
FCCIUSBANK DEC 16 Z011 

Before the 
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

Washington, D.C. 20554 

In the Matter of 

North Dakota Telecom I, LLC 
Southeast Rural Vision Enterprises Co. 

Transferors 

Hickory Tech Corporation 
Transferee 

For Transfer of Control of IdeaOne Telecom Group, LLC, 
which Provides Competitive Interstate Exchange Access 
and Interexchange Services in North Dakota and Minnesota 
pursuant to a Domestic Blanket Authorization under 
Section 214 of the Communications Act 

TO: Chief, Wireline Competition Bureau 

) 
) 
) we Docket No. 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

APPLICATION FOR STREAMLINED TRANSFER OF CONTROL 
OF DOMESTIC BLANKET SECTION 214 AUTHORIZATION 

North Dakota Telecom I, LLC and Southeast Rural Vision Enterprises Co. 

(collectively, "the Transferors"), the current member-owners of IdeaOne Telecom Group, 

LLC ("IdeaOne" or "Licensee"; FRN: 0021281381), and Hickory Tech Corporation 

("HickoryTech" or "Transferee"; FRN: 0014218275) hereby request Commission 

authori¥tion for the transfer of control of IdeaOne, which holds blanket domestic 

Section 214 authorization for interstate exchange access services and interstate 

interexchange services, from the Transferors to HickoryTech. 

IdeaOne is a non-dominant, competitive local exchange carrier ("CLEC") whose 

headquarters is located at 3312 42nd Street South (Suite 100) in Fargo, North Dakota 

58104. IdeaOne provides local exchange telephone services and interstate exchange 
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access and long distance toll services in the Fargo and West Fargo, North Dakota, and 

Moorhead, Minnesota areas. 

HickoryTech is a publicly-traded (NASDAQ: HTCO) telecommunications 

company whose headquarters is located at 221 East Hickory Street (P.O. Box 3288) in 

Mankato, Minnesota 56002-3248. HickoryTech provides telecommunications services 

through its incumbent and competitive local exchange carrier subsidiaries, which provide 

local exchange telephone services and interstate exchange access and long distance toll 

services in Minnesota, South Dakota and Iowa (but not in the Moorhead, Minnesota 

area). 

The proposed transaction entails the purchase by HickoryTech of all of the 

member/ownership interests in IdeaOne. HickoryTech will become the direct parent 

company of IdeaOne, while IdeaOne will become a wholly-owned subsidiary of 

HickoryTech. Control ofldeaOne will give HickoryTech control of the blanket domestic 

Section 214 authorization held by JdeaOne. The transaction will be transparent to 

IdeaOne's customers. After completion of the transaction, the current customers of 

IdeaOne will continue to be served by IdeaOne pursuant to IdeaOne's existing domestic 

Section 214 authorization. 

This application qualifies for presumed streamlined treatment pursuant to Section 

63.03(b)(2)(ii) of the Commission's Rules because: (1) both before and after completion 

of the proposed transaction, Transferee and its Affiliates (as that term is defined in 

Section 3(1) of the Act, 47 U.S.C. § 153(1) ("Affiliates") will have a market share in the 

interstate, interexchange market of substantially less than 10 percent; (2) Transferee will 

acquire control of IdeaOne facilities and operations that provide competitive telephone 

Application for Streamlined Transfer of Control of Blanket Section 214 Authorization, IdeaOne Telecom Group, LLC, 
December 2011 



3 

exchange services and exchange access services exclusively in geographic areas served 

by a dominant local exchange carrier (CenturyLink, formerly Qwest) that is not a party to 

the transaction; and (3) HickoryTech has Affiliates that are dominant carriers while 

IdeaOne is a non-dominant carrier that provides services exclusively outside the 

geographic areas where HickoryTech's existing Mfiliates are dominant. 

