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January 10,2012

The Honorable Julius Genachowski
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

RE: Request by the State ofOklahomafor Waiver ofthe Commission's Rules to Deploy
700 MHz Public Safety Interoperable Broadband Network that Can be Integrated
into the Public-Private Partnership, PS Docket No, 06-229

Dear Chairn1an Genachowski:

We are writing to you to urge the Commission to grant the State of Oklahoma's Expedited
Request for Waiver ("Expedited Request") without further delay.

The need for a 700 MHz public safety broadband network (PSBN) to aid first responders is
clear due to Oklahoma's history of natural and other disasters and the key industries and
critical infrastructure that reside in our state. In addition, Oklahoma's planned PSBN is pa
of a larger telecommunications infrastructure project that is already underway. Together,
these projects promise to create much needed jobs and revenue for the State of Oklahoma.
Oklahoma has a plan to move forward, the funding to move forward and the will to move
forward. The key hurdle toward making this statewide PSBN a reality is Commission gran
of the Expedited Request.

As was described in the Expedited Request that the state filed well over, a year ago,
Oklahoma has a dire need for the broadband services that a newly deployed PSBN would
supply:

• One of the most atrocious acts of terrorism inflicted on the United States was in
Oklahoma City. First responders from all ofOklahoma, the nation and the world
respoaded. The informaal0l11b1tGOUldJla¥e been.pI'Ovldecfby a .tewWe PSBN
would have been invaluable.

• The 1-40 bridge collapse closed down one of the nation's major traffic arteries.
Responders from small rural jurisdictions and the Oklahoma Department of
Transportation were the first on the scene. First responder efforts were impaired by
the lack ofwireless and wired internet access at the rural location.

• The State of Oklahoma is prone to natural disasters. First responders from state and
local agencies must respond to damage from tornados, floods, blizzards and wild
fires.

• The State of Oklahoma ranks 3rd in FEMA-declared disasters by state and has the
highest number of disasters per capita each year.
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The protection and security of Oklahoma's key infrastructure, military bases, interstate
system and pipeline infrastructure is vital to national, state and local government.
Oklahoma's statewide PSBN will provide critical needed situational awareness in the even
of natural disasters and in response to incidents or acts of terrorism.

This waiver request also would help address another critical need in the State of Oklahomal
jobs and economic growth. Oklahoma has already commenced construction of a statewide lIP
backbone network, overseen by the Oklahoma Department of Transportation (ODOT),
utilizing point-to-point wireless and IP-MPLS technologies. This statewide network will be
leveraged by multiple governmental agencies using multiple applications, such as public !
safety, transportation, healthcare, education and other governmental services in a secure, !
reliable manner. A critical component of the overall planned broadband infrastructure is tol
leverage it for use as backhaul in a statewide PSBN. I

I

The need to move forward with this project is particularly important in this time of econom c
hardship. The statewide backbone network and LTE broadband networks are estimated to
create hundreds ofjobs and generate almost $350 million in revenue through wholesale
revenue arrangements, as well as cost savings in just the first five years of operations.
Delaying approval of this waiver serves only to delay this economic growth.

It is important to note that this network is going to be built entirely with state funds.
Approximately $150 million has been allocated to the Office of the Chiefinforrnation Offi1er
and ODOT to oversee build-out of the statewide LTE network and backbone infrastructure'l
respectively. Although state funding is there right now, Oklahoma obviously cannot break!
ground on the planned LTE network without Commission authority to operate that network~
which in turn represents a delay in the broader benefits the statewide network promises to 1

deliver. With resources stretched thin, no state government can afford to allow allocated 1

funds to remain idle, budgeted but unspent. To ensure the continued availability of this !
funding for its statewide PSBN, the state must act expeditiously.

The State of Oklahoma stands ready to move forward with building a 700 MHz statewide
broadband network to improve the safety of the citizens of the State of Oklahoma, provide I

immediate jobs in the state and lay the foundation for continued economic growth. !
,

!

For these reasons, we urge you to take swift action and grant Oklahoma's Expedited Reque~t
for Waiver. I

i
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ohn Sullivan
Member of Congress

Dan Boren
Member of Congress

..

Respectfully submitted,

~~
James Inhofe
United States Senator

Frank Lucas
Member of Congress

Tom Cole
Member of Congress

cc: Commissioner Michael Copps
Commissioner Robert McDowell
Commissioner Mignon Clyburn
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FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

February 8, 2012
JULIUS GENACHOWSKI

CHAIRMAN

The Honorable Dan Boren
U.S. House of Representatives
2447 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Boren:

Thank. you for your letter regarding the State of Oklahoma's Request for Waiver. I
appreciate your bringing this matter to my attention and have directed the Chief of the Public
Safety and Homeland Security Bureau to respond. I am pleased to provide the enclosed letter

addressing your concerns.

