprint getting said valuable 

spectrum.  

 

 



 

If the AT&T deal to buy unused Qualcomm spectrum is approved and/or the 

deal by Verizon Wireless for unused spectrum by cable companies is approved 

so too should this deal be approved. As the FCC has acknowledged a 

spectrum crunch exists and the FCC has been hoping for Congress to pass 

legislation to allow more spectrum auctions. Until then approving this 

transaction and others like it as long as they aren’t too anti competitive and 

harmful would be a good start. 

 


