Before The Federal Communications Commission
Washington, D.C. 20554

In the matter of:

)
)
Petition to define a nationwide emergency ) Md & 'Wsiad
frequency in the table of VHF frequency ) F y
assignments in the Amateur Radio Service ) E@ be zmz
(“Part 97" operations) ) FCC Maj Room

Petition for Rulemaking

Submitted by:
Bryan D. Boyle, WBOYLE, 102 Juliet Rd., Morrisville PA 19067
H R Jim Dixon, WB6NIL, 34907 Highway 41, Coarsegold, CA 93614

Table of Contents
I INTRODUCTION
II. GENERAL BACKGROUND
lil. NEED FOR A DEFINED FREQUENCY ALLOCATION
V. DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED ALLOCATION
Overview of Part 97 operation and usage patterns
Low-cost barrier to introduction
Low effect on current allocation

Flexibility in implementation
Widest possible influence for least cost

®© 000

V. ACTIONS BEING REQUESTED IN THIS PROPOSAL

VL. CONCLUSIONS

.
Y wrp

























What is proposed here is a best-effort attempt to implement such a service in the
most efficient manner, and at the least cost, based upon the following:

Amateur Radio is, by definition and tradition, a service consisting of individuals
dedicated to the good of the public, who can be relied upon to take action
consistent with this goal when required, and will do so diligently without monetary
compensation.

Use of commonly-available existing (essentially zero-cost) or minimal-cost
equipment allows simple, low-impact, and easily implemented wide-spread
deployment.

Simple, efficient, and robust technical requirements in line with existing amateur
practice allow widest possible applicability for various methods of use, yet do so
with minimal complication and intrusiveness.

The combined result is that for comparatively little (or no) cost (and some
cooperation), this capability can be implemented in a manner that provides wide-
spread, consistent, and reliable response for Amateur Radio stations in need of
emergency assistance.

ACTIONS BEING REQUESTED IN THIS PROPOSAL

. It is proposed, as stated in Section IV of this petition, that the Commission
publish as a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM) that the simplex frequency
of 146.550 MHz, currently defined as a voice channel at the center of the 2 Meter
Amateur Radio frequency allocation, be specified and defined as a non-exclusive
nationwide Amateur Radio Service emergency communications channel using
FM wideband modulation, and restricting the use of PL/DPL or other channel
quieting technologies to ensure that communications can be established quickly
and with a minimum of operator overhead.

. Upon the proper reception of comments, under Commission regulations, if the
Commission deems it proper and necessary, that this frequency, after proper
public comment, be codified as the specific frequency set aside for emergency
communications.

. That no restrictions other than the codification of this frequency in terms of cross-
linking to existing services such as repeater, linked systems, or specification of






5.

Furthermore, we ask that the Commission define the frequency of 146.550 MHz
in the 144 MHz band allocation as being the most logical location for this
capability. All Amateur Operators have privileges in this band, the equipment is
available at a reasonable cost, and the number of operators using this band is
not an insignificant proportion of the Amateur Operator population.

It is felt that, with this specified allocation, the capabilities of the Amateur Service
will be brought into line with other publicly-accessible radio communications
services, and so increase the ability of radio communications capabilities to be
deployed more readily to protect life, render assistance, and ensure the ongoing
confidence of the public in the efficacy of the service.

The actions requested in this petition can be quickly and easily implemented by
the Commission with a minimum of resources and dislocation of existing
services. Any negative effects are outweighed significantly by the advantages
stated herein, increase the capabilities of the service, and address a perceived
need within the planning and execution functions of our activities as called for by
regulation. The proposals put forth in this petition will clearly serve the public
interest, convenience, and necessity, and are submitted for consideration,
discussion, rulemaking, and positive action.
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