In accordance with the requirements of Section 63.04(a) of the Commission's 

Rules, the applicants submit the following information: 

(1) Name, address and telephone number of each applicant: 

Transferors: 
North Dakota Telecom I, LLC 
82 South 5th Street 
Devil's Lake, ND 58301 
Telephone: (701) 662-1100 
Facsimile: (701) 665-8437 

Southeast Rural Vision Enterprises Co. 
P.O. Box 7 
Kindred, ND 58051 
Telephone: (701) 356-4400 
Facsimile: (701) 356-4675 

Licensee: 
IdeaOne Telecom Group, LLC 
3239-39th Street SW 
Fargo, ND 58104 
Telephone: (701) 356-6000 
Facsimile: (701) 356-6030 

Transferee: 
Hickory Tech Corporation 
221 East Hickory Street (P.O. Box 3288) 
Mankato, MN 56002 
Telephone: (507) 387-1886 
Facsimile: (507) 387-6813 
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(2) Government, state or territory under the laws of which each corporate or 
partnership applicant is organized: 

North Dakota Telecom I, LLC is a limited liability company organized under the laws 
of the State of North Dakota. 

Southeast Rural Vision Enterprises Co. is a corporation organized under the laws of 
the State of North Dakota. 

IdeaOne Telecom Group, LLC is a limited liability company organized under the 
laws of the State of North Dakota. 

Hickory Tech Corporation is a corporation organized under the laws of the State of 
Minnesota. 

(3) Name, title, post office address, and telephone number of the officer or contact 
person to whom correspondence concerning the application is to be addressed: 

For Transferors: 
Mike Miller, COO 
IdeaOne Telecom Group, LLC 
3312 42nd Street South (p.O. Box 100) 
Fargo, North Dakota 58104 
Telephone: (701) 356-6000 
Facsimile: (701) 277-6030 

With a copy to FCC Counsel: 
Gerard J. Duffy, Esquire 
Blooston, Mordkofsky, Dickens, Duffy & Prendergast 
2120 L Street, N.W. (Suite 300) 
Washington, D.C. 20037 
Telephone: (202) 659-0830 
Email: gjd@bloostonlaw.com 

For Transferee: 
Bill VanderSluis, Director of Regulatory Affairs 
Hickory Tech Corporation 
221 East Hickory Street 
Mankato, MN 56002 
Telephone: (507) 387-1886 
Facsimile: (507-386-6813 
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Eric Branfman, Esquire 
Brett Ferenchak, Esquire 
Bingham McCutchen LLP 
2020 K Street NW, Suite 1100 
Washington, D.C. 20006 
Telephone: (202) 373-6553 
Email: eric.branfman@bingham.com 
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(4) Name, address, citizenship and principal business of any person or entity that 
directly owns at least ten (10) percent of the equity of the applicant, and the 
percentage of equity owned by each of those entities: 

Pre-Transaction IdeaOne Ownership: 

The names, addresses, citizenship and principal businesses of the entities that 
presently own the equity of IdeaOne are: 

% 
Name & Address Voting & Eguity 
North Dakota Telecom T, LLC 50.60% 
82 South 5th Street 
Devils Lake, ND 58301 

Southeast Rural Vision 
Enterprises Co. 
P.O. Box 7 
Kindred, ND 58051 

49.40% 

Citizenship 
ND 

Limited 
Liability 
Company 

ND 
Corporation 

Principal Business 
TelecommWlications 

Telecomm unications 

In turn, the names, addresses, citizenship and principal businesses of the entities 
having a direct or indirect ownership and/or voting interest often percent (10.0%) or 
more in North Dakota Telecom I, LLC are: 

Name & Address 
Dakota Central Tele-

% 
Voting & Equity 

33.33% 
corom unications Cooperative 

P.O. Box 299 
Carrington, ND 58421 

United Telephone Mutual 
Aid Corporation 

411 ih Avenue 
Langdon, ND 58249 

33.33% 

Citizenship 
ND 

Corporation 

Principal Business 
Telecommwlications 

ND Telecommunications 
Corporation 
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Name & Address 
North Dakota Telephone 

Company 
P.O. Box 180 
Devils Lake, ND 58301 
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% 
Voting & Equity 

33.33% 
Citizenship 

ND 
Corporation 

Principal Business 
Telecorrununications 

Dakota Central Telecommunications Cooperative ("DCTC") is a cooperative 
corporation with over 2,000 member-owners, none of which member-owners owns or 
controls a more than one percent (1 %) ownership or voting interest in DCTC. All, or 
virtually all, of DCTC's member-owners are United States citizens. 

