
Last October 25th the FCC announced its plan for revamping the Universal Service Fund. While 
the agency didn't rubber-stamp the plan written by AT&T and Verizon, it missed a chance to 
bring real pro-consumer reform to a wasteful system.  

In a statement, Free Press Political Adviser Joel Kelsey said that the rules would still allow 
carriers to impose new charges on local subscribers: 

"The Commission did take steps to narrow the scope of these rate increases, but asking 
consumers to pay more into a broken system and letting the industry divvy up the pot will not 
increase broadband adoption. If the goal is to increase broadband adoption, prices should be 
going down, not up.” 


