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Federal Communications Commission

In the Matter of Office of the Secretary

CG Docket 06-181
CG Docket 11-175

VAN BUREN FIRST ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Petition for Exemption Pursuant to
Section 79.1(f) of the Commission’s Rules

Directed to:  Office of the Secretary
Attention: Chief, Consumer and Governmental Affairs Bureau

PETITION FOR WAIVER OF CLOSED CAPTIONING RULES

Van Buren First Assembly of God (*“Van Buren”), by its attorneys and pursuant to
Section 79.1(f) of the Commission’s Rules, hereby respectfully requests a three-year waiver of
the Commission’s rules and policies requiring closed captioning for all new video programming
broadcast on television for Van Buren’s program “Reach Out.” This waiver request is based
upon the economically burdensome nature of complying with this requirement. With respect
thereto, the following is stated:

Van Buren previously sought and was granted a waiver of the Commission’s closed
captioning rules based upon a finding that the cost of providing captioning for “Reach Out”
would create an undue burden for the church. That action was reversed, however, through the
Commission’s action in Anglers for Christ Ministries, Inc., FCC 11-159, released October 20,
2011. Van Buren is now submitting a new petition for a waiver of the closed captioning rules
pursuant to that ruling and based upon the heavy economic burdens that would be created by the
need to provide captions for its program. In fact, the burden would be so great that Van Buren is
unlikely to be able to continue with offering “Reach Out” to the viewers of the community of

Van Buren, Arkansas, and elsewhere in the state of Arkansas as a whole.
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Van Buren began its broadcast ministry in 1987 in order to reach others outside of the
church by television to bring them the gospel message. Over the past 24 years, this broadcast
has helped many people in the community who tune in each week to hear the gospel message
and receive the comfort, hope, and joy that it brings.

In the recent hard economic times, however, it has become more and more difficult to
continue with this ministry that is important to the church. Funding for the program is derived
entirely from the donations and tithes given to the church. Incoming funds to the church have
declined with the downturn in the economy, even as other demands on the church’s funds have
continued apace. Attached hereto as Exhibit 1 are copies of the Compilations of Income and
Expense associated with Van Buren’s TV ministry for the years of 2009 through 2011. These
show that over the past three years, even with a closed captioning waiver in place, the program
lost $50,437.55 in 2009, $46,601.00 in 2010, and $36,656.94 in 2011. In fact, the financial
situation became so tight in 2011 that Van Buren was forced to reduce the show from one hour in
duration to 30 minutes. The addition of captioning costs to the already stretched budget would
be prohibitive and would likely cause the program to cease operation altogether.

Those expenses would be significant. Van Buren has sought information conceming the
cost of obtaining captioning for “Reach Out” as a 30 minute program. One option would be to
contract with an outside company to do the captioning. Van Buren received a bid of $8,684 per
year for such services. Another alternative would be to purchase software to do the captioning
in-house, but this process would require additional services in filming the program and editing it.
The bid for this alternative was $9,000, plus additional expenses of $125 to $175 per hour for the
person filming the show and $167 to $200 per program for editing services. Either option that

Van Buren could select would thus add significantly to the expenses of the program. Given that
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EXHIBIT 1.
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BPBBY L. JOHNSON, PASTOR

First Assembly of God, Van Buren, AR
Compilation of iIncome & Expense
TV Ministry
For the Period Ending December 31, 2009

Income $20,140.00
Expense 70,577.50

Net Income (Loss)  (50,437.55)

1014 FAYETTEVILLE ROAD 2 VAN BUREN, AR 72968 . (479) 474-7673 e FAX 1479) 471-1700
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BOBRBY L. JOHNSDON, PASTOR

First Assembly of God, Van Buren, AR
Compilation of Income & Expense
TV Ministry
For the Period Ending December 31, 2010

[ncome $21,474.00
Expense 68,075.00

Net Income (Loss) (46,601.00)

1074 FAYETTEVILLE RQAD . VAN BUREN, AR 72958 - 1479} 474.7573 . FAX, (479) 47111100
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BOBBY L. JOHNSON, PASTOR

First Assembly of God, Van Buren, AR
Compilation of Income & Expense
_ TV Ministry
For the Period Ended December 31, 2011

[ncome 16,671.33
Expenses 53,328.27

Net Income (Loss) (36,656.94)