United Telephone Mutual Aid Corporation ("UTMAC") is a cooperative corporation 
with over 3,900 member-owners, none of which member-owners owns or controls a 
more than one percent (1 %) ownership or voting interest in UTMAC. All, or 
virtually all, of UTMAC' s member-owners are United States citizens. 

The names, addresses, citizenship and principal businesses of the entities having a 
direct or indirect ownership andlor voting interest often percent (10.0%) or more in 
North Dakota Telephone Company are: 

0/0 
Name & Address Voting & Equity Citizenship Principal Business 

Dakota Central Telecommunications 19.00% ND Telecommunications 
Cooperative Corporation 

P.O. Box 299 
Carrington, ND 58421 

United Telephone Mutual 
Aid Corporation 

411 7m Avenue 
Langdon, ND 58249 

Polar Communications 
11 0 4 til Street East 
Park River, ND 58270 

40.50% ND Telecommunications 
Corporation 

40.50% ND Telecorrununications 
Corporation 

Polar Communications ("Polar") is a cooperative corporation with over 6,000 
member-owners, none of which member-owners owns or controls a more than one 
percent (1%) ownership or voting interest in Polar. All, or virtually all, of Polar' s 
member-owners are United States citizens. 
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The name, address, citizenship and principal business of the only entity having a direct 
ownership and/or voting interest of ten percent (10.0%) or more in Southeast Rural 
Vision Enterprises Co. are: 

% 
Name & Address Voting & Equity Citizenship 

ND 
Corporation 

Principal Business 
Electric Utility Cass County Electric Cooperative 100.00% 

P.O. Box 8 
Kindred, ND 58051 

Cass County Electric Cooperative ("CCEC") is a cooperative corporation with over 
35,000 member-owners, none of which member-owners owns or controls a more than 
one percent (1 %) ownership or voting interest in CCEC. All, or virtually all, of 
CCEC's member-owners are United States citizens. 

Post-Transaction IdeaOne Ownership: 

The name, address, citizenship and principal business of the only entity that will own 
the equity ofIdeaOne after completion of the proposed transaction are: 

0/0 
Name & Address Voting & Equity 
Hickory Tech Corporation 100.0% 
221 East Hickory Street 
Mankato, MN 56002 

Citizenship 
MN 

Corporation 

Prin.cipal Business 
Telecommunications 

HickoryTech is a publicly-traded corporation on the NASDAQ exchange. No 
individual or entity owns or controls a ten percent (10.0%) or greater ownership or 
voting interest in HickoryTech. 

(5) Certification pursuant to 47 C.F.R. Sections 1.2001 through 1.2003 that no party 
to the application is subject to denial of Federal benefits pursuant to section 5301 
of the Anti-Drug Abuse Act of 1988. 

North Dakota Telecom I, LLC; Southeast Rural Vision Enterprises Co. and Hickory 
Tech Corporation hereby certify, pursuant to 47 C.F.R. Sections 1.2001 through 
1.2003, that no party (including Licensee) to the present application is subject to 
denial of Federal benefits pursuant to section 5301 of the Anti-Drug Abuse Act of 
1988. 
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(6) Description of the transaction: 

The proposed transaction consists of the acquisition of all of the issued and 
outstanding member/ownership interests of IdeaOne by HickoryTech from IdeaOne's 
current member-owners (North Dakota Telecom I, LLC and Southeast Rural Vision 
Enterprises Co.). Upon completion of the proposed transaction, IdeaOne will 
continue to exist as a wholly-owned subsidiary of HickoryTech, as a North Dakota 
limited liability company, and as a non-dominant, competitive local exchange carrier 
that provides interstate exchange access services and interstate long distance toll 
services. Control of IdeaOne will give HickoryTech control of the blanket domestic 
Section 214 authorization held by IdeaOne. 

