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The Honorable Julius Genachowski

The Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Chairman Genachowski:

Thank you for your letter addressing my concerns with the Commission’s current
retransmission consent regime and the reality of significant competitive changes in the video
programming marketplace. While I was pleased to read that the Commission intended to move
expeditiously in its proceeding on the matter, I am sincerely disappointed that the Commission
failed to complete its review in time to inform recent carriage talks. As a result of the
Commission’s inaction on a proceeding whose public comment period closed almost seven
months ago, the ability of tens of thousands of New Hampshire residents to watch the New
England Patriots compete in this year’s NFL Super Bowl has been jeopardized.

Beginning on January 14, 2012, the DIRECTYV subscribers of six counties in New
Hampshire (Belknap, Strafford, Rockingham, Merrimack, Hillsborough, and Cheshire)
experienced a blackout of WHDH-TV (Channel 7). As you know, Boston-based WHDH-TV, an
affiliate of NBC, will broadcast this year’s Super Bowl. However, because WHDH-TV’s owner,
Sunbeam Television Corporation, is currently at a retransmission consent impasse with
DIRECTYV over retransmission consent fees, the current blackout threatens the ability of
DIRECTYV subscribers to watch the Super Bowl.

While I remain hopeful that current negotiations will lead to a timely agreement, had the
Commission updated and clarified its rules, New Hampshire Patriots fans probably would not be
unfairly caught in the middle of this dispute. This unfortunate situation is precisely the concern I
raised in my letter of October 21, 2011, when [ stated that “as a result of [ | video marketplace
changes, increasingly frequent negotiation breakdowns and rising retransmission consent fees
result in both significant inconvenience and cost to consumers.”

[ urge the Commission to finally complete its proceeding, and to do what is within its
existing statutory authority to move the ball forward in the current dispute. New Hampshire
residents deserve better than to be caught in the middle.

Sincerely,

Cravlee & Bacs

Charles F. Bass
Member of Congress

CONCORD OFFICE: NASHUA OFFICE: LITTLETON OFFICE:

114 NorTH Main STREET, SUITE 200 221 MaIN STREET, SUITE 201 32 Main STReeT, Room 110
Concorp, NH 03301 NasHua, NH 03060 LitTLeTon, NH 03561
Prone: (603) 226-0064 PHoONE: (603} 595-7701 PHONE: (603) 444-5505

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

. COppse
February 16, 2012

JULIUS GENACHOWSKI
CHAIRMAN

The Honorable Charles Bass

U.S. House of Representatives

2350 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Bass:

Thank you for your letter expressing concern about the retransmission consent
negotiations between DIRECTV and Sunbeam Television Corporation. I share your concern for
consumers caught in the middle of protracted negotiations. As you know, Commission staff
continually monitored this situation and reached out to the parties for status updates. [ am
pleased that the parties were able to reach an agreement.

Commission staff is reviewing the record developed in response to the Commission’s
Notice of Proposed Rulemaking to determine if proposed changes to its retransmission consent
rules are warranted. The Commission also remains available as a resource if Congress chooses
to revisit the statutory framework for retransmission consent.

I'appreciate your interest in this matter. Please let me know if I can be of any further
assistance.

Sincerely,

f | °

Julius Genachowski

445 | 2TH STREET S.W. WASHINGTON, D.C. 20554 ¢ 202-418-1000
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