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February 29, 2012 
 

Request for Review 
TO INCREASE DISCOUNT RATE TO 50% 

 
 
CC Docket No. 02-6 
CC Docket No. 96-45 
 
Federal Communications Commission 
Office of the Secretary 
445 12th Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20554 
 
To whom it may concern;  
 
Appellant Name:  Richard Senturia, consultant for applicant.  
Applicant: Trinity Lutheran School, Kissimmee, FL   
Applicant BEN #:    38735 
Applicant Form 471 #808940 
 
We filed for Trinity Lutheran School for the 2011-2012 funding year. 
 
We provided documentation in support of 50% discount.  The client used documentation from 
the Step-Up for Florida program, which includes a list of eligible students as well as a 
Commitment Form from the state web site.  The documentation indicates 39 eligible students 
of an enrollment of 155, for a low income level of 24.516%.  USAC rejected this documentation 
on appeal. 
 
Although similar documentation has been acceptable for several Florida schools that we 
represent, USAC appears to have shifted ground recently.  Earlier last spring, reviewers were 
comfortable with the Commitment Form, but would not accept other forms that came off the 
same web site, such as a Scholarship Renewal Form.   
 
The situation appears to have evolved over the course of the summer.  Rejecting the 
Commitment Form, the reviewer in this instance again requested a completed application form 
that a parent filed out.  This is, of course, the usual practice for schools that use third party 
vendors, such as FACTS, PSAS, FAIR, etc.  From that perspective, Step-Up for Florida is being 
viewed as a third-party vendor. 
 



However, we have been able to provide a completed application form (name and address 
blacked out) in only two cases.  In one instance, a school principal had one in her possession 
only because she applied for her child.  In the other instance, a school principal acquired a 
form because a friend applied for her child and was willing to provide the documentation to 
the principal.  We find it unreasonable to request this kind of documentation, especially for a 
program that is now run by the state. It is our understanding that schools do not have access 
to these applications.  Third party vendors do provide access to completed applications 
online.   
 
Respectfully,  
 
Richard Senturia, Consultant 
rsenturia@erateprogram.com 
 