If you have any additional questions or need any further assistance, please do not hesitate

to contact me.

Sincerely,

Julius Genachowski

Enclosure

-

44512THSTREETS.W WASHINGTON.D.C 20554.202-418-1000



Federal Communications Commission
Washington, D.C. 20554

January 25, 2012

The Honorable Dan Boren
United States Congress
2447 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Boren:

I am responding to your letter to FCC Chairman Julius Genachowski dated
January 10, 2012 urging approval for a request for waiver filed by the State of
Oklahoma. The State of Oklahoma filed a waiver request on August 19, 2010, seeking
authority to deploy a public safety broadband system in the 10 megahertz of 700 MHz
public safety broadband spectrum currently licensed to the Public Safety Spectrum
Trust (763-7681793-798 MHz bands).

I share your strong interest in an interoperable public safety broadband network,
and I appreciate that the State of Oklahoma is making this a priority, including allocating
funding to the project. We are considering all aspects of the request for waiver. We
appreciate your views and will include your comments in the record, as we continue our
evaluation of this request.

J es Arden Barne ,Jr.
ear Admiral, US (Ret.)

Chief, Public Safety and Homeland Security Bureau



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

February 8, 2012
JULIUS GENACHQWSKI

CHAIRMAN

The Honorable Tom Cole
U.S. House of Representatives
2458 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Cole:

Thank you for your letter regarding the State of Oklahoma's Request for Waiver. I
appreciate your bringing this matter to my attention and have directed the Chief of the Public
Safety and Homeland Security Bureau to respond. I am pleased to provide the enclosed letter

addressing your concerns.

If you have any additional questions or need any further assistance, please do not hesitate

to contact me.

Sincerely,

Julius Genachowski

Enclosure

-

445 12TH STREET S W. WASHINGTON. D.C. 20554 • 202·418-1000



Federal Communications Commission
Washington, D.C. 20554

January 25, 2012

The Honorable Tom Cole
United States Congress
2458 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Cole:

I am responding to your letter to FCC Chairman Julius Genachowski dated
January 10, 2012 urging approval for a request for waiver filed by the State of
Oklahoma. The State of Oklahoma filed a waiver request on August 19, 2010, seeking
authority to deploy a public safety broadband system in the 10 megahertz of 700 MHz
public safety broadband spectrum currently licensed to the Public Safety Spectrum
Trust (763-768/793-798 MHz bands).

I share your strong interest in an interoperable public safety broadband network,
and I appreciate that the State of Oklahoma is making this a priority, including allocating
funding to the project. We are considering all aspects of the request for waiver. We
appreciate your views and will include your comments in the record, as we continue our
evaluation of this request.

mes Arden Barnett,
Rear Admiral, USNR (Ret.)
Chief, Public Safety and Homeland Security Bureau



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

February 8, 2012
JULIUS GENACHOWSKI

CHAIRMAN

The Honorable James M. lnhofe
United States Senate
453 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator lnhofe:

Thank you for your letter regarding the State of Oklahoma's Request for Waiver. I
appreciate your bringing this matter to my attention and have directed the Chief of the Public
Safety and Homeland Security Bureau to respond. 1am pleased to provide the enclosed letter

addressing your concerns.

If you have any additional questions or need any further assistance, please do not hesitate

to contact me.

Sincerely,

Julius Genachowski

Enclosure

445 12TH STREET 5 W WASHINGTON, D.C. 20554 • 202·418-1000



Federal Communications Commission
Washington, D.C. 20554

January 25,2012

The Honorable James M. Inhofe
United States Senate
453 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Inhofe:

I am responding to your letter to FCC Chairman Julius Genachowski dated
January 10, 2012 urging approval for a request for waiver filed by the State of
Oklahoma. The State of Oklahoma filed a waiver request on August 19, 2010, seeking
authority to deploy a public safety broadband system in the 10 megahertz of 700 MHz
public safety broadband spectrum currently licensed to the Public Safety Spectrum
Trust (763-768/793-798 MHz bands).

I share your strong interest in an interoperable public safety broadband network,
and I appreciate that the State of Oklahoma is making this a priority, including allocating
funding to the project. We are considering all aspects of the request for waiver. We
appreciate your views and will include your comments in the record, as we continue our
evaluation of this request.

ames Arden Barnett,
Rear Admiral, USNR (Ret.)
Chief, Public Safety and Homeland Security Bureau



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

February 8, 2012
JULIUS GENACHOWSKI

CHAIRMAN

The Honorable James Lankford
U.S. House of Representatives
509 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Lankford:

Thank you for your letter regarding the State of Oklahoma's Request for Waiver. I
appreciate your bringing this matter to my attention and have directed the Chief of the Public
Safety and Homeland Security Bureau to respond. I am pleased to provide the enclosed letter

addressing your concerns.