(7) Description of the geographic areas in which the transferor and transferee (and 
their affiliates) offer domestic telecommunications services, and what services 
are provided in each area: 

Areas and Services of IdeaOne 

IdeaOne is a CLEC that provides fiber optic-based voice and data services in and 
around Fargo and West Fargo, North Dakota, and Moorhead, Minnesota. It provides 
competitive local and long distance services (as a competitor primarily of 
CenturyLink, formerly Qwest) in this area. It also provides high-speed and dial-up 
Internet access and wireless broadband services throughout the same Fargo­
Moorhead area. IdeaOne has approximately 3,600 business and residential 
customers. 

IdeaOne's current indirect owner Dakota Central Telecommunications Cooperative 
("DCTC") is a telephone cooperative based in Carrington, North Dakota that 
provides local exchange, exchange access, dial-up and broadband Internet access, and 
cable television services in Foster, Stutsman and southern Wells Counties in east 
central North Dakota. 

IdeaOne's current indirect owner United Telephone Mutual Aid Corporation 
("UTMAC") is a telephone cooperative based in Langdon, North Dakota that 
provides local exchange, exchange access, dial-up and broadband Internet access, and 
video services in Cavalier, Ramsey, Towner, Rolette, Benson and Bottineau Counties 
in northeastern North Dakota. 

IdeaOne's current indirect owner Polar Communications ("Polar") is a telephone 
cooperative based in Park River, North Dakota that provides local exchange, 
exchange access, dial-up and broadband Internet access, and video services in and 
around the Red River Valley of northeastern North Dakota and northwestern 
Minnesota. 

IdeaOne's current indirect owner North Dakota Telephone Company is owned by 
DCTC, UTMAC and Polar, and headquartered in Devil's Lake, North Dakota. It 
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provides local exchange, exchange access, dial-up and broadband Internet access, and 
video services to 26 exchanges in northeastern North Dakota. 

IdeaOne has no subsidiaries or other affiliates that offer telecommunications services. 

Areas and Services of HickoryTech 

HickoryTech's ILEC affiliates include: (1) Mankato Citizens Telephone Company, 
providing service in Mankato, Minnesota; (2) Heartland Telecommunications 
Company of Iowa, providing service in Akron, Bancroft Boyden, Doon; Hawarden, 
Hull, Ireton, Lakota, Rock Rapids, Rock Valley, Sibley, Iowa; West Hawarden and 
West Akron, South Dakota and North Rock Rapids, Minnesota; and (3) Mid­
Communications, Inc., providing service in Amboy, Cambria, Eagle Lake, Garden 
City, Good Thunder, Lake Crystal, Madison Lake, Mapleton, Pemberton, St. Clair 
and Vernon Center, Minnesota. IdeaOne does not provide telephone exchange or 
exchange access services in any of these geographic areas. Nor are any of 
HighTech's ILEC affiliates' service territories adjacent to the IdeaOne service 
territory. 

Enventis Telecom, Inc. ("Enventis"), a wholly-owned subsidiary of HickoryTech, is 
an integrated communications services provider that offers private line and advanced 
data service to businesses and communities primarily in Minnesota and Wisconsin 
(and also certain communities in Iowa, North Dakota and South Dakota). Enventis 
also provides converged communication services that allow VolP voice, video and 
data communications to use the same delivery technology. Finally, Eventis provides 
interconnected VoIP services via resold private lines to business customers in 
Alabama, Arizona, California, Colorado, Connecticut, Florida, Georgia, Iowa, 
Illinois, Indiana, Kansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, Massachusetts, Maryland, Michigan, 
Minnesota, Missouri, North Carolina, North Dakota, New Hampshire, New Jersey, 
Nevada, New York, Ohio, Oklahoma, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, South 
Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, Utah, Virginia, Vermont, Washington, Wisconsin and 
West Virginia 

Crystal Communications, Inc. ("Crystal"), a wholly-owned subsidiary of 
HickoryTech, is a facilities-based CLEC that and provides local service, long 
distance, private line, internet access and digital TV in south central Minnesota and 
the Des Moines, Iowa area. 

