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Blackout niles 
for NFL games 
stutlied by FCC 

Critics urge BillsfOJUJ 
to support policy changes 

By JEltRy ZUMSKI 

NEWS WASHINGTON BUREAU CHIEF 

WASHINGI'ON - Fans of the Buffalo Bills 
and other teams frequently subjected to televi­
sion blackout rules soon may get a reprieve -
and critics of the rules are enoouraglng fans to 
make their voices beard in support of dIanges in 
a lonctime federal policy tbIt pteteDtI satellite 
aDd cable broIdaIsterI from airing games that 
are not sold out. 

Doing so could make adHlerence as the Fed­
eral ConnmmiratJons Cnmmissjon ~ al­
tering or eliminating itB four-decade-old black­
out rules, said Brian Frederick, executive 
director of the Sports Fans Coalition. 

"For the next month, fans will have the 0p­
portunity to speak up about blackouts and actu­
ally be beard," Frederick said on his organiza­
tion's website this week. 

See Blackout on PageA2 
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Since it had no hard evidence, the investiga­
tive team decided to try a high-stakes confronta­
tion with White. 

could have closure for his family and for the fami­
lies of the victims." 

But before any of the events teen. 

Ne~ York State criminal profiler Edward 
The database Fallon used can be accessed at: 

www.scrippsnews.com/projects/serial-killers. 

can happen, adult organizers Now called J 
said the children will have to (bIclusion Crel 
learn everything about the tlM program wa 
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Higgins sends letter supporting exemptions 
BIACKOUf • from AI 

The FCC announced last week that it is 
reconsidering its rule that forces cable and 
sateDite 'IV providers to black out sporting 
events if games don't sell out Rep. Brian 
Higgins, D-BufIilo, also asked fans to con­
tact the federal agency to tell officials what 
they think. 

'1 sent a Jetter to the FCC cbaimwl ask­
ing that he eliminate this unfair rule, which 
does not provide for individual solutions to 
different local markets," said Higgins, ~ 
Buffalo. "The FCC has opened a public com­
ment period on this matter, and I UIge fans 
who reel similarly to do the same" 

'Ibe NFL's television cont:rads bar local 
st.at:ioDs from airing games that are not sold 
out '72 hours before ldckotf. Since 19'13, the 
FCC bas bad a rule in place that baD cable 
and satellite broadcasters from airing 
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games locally if they are not sold out 
But FCC Commissioner Robert M. Mc­

Dowell said in a statement that it's time to 
take a fresh look at that rule. 

"We now live in a world with not only 
local broa.dcast stations, but also cable, sat­
ellite, the Internet and wireless, and where 
television and merebandising revenues ex­
ceed ticket sales," McDowell said. '1t is ap­
propriate for us to re-examine the rule in 
1igbt of marketplace changes." 

In a letter to the FCC, Higgins noted that 
Bills fans are hit more than those of other 
team8 by the blackout rules. That's because 
Ralph Wilso~ has an unusually 
1arIe capadty ol73,OOO - 6,000 more1hlD 
tile &ftI'III8 ..... ..,.,ctance -1DIkiDg It 
more difIicult to .. a sellout. 

"'LIst ,... half of BOlIIIome 
JIIIB wtJl'e aut,. HJgIIJI em 
tbe Iba &or. is 1~· 

Higgins encouraged fans to comment 
on the blackout rule to the FCC electroni­
cally at http://fJal1foss1rx.gov/frlB2/. 

letters can be 

Federal Communications Commission 
Office of the Secretaty 
446 12th Street, SW 

. DC 

1be iee1dDc comments through 
Feb. P - and the NFL and other sports 
teigu.es are sure to oppose any changes. 

Ust summer, the NFL told the FCC in a 
filing that cbanges "would gut the pmpoee 
of the rule and c:reate perverse incentives 
10r (cable and sateDIte 'IV providers) to en­
gage in brfnJrmaMldp tadk:s in order to 
tab advutIp ~ tile piOJJOiid elO""pt loll 
to the sportB bladtmtt rule." 
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