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December 8t 2011

Recelved & Inspected |
Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary

Federal Communications Commission DEC 1 9201 '
Office of the Secretary
445 12t Street, SW FCC Mall Room

Washington, D.C. 20554 |

Re: Petition for Undue Burden Exemption from Closed Captioning Rules

Dear Ms. Dortch:

This letter is submitted pursuant to 47 CF.R. 79.1(f) and requests an exemption on
behalf of Word of Restoration Christian Fellowship from the FCC’s closed captioning
rules based on undue burden. In accordance with 47 C.F.R. 79.1(f)(4), the original and '
two copies of this letter and all support are being provided.

Word of Restoration Christian Fellowship is a donor supported non-profit organization
under the laws of the state of Texas. Since 2011, we have produced a weekly 30-minute
video program called “Restoring Lives”. “Restoring Lives” is a program that teaches and
inspires viewers how to develop their relationship with God. The video program is
locally produced in-house by Word of Restoration staff, and is broadcast to the public on
KBMT-TV in Beaumont, TX. Word of Restoration Christian Fellowship pays KBMT-TV
$500 per week to air the program over its broadcast facilities.

Captioning the program would present an undue burden for several reasons. First, since
we do not have the resources to caption the program ourselves, it would have to be
outsourced. Secondly, the added production cost for captioning would make production
of the program unaffordable and the time for captioning would make meeting KBMT-
TV’s air date deadlines impossible. Finally, a captioning requirement would ultimately
cause us to either terminate or severely limit production of the program, and would
cause us to lose viewers and supporters who would no longer be able to regularly view
the program. We have discussed with KBMT-TV the possibility of their assisting us in
captioning the program at no cost, but they have advised us that they do not have the
necessary resources or staffing to perform captioning on our behalf. In addition to the
above, Word of Restoration Christian Fellowship falls into two additional exemption
categories.
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1. Captioning expense in excess of 2% of gross revenues. No video
programming provider shall be required to expend any money to caption any

2. video programming if such expenditure would exceed 2% of the gross revenues
received from that channel during the previous calendar year.

3. Channels producing revenues of under $3,000,000. No video programming
provider shall be required to expend any money to caption any channel of video
programming producing annual gross revenues of less than $3,000,000 during |
the previous calendar year.

Word of Restoration Christian Fellowship respectfully submits that the basis for its .
[ captioning exemption request based on undue burden is practically identical to the facts '
justifying undue burden exemptions in the Commission’s 2006 Memorandum Opinion &

[ Order, In Re Anglers for Christ Ministries, Inc. & New Beginning Ministries Petitions for

' Exemption from Closed Captioning Requirements, CGB-CC-0005 and -0007, 21 FCC Rcd |
| 10094 (September 12, 2006). In light of that precedent, and the facts set forth in this |
| letter, we respectfully request that Word of Restoration Christian Fellowship be granted |
| an undue burden exemption from the captioning requirements for “Restoring Lives” i
broadcast.

In support of our request, we've provided a copy of certain documents establishing
Word of Restoration Christian Fellowship’s non-profit status. In addition, as permitted
by 1.16 of the Commission’s rules, we are providing a Declaration Under Penalty of
Perjury in support of the facts set forth in this request for exemption in lieu of the
affidavit required by 79.1 (f)(9). Should the Commission require additional information,
please contact the undersigned individual.

Respectfully,

Chanté Gré@@/

| for Word of Restoration Christian Fellowship
Printed Name:_Chanté Green

Title:__Media Director
~ Phone: 281-431-5930
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WORD OF RESTORATION CHRISTIAN

requirements. Additional information is available in Publication 557,
Tax-Exempt Status for Your Organization, or you may call our toll free
number shown above.

You are not required to file federal income tax returns unless you are
subject to the tax on unrelated business income under section 511 of the Code.
If you are subject to this tax, you must file an income tax return on Form
990-T, Exempt Organization Business Income Tax Return. In this letter we are
not determining whether any of your present or proposed activities are unre-
lated trade or business as defined in section 513 of the Code.

You need an employer identification number even if you have no employees.
If an employer identification number was not entered on your application, a
number will be assigned to you and you will be advised of it. Please use that
number on all returns you file and in all correspondence with the Internal

Revenue Service.

This determination is based on evidence that your funds are dedicated
to the purposes listed in section 501 (c) (3) of the Code. To assure your
continued exemption, you should keep records toc show that funds are expended
only for those purposes. If you distribute funds to other organizations, your
records should show whether they are exempt under section 501(c) (3). In cases
where the recipient organization is not exempt under section 501 (c) (3), there
should be evidence that the funds will remain dedicated to the required
purposes and that they will be used for those purposes by the recipient.

If we have indicated in the heading of this letter that an addendum
applies, the enclosed addendum is an integral part of this letter.

Because this letter could help resolve any questions about your exempt
status and foundation status, you should keep it in your permanent records.

If you have any questions, please contact the person whose name and
telephone number are shown in the heading of this letter.

Sincerely yours,

Lois G. Lerner
Director, Exempt Organizations

Letter 947 (DO/CG)