Hickory Tech and its Affiliates have constructed, and are operating and expanding, a 
fiber optic transport network that serves substantial portions of Minnesota, select 
portions of Iowa, and adjacent parts of Wisconsin, North Dakota and South Dakota. 
This network includes a backbone point of presence at Fargo-Moorhead owned by 
Enventis, but HickoryTech and its Affiliates do not offer local exchange, exchange 
access, long distance toll or other regulated telecommunications services in the Fargo­
Moorhead area. 
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National Independent Billing, Inc., a wholly~owned subsidiary of HickoryTech, 
provides data processing services. 

Altogether, HickoryTech's existing ILEC and CLEC subsidiaries serve 
approximately 70,000 business and residential access lines prior to the completion of 
the subject transaction. 

HickoryTech has no other subsidiaries or affiliates that offer telecommunications 
services. 

(8) Statement as to how the application fits into one or more of the presumptive 
streamlined categories in section 63.03 or why it is otherwise appropriate for 
streamlined treatment: 

This application qualifies for presumed streamlined treatment pursuant to Section 
63.03(b)(2)(ii) of the Commission's Rules because: (1) both before and after 
completion of the proposed transaction, Transferee and its Affiliates will have a 
market share in the interstate, interexchange market of substantially less than 10 
percent; (2) Transferee will acquire control of IdeaOne facilities and operations that 
provide competitive telephone exchange services and exchange access services 
exclusively in geographic areas served by a dominant local exchange carrier 
(CenturyLink, formerly Qwest) that is not a party to the transaction; and (3) 
HickoryTech has Affiliates that are dominant carriers while IdeaOne is a non~ 
dominant carrier that provides services exclusively outside the geographic areas 
where HickoryTech's existing Affiliates are dominant. 

(9) Identification of all other Commission applications related to the same 
transaction: 

Applicants will file a separate application for the transfer of control of IdeaOne's 
International Section 214 Authorization for global resale (File No. ITC-214-
20111115-00345) from the current member-owners of IdeaOne to HickoryTech. 

Applicants will also file applications for consent to the transfer of control of 
IdeaOne's license for 3650-3700 MHz Service Station WQME615 and its Spectrum 
Lease L000000043, from the current member-owners of IdeaOne to HickoryTech. 

No other Commission applications will be filed with respect to this transaction. 

(10) Statement of whether the applicants are requesting special consideration 
because either party to the transaction is facing imminent business failure: 

No party to the transaction is facing imminent business failure at this time. 
Therefore, the applicants are not requesting special consideration because a party to 
the transaction is facing imminent business failure. 
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(11) Identification of any separately filed waiver requests being sought in 
conjunction with the transaction: 

No separately filed waivers or waiver requests are being sought in conjunction with 
the proposed transaction. 

(12) Statement showing how grant of the application will serve the public interest, 
convenience and necessity, including any additional information that may be 
necessary to show the effect of the proposed transaction on competition in 

. domestic markets: 

The proposed transaction will serve the public interest by ensuring the continued 
availability of quality telecommunications services at affordable rates for the 
businesses and residents of the Fargo-Moorhead area served by IdeaOne. 
HickoryTech, the proposed new owner of IdeaOne is a qualified and experienced 
fiber optic network operator, telecommunications service provider and Internet 
access service provider. In particular, increased access to HickoryTech's multi-state 
fiber optic network will enhance the number, quality and speed of the regulated and 
non-regulated services available to IdeaOne's customers. Under HickoryTech's 
ownership and control, IdeaOne will continue to provide its Fargo-Moorhead area 
customers with quality local exchange, exchange access and interexchange services 
at affordable rates. 
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Conclusion 

