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Ms. Marlene Dort.ch, ~ 
Federal Communications Commiuion 
445 12th Street, SW 
Washington. D.C. 20554 

Re: 18 Docket 11-109 

Dear Ms. Dortdl: 
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....... tilts ~ already &r outItrip our supply" that lIP -lana as misi ... JIN .... 
of rulel ."...,... spKInD ua coatinue to liDIer. 11ac FCC I1llIIt aWreu dIiI policy isaue as it 
.. laIeIto apeana n.- aad .... dear just who iI~e for ~ illterfereDce 
within till...., .. iei 01 OQC'. &e •• 1peCtNrL 

With ieII*' to UahtSquarecl'. pIDp(*d network. I undmIand ... it ,... • asin& its 
licensed spectrum to create a wholesale a bigbaspeed mobile InIdbIDd IIIWOIt to Americans in 
8ft expedited manner, as mandated by die FCC. AltbouP it is being funded wholly by private 
capital, it appealS to help our country meet 8WIy of the publi~ policy .... laid out ill the 
National Broadbad Plan. iDcludiq iDcreasina wireIesa competitioa and CDIhIina IDOIe 

Americans to ac=IS affordable hiah-speed wireless ~. As the matters surrouading the 
interference issues have laid bare, progress towards meeting the National Broadband Plan's 
worthy goals are at risk due to mispelUptions of the FCC'. rules on spectrum usage. As such, I 
urge the FCC to expeditiously 00DJider UptSquand-s PetitioD and iss opCioDs to co-exist with 
other companies. 

Sincerely, 
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NCGICC 

February 23,2012 

Marlene H. Dortch 
Secretary 

North Carolina 
Geographic Information Coordinating Council 
Chair: Dr. Lee Mandell 

Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20554 

Re: LightSquared Petition for Declaratory Ruling 
IB Docket No. 11-109; ET Docket No. 10-142 

Dear Ms. Dortch, 

On behalf of the North Carolina Geographic Information Coordinating Council, I am writing in 
opposition to the Petition for Declaratory Ruling filed by LightSquared Inc. on December 20, 2011 and 
placed on public notice by the Commission on January 27, 2012. 

In North Carolina, public and private organizations invest heavily in geospatial technology that 
relies on GPS-derived locations. Applications include a statewide Continuously Operating Reference 
System, state-wide aerial imagery and elevation data, crop management, timber management, highway 
engineering, environmental protection, and emergency communications to name a few. Our 34-member 
Council, representing our geospatial community, is very concerned about any interference with GPS 
signals. The investments that rely on GPS have generated benefits to the taxpayers of North Carolina and 
to private businesses by increasing efficiency, accuracy and timeliness. Based on our understanding, the 
LightSquared project would interfere with GPS in ways that would impose heavy costs and constraints on 
North Carolina's thriving geospatial community. 

We urge the FCC to find that commercial GPS devices are entitled to interference protection from 
LightSquared's operations. To find otherwise will result in significant increases in financial , 
environmental, and safety issues to the citizens of North Carolina. Thanking you very much for your time 
and consideration in this matter, I am 

Very truly yours, 

Dr. Lee Mandell 
Chair 

Staff: Center for Geographic Information & Analysis 
20322 Mail Service Center, Raleigh, NC 27699-0322 

919.754.6580 - www.ncgicc.net 
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I:.a~ren Sparls 
P.O. &o*8e~ 

&enfon. Art 72018 

Ms. Marlene Dortch, Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, SW 
Washington, D.C. 20554 

Re: IB Docket 11-109 

Dear Ms. Dortch: 

Received & Inspected 

FEB 292012 

FCC Mall Room 
I appreciate this opportunity to comment on LightSquared's Petition for Declaration Ruling. I 
believe the scope of this matter extends beyond LightSquared and speaks to the need for 
more enforcement and clarity regarding the rights afforded to licensed and unlicensed users 
of spectrum. 

I understand that LightSquared is asking for clarification from the FCC regarding spectrum 
use, and it is my sincere hope much-needed clarity will be provided - for the sake of 
LightSquared, and for future policy. The FCC must address the issue of spectrum rights and 
who is responsible for mitigating interference within the boundaries of one's licensed 
spectrum. Limited broadband access is an issue that I, among many others in my area, 
constantly face. As I understand it, Arkansas is ranked forty-eighth in the country for 
broadband access, and I believe it. As an expectant mother and night-commuter to law 
school, I must have reliable access to high-speed Internet to help with the demands of a 
growing family and school. I encourage the FCC to push for alternatives that would allow 
Lightsquared and the GPS devices to share network usage, at least as a short-term plan. 
Expanding access would relieve the ever-growing strain on our overcrowded bandwidth. 

With respect to LightSquared's proposal, I understand that it plans on using its licensed 
spectrum to build a who!esale t high-speed mobile broadband network in an expedited 
manner( as mandated by the ~Cc. Although it is being funded wholly by private capital, it 
appears to help our country meet many of the public policy goals laid out in the National 
Broadband Plan, including increasing wireless competition and enabling more Americans to 
access affordable high-speed wireless services. As the rnatters surrounding the interference 
issues have laid bare, progress towards meeting the National Broadband Plan's worthy goals 
are at risk, largety due to misperceptions of the FCC's rules on spectrum usage. As such, I 
urge the FCC to expeditiously consider LightSquared's petition. Thank you for your time. 

Lauren Sparks 

CC: The Honorable Lawrence E. Strickling 
Assistant Secretary for Communications and Information 
National Telecommunications and Information Administration 
United States Department of Commerce 
1401 ·Constitution Ave., N.W . 

. ~ Washington, D.C. 20230 
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