If you have any additional questions or need any further assistance, please do not hesitate

to contact me.

Sincerely,

c::::-----
Julius Genachowski

Enclosure

445 t 2TH STREET S.W. WASHINGTON, D.C 20554 • 202-418-1000



Federal Communications Commission
Washington, D.C. 20554

January 25, 2012

The Honorable James Lankford
United States Congress
509 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Lankford:

I am responding to your letter to FCC Chairman Julius Genachowski dated
January 10, 2012 urging approval for a request for waiver filed by the State of
Oklahoma. The State of Oklahoma filed a waiver request on August 19, 2010, seeking
authority to deploy a public safety broadband system in the 10 megahertz of 700 MHz
public safety broadband spectrum currently licensed to the Public Safety Spectrum
Trust (763-7681793-798 MHz bands).

I share your strong interest in an interoperable public safety broadband network,
and I appreciate that the State of Oklahoma is making this a priority, including allocating
funding to the project. We are considering all aspects of the request for waiver. We
appreciate your views and will include your comments in the record, as we continue our
evaluation of this request.

mes Arden Barnett,
Rear Admiral, USNR (Ret.)
Chief, Public Safety and Homeland Security Bureau



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

February 8, 2012
JULIUS GENACHQWSKI

CHAIRMAN

The Honorable Frank D. Lucas
U.S. House of Representatives
2311 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Lucas:

Thank you for your letter regarding the State of Oklahoma's Request for Waiver. 1
appreciate your bringing this matter to my attention and have directed the Chief of the Public
Safety and Homeland Security Bureau to respond. I am pleased to provide the enclosed letter

addressing your concerns.

If you have any additional questions or need any further assistance, please do not hesitate

to contact me.

Sincerely,

Julius Genachowski

Enclosure

-

445 1211-t STREET S,W WASHINGTON, D.C 20554 • 202-4 I 8·1 000



Federal Communications Commission
Washington, D.C. 20S54

January 25, 2012

The Honorable Frank Lucas
United States Congress
2311 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Lucas:

I am responding to your letter to FCC Chairman Julius Genachowski dated
January 10, 2012 urging approval for a request for waiver filed by the State of
Oklahoma. The State of Oklahoma filed a waiver request on August 19, 2010, seeking
authority to deploy a public safety broadband system in the 10 megahertz of 700 MHz
public safety broadband spectrum currently licensed to the Public Safety Spectrum
Trust (763-768/793-798 MHz bands).

I share your strong interest in an interoperable public safety broadband network,
and I appreciate that the State of Oklahoma is making this a priority, including allocating
funding to the project. We are considering all aspects of the request for waiver. We
appreciate your views and will include your comments in the record, as we continue our
evaluation of this request.

ames Arden Barnett, r.
Rear Admiral, USNR (Ret.)
Chief, Public Safety and Homeland Security Bureau



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

February 8, 2012
JULIUS GENACHOWSKI

CHAIRMAN

The Honorable John Sullivan
U.S. House of Representatives
434 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Sullivan:

Thank you for your letter regarding the State of Oklahoma's Request for Waiver. I
appreciate your bringing this matter to my attention and have directed the Chief of the Public
Safety and Homeland Security Bureau to respond. I anl pleased to provide the enclosed letter

addressing your concerns.

If you have any additional questions or need any further assistance, please do not hesitate

to contact me.

Sincerely,

Julius Genachowski

Enclosure

445 12TH STREET S.W WASHINGTON, D.C. 20554 • 202-418-1000



Federal Communications Commission
Washington, D.C. 20554

January 25, 2012

The Honorable John Sullivan
United States Congress
434 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Sullivan:

I am responding to your letter to FCC Chairman Julius Genachowski dated
January 10, 2012 urging approval for a request for waiver filed by the State of
Oklahoma. The State of Oklahoma filed a waiver request on August 19, 2010, seeking
authority to deploy a public safety broadband system in the 10 megahertz of 700 MHz
public safety broadband spectrum currently licensed to the Public Safety Spectrum
Trust (763-768/793-798 MHz bands).

I share your strong interest in an interoperable public safety broadband network,
and I appreciate that the State of Oklahoma is making this a priority, including allocating
funding to the project. We are considering all aspects of the request for waiver. We
appreciate your views and will include your comments in the record, as we continue our
evaluation of this request.

J es Arden Barne ,Jr.
ear Admiral, USNR (Ret.)

Chief, Public Safety and Homeland Security Bureau
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