In light of the foregoing facts and public interest considerations, the Commission 

is respectfully requested to authorize the transfer of control of IdeaOne Telecom Group, 

LLC and its domestic blanket Section 214 authorization from North Dakota Telecom I, 

LLC and Southeast Rural Vision Enterprises Co. to Hickory Tech Corporation. 

North Dakota Telecom I, LLC; Southeast Rural Vision Enterprises Co. and 

HickoryTech Corporation reiterate that they certify, pursuant to 47 C.F.R. §§1.2001 

through 1.2003, that no party (including IdeaOne Telecom Group, LLC) to the present 

application is subject to denial of Federal benefits pursuant to section 5301 of the Anti-

Drug Abuse Act of 1988. 

Respectfully submitted, 

North Dakota Telecom I, LLC Hickory Tech Corporation 

L BY-___________________ __ 

Printed name: '\)A" \ ~ 
----.... , 
.J) '. '.L." iC ~S Printed name: -----------------

.~ 

Office: '·1~£"3 . Office: - -----------------

Date:. i 2 / j.3 III Date: ----------------------

Southeast Rural Vision Enterprises Co. 

By: _ _______ __ __ 

Printed name: --------

Office: -------------------
Date: __________________ __ 
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Conclusion 

In light of the foregoing facts and public interest considerations, the Commission 

is respectfully requested to authorize the transfer of control of IdeaOne Telecom Group, 

LLC and its domestic blanket Section 214 authorization from North Dakota Telecom I, 

LLC and Southeast Rural Vision Enterprises Co. to Hickory Tech Corporation. 

North Dakota Telecom I, LLC; Southeast Rural Vision Enterprises Co. and 
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through 1.2003, that no party (including IdeaOne Telecom Group, LLC) to the present 

application is subject to denial of Federal benefits pursuant to section 5301 of the Anti-

Drug Abuse Act of 1988. 

Respectfully submitted, 

North Dakota Telecom I, LLC Hickory Tech Corporation 

By: __________________ _ By: ______________________ _ 

Printed name: Printed name: -------- ---------------
Office: __________________ _ Office: --------------
Date: Date: - -------------- ----------------

Southeast Rural Vision Enterprises Co. 

BY ~~'~ 
Printed nam: Sea#-!trI. \r-.Jy 
Office: ?,eb: ~ ~ A. ~ Ie E CJ 

Date: l "d-/ (3 /:to 1 ~ 
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Conclusion 

In light of the foregoing facts and public interest considerations, the Commission 

is respectfully requested to authorize the transfer of control of IdeaOne Telecom Group, 

LLC and its domestic blanket Section 214 authorization from North Dakota Telecom I, 

LLC and Southeast Rural Vision Enterprises Co. to Hickory Tech Corporation. 

North Dakota Telecom I, LLC; Southeast Rural Vision Enterprises Co. and 

Hickory Tech Corporation reiterate that they certify, pursuant to 47 C.F.R. §§1.2001 

through 1.2003, that no party (including IdeaOne Telecom Group, LLC) to the present 

application is subject to denial of Federal benefits pursuant to section 5301 of the Anti-

Drug Abuse Act of 1988. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Nortb Dakota Telecom I, LLC Hickory Tecb Corporation 

By: ________________ __ By: 12od1 fl. ck;J;-~ 
Printed name: Printed name: David A. Christensen -------

Office: _ _ _ ______ _ Office: Senior Vice President & CFO 

Date: - ------ - -- Date: December 12,2011 

Southeast Rural Vision Enterprises Co. 

By: _ ______________ _ 

Printed name: ______ _ 

Office: - ---------
Date: -----------
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