1074 FAYETTEVILLE ROAD . VAN BUREN, AR 72866 . 1478) 474-7573 . FAX (479) 431-1100










LEONARD N. RICKETTS, P.A. ‘
LICENSED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT
416 EAST PICKENS - P. 0. BOX 672

DUMAS, ARKANSAS 71639
(870) 382-2211 FAX: (870) 382-2115 ‘

|
|
FIRST ASSEMBLY OF GOD - VAN BUREN
VAN BUREN, AR 72956

F GOD -

We have compiled the accompanying statement of financial position of FIRST ASSEMBLY (
VAN BUREN (a nonprofit entity) as of August 31, 2011 and the related statement of activities fi

the year then

ended. I have not audited or reviewed the accompanying financial statements and. accordingly, ddq not express
an opinion or provide any assurance about whether the financial statements are in accordance witly the modified

cash basis of accounting, which is a comprehensive basis of accounting other than generally acce
accounting principles in the United States of America.

ted

Management is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of the financial statements in faccordance
with the modified cash basis of accounting and designing, implementing, and maintaining interngl control

relevant to the preparation and fair presentation of the financial statements.
|

Our responsibility is to conduct the compilation in accordance with Statements OE!I Standards for A

Review Services issued by the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants. The objective
compilation is to assist management in presenting financial information in the form of financial s
without undertaking to obtain or provide any assurance that there are no material L’nodiﬁcations th
made to the financial statements. '

jccounting and
ofa

tements
t should be

Management has elected to omit substantially all of the disclosures required by modified cash bas|s accounting,

in the United

which is a comprehensive basis of accounting other than generally accepted accotlmting principles|
States of America. If the omitted disclosures were included in the financial statements, they mi

influence the

user's conclusions about the Organization's financial position, changes in net assets, and cash flows.

Accordingly, these financial statements are not designed for those who are not informed about su

onard N. Ricketts
Licensed Public Accountant ‘

September 21, 2011

h matters.




FIRST ASSEMBLY OF GOD - VAN BURE;V
Statement of Financial Position

(Modified Cash Basis)
August 31, 2011 '
ASSETS .
|
Current Assets 2‘
CITIZENS BANK $ 230,8 |8.38
MERRILL LYNCH - TOY SAVINGS 6,891.61
CITIZENS - BLDG ACCT 5,720.00
INTERNET ACCOUNT 1,97?.93
Departmental Savings Accts 58.112.17
Total Current Assets
Land, Buildings and Equipment
BUILDINGS 8,545,96-%.70
BUILDING - LEGACY 4,992,000.00
FURNITURE & EQUIPMENT 1,850,752.36
AUTOS & BUSES 176,591.00
ACCUM DEPRECIATION (2,885,173.97)
ACCUM DEPR - LEGACY BLDG ( 405.60p.00)
Total Land, Buildings and Equipment
Other Assets
LAND 421,073.20
N\REC - LEGACY 491.554.53
Total Other Assets
Total Assets

See accountant's compilation report

b 303,525.09
12,274,533.09
012.627.73

$ ____13.490,68591




FIRST ASSEMBLY OF GOD - VAN BUREN

Current Liabilities
CURRENT PORTION N\P BANK
CURR PORTION LT DEBT - CITIZEN

Total Current Liabilities

Long Term Liabilities
N\P - CITIZENS BANK
N\P - BANK OF OZARK
LESS CURRENT PORTION
LESS CURR PORTION - OZARK

Total Long Term Liabilities
Net Assets:
UNDESIGNATED
BUILDING AND EQUIPMENT
TEMPORARILY RESTRICTED
Current Income (Loss)
Total Net Assets

Total Liabilities and Net Assets

Statement of Financial Position

(Modified Cash Basis) "
August 31, 2011

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS: |

$ 86.25!3.99
96.514.17

6,246,27L.91
4,917,544.53
(96,514.17)
86.288.99

|

|

|

1
230,828.38
1,997,073.76
72,696.71
26.262.62

|
l
|
|
|

See accountant's compilation report

182,803.16

10,981,021.28

.326.861.47
$







FIRST ASSEMBLY OF GOD - VAN BUREI*XJ
SUPPORT SCHEDULE - CURRENT ASSETS ‘

(Modified Cash Basis) ,
August 31,2011 |
DEPARTMENTAL SAVINGS !
SEARCH & RESCUE - SAVINGS 886.44
AUDIT SAVINGS 3,017.21
BGMC - SAVINGS 392.30
STL - SAVINGS (1,582.42)
INSURANCE SAVINGS 4,542.17
EXTRAVAGANZA 14.48
CHOIR - SAVINGS (1,646.55)
CROSSPOINT - SAVINGS 3,546.78
VAN - SAVINGS 11,483.09
DENTAL - SAVINGS 13,481.19
SUPPORT SAVINGS 16,382.52
WOMEN'S CONFERENCE 1,496.63
BUS SAVINGS 3,095.51
UTH SAVINGS 9,557.56
VBS 890.78
EQUIPMENT SAVINGS (17,471.17)
VEH INSURANCE 1002565
TOTAL DEPARTMENTAL SAVINGS $ 58,112.17

