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Dear Ms. Dortch: 
 
 On February 9, 2012, Michael Rhoda, Eric Einhorn, and I, of Windstream 
Communications, Inc., met with Michael Steffen of Chairman Genachowski’s office; Sharon 
Gillett, Carol Mattey, Joseph Cavender, all of the Wireline Competition Bureau; and Paul de Sa 
of the Office of Strategic Planning & Policy Analysis.  Steven Rosenberg of the Wireline 
Competition Bureau joined the meeting by telephone.  
 

In this meeting, Windstream discussed its pending request for reconsideration of the “one 
unserved location per $775” deployment requirement for Connect America Fund Phase I 
support.1  Windstream asserted that this requirement should be replaced with a more targeted 
mechanism, which would account for differences in individual companies’ service territories and 
ensure that unserved consumers in Windstream’s high-cost areas may benefit from Phase I 
support.  Without this reform, Windstream noted that consumers served by carriers that have 
aggressively deployed broadband in rural areas may not be able to benefit from funds, because 
$775 per unserved location may be insufficient to offset the costs to serve many of the carriers’ 
remaining, truly high-cost unserved locations.  Finally, Windstream argued that the FCC should 
seek to encourage the greatest amount of private sector investment in broadband deployment – 

                                                 
1 See Petition for Reconsideration and/or Clarification filed by Frontier Communications Corp. and Windstream 
Communications, Inc., WC Docket 10-90, et al., at 21 (Dec. 29, 2011). 
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which will only occur if carriers that are willing to invest the most in rural broadband 
deployment are able to participate meaningfully in Connect America Fund Phase I. 
 
 Please contact me if you have any questions regarding this submission. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
        /s/ Jennie B. Chandra 
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