See accountant's compilation report







LEONARD N. RICKETTS, P.A.

LICENSED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT

416 EAST PICKENS - P. 0. BOX 672
DUMAS, ARKANSAS 71639

(870) 3822211 FAX: (870) 382-2115

FIRST ASSEMBLY OF GOD - VAN BUREN
VAN BUREN, AR 72956

We have compiled the accompanying statement of financial position of FIRST‘ ASSEMBLY OF GOD -
VAN BUREN (a nonprofit entity) as of December 31, 2010 and the related statement of activities ffor the year
then ended. I have not audited or reviewed the accompanying financial statemcntsi and. accordingly, do not
express an opinion or provide any assurance about whether the financial statements are in accordafice with the
modified cash basis of accounting, which is a comprehensive basis of accounting other than generjlly accepted

accounting principles in the United States of America. :

Management is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of the financial statements in ccordance
with the modified cash basis of accounting and designing, implementing, and maintaining interna| control
relevant to the preparation and fair presentation of the financial statements.

|
Our responsibility is to conduct the compilation in accordance with Statements on Standards for Akcounting and
Review Services issued by the American Institute of Certified Public Accountams;. The objective pfa
" compilation is to assist management in presenting financial information in the form of financial stdtements
without undertaking to obtain or provide any assurance that there are no material modifications should be
made to the financial statements.

Management has elected to omit substantially all of the disclosures required by ma':diﬁed cash basip accounting,
which is a comprehensive basis of accounting other than generally accepted accounting principles jn the United
States of America. If the omitted disclosures were included in the financial statements, they might/influence the
user's conclusions about the Organization's financial position, changes in net asse! : , and cash flows.
Accordingly, these financial statements are not designed for those who are not inf-?rmed about such matters.

|
cketts ‘
Licensed Public Accountant .

February 17, 2011 |




FIRST ASSEMBLY OF GOD - VAN BURES
Statement of Financial Position

Current Assets

CITIZENS BANK

MERRILL LYNCH - TOY SAVINGS
CITIZENS - BLDG ACCT
INTERNET ACCOUNT
Departmental Savings Accts

Total Current Assets

Land, Buildings and Equipment

BUILDINGS

BUILDING - LEGACY
FURNITURE & EQUIPMENT
AUTOS & BUSES

ACCUM DEPRECIATION
ACCUM DEPR - LEGACY BLDG

Total Land, Buildings and Equipment

Other Assets

LAND
N\REC - LEGACY

Total Other Assets

Total Assets

(Modified Cash Basis)
December 31, 2010

ASSETS

392,179.95
6,891.61
5,720.00
1,972.93

58.112.17

8,545,963.70
4,992,000.00
1,850,752.36

176,591.00

(2,885,173.97)

(405,60(?.00]

421,073.20

See accountant’s compilation report

519.577.60
[

$ 464,876.66
12,274,533.09
940,650.80

$ _13.680,060.55




FIRST ASSEMBLY OF GOD - VAN BUREN
Statement of Financial Position '

(Modified Cash Basis) |
December 31, 2010 ‘
LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS: '
Current Liabilities !
STATE WITHHOLDING $ 55.94
CURRENT PORTION N\P BANK 86,288.99
CURR PORTION LT DEBT - CITIZEN 96.514.17
Total Current Liabilities | $ 182,859.10
Long Term Liabilities .
N\P - CITIZENS BANK 6,339,708.86
N\P - BANK OF OZARK 4,917,544.53
LESS CURRENT PORTION (96,51 4.17)
LESS CURR PORTION - OZARK (86,288.99)
Total Long Term Liabilities 11,074,450.23
Net Assets: ;
UNDESIGNATED 373,329.85
BUILDING AND EQUIPMENT 2,220,1 23.75
TEMPORARILY RESTRICTED 72,696.71
Current Income (Loss) (243.395.09)
|
Total Net Assets 242275122
|
Total Liabilities and Net Assets - § ____13.680,060.55

See accountant's compilation report













LEONARD N. RICKETTS, P.A.
LICENSED PUBLIC ACCOUNTAN
416 EAST PICKENS - P. O. BOX 672
DUMAS, ARKANSAS 71639 |
(870) 382-2211 FAX: (870) 382-2115

FIRST ASSEMBLY OF GOD - VAN BUREN
VAN BUREN, AR 72956

We have compiled the accompanying statement of financial position of FIRST ASSEMBLY (
VAN BUREN (a nonprofit entity) as of December 31, 2009 and the related staternent of activities
then ended. I have not audited or reviewed the accompanying financial statements and. according|
express an opinion or provide any assurance about whether the financial statemeﬁts are in accord
modified cash basis of accounting, which is a comprehensive basis of accountmg other than gene
accounting principles in the United States of America.

Management is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of the ﬁnanc;al statements in
with the modified cash basis of accounting and designing, implementing, and mamtammg interng
relevant to the preparation and fair presentation of the financial statements.

Our responsibility is to conduct the compilation in accordance with Statements on Standards for 4
Review Services issued by the American Institute of Certified Public Accountantlk. The objectivg
compilation is to assist management in presenting financial information in the form of financial s
without undertaking to obtain or provide any assurance that there are no matcna] modifications
made to the financial statements.

odified cash bas
ing principles
ments, they mi

Management has elected to omit substantially all of the disclosures required by
which is a comprehensive basis of accounting other than generally accepted acco
States of America. If the omitted disclosures were included in the financial state:

t
user's conclusions about the Organization's financial position, changes in net assets, and cash ﬂf:ts‘
th matters.

Accordingly, these financial statements are not designed for those who are not informed about su

February 17, 2011

F GOD -

for the year
y, do not

ce with the
ally accepted

accordance
|l control

Accounting and
ofa
tements

Ll‘tlit should be

1 accounting,
in the United
influence the




FIRST ASSEMBLY OF GOD - VAN BURE*\I
Statement of Financial Position !

(Modified Cash Basis)
December 31; 2009
ASSETS
Current Assets .
CITIZENS BANK $ 482,347.80
MERRILL LYNCH - TOY SAVINGS 10,603.09
CITIZENS - BLDG ACCT 3.9 13.79
INTERNET ACCOUNT 573.38
Departmental Savings Accts 103,507.62
Total Current Assets $ 600,951.68
Laod, Buildings and Equipment :
BUILDINGS 8,545,963.70
BUILDING - LEGACY 4,992,000.00
FURNITURE & EQUIPMENT 1,767,324.91
AUTOS & BUSES 176,59]1.00
ACCUM DEPRECIATION (2,554,632.82)
ACCUM DEPR - LEGACY BLDG (280,800.00)
Total Land, Buildings and Equipment 12,646,446.79
Other Assets
LAND 421,073.20
N\REC - LEGACY 150.377.18
Total Other Assets 571,450.38
Total Assets $ 1381884885

See accountant's compilation report







FIRST ASSEMBLY OF GOD - VAN BUREN
SUPPORT SCHEDULE - CURRENT ASSETS

(Modified Cash Basis)
December 31, 2009 |
DEPARTMENTAL SAVINGS
SEARCH & RESCUE - SAVINGS 5,716.56
AUDIT SAVINGS 5,804.81
INSURANCE SAVINGS 25,000.00
EXTRAVAGANZA 14.48
CHOIR - SAVINGS 303.03
CROSSPOINT - SAVINGS 1,460.80
VAN - SAVINGS 14,087.09
DENTAL - SAVINGS 13,481.19
SUPPORT SAVINGS 7,363.76
BUS SAVINGS 10,030.51
UTH SAVINGS 9,054.16
VBS 1,165.58
VEH INSURANCE 10.025.65

TOTAL DEPARTMENTAL SAVINGS

See accountant's compilation report







TION

I, Torin L. Johnson, hereby declare and state as follows:

I am the Associate Pastor of Van Buren First Assembly of God. I have read the
foregoing “Petition for Waiver of Closed Captioning Rules.” The facts cohtained therein dre true
and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief,

T hereby declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true Jand correct to the best
of my knowledge and belief.

Dated this_{ b Pday of Jenuary, 2012.

<7y

Torin L. Jo , Associate Pastor

(003596211 }



