Before the
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20554

In the Matter of
AU Docket No. 12-25

N N N

Mobility Fund Phase | Auction

COMMENTS OF SPRINT NEXTEL CORPORATION

Sprint Nextel Corporation (“Sprint”), pursuant to the Public Notices released on February
2, 2012 (DA 12-121) and March 8, 2012 (DA 12-355), hereby respectfully submits comments in
the above-captioned proceeding regarding the eligibility of census blocks for Mobility Fund
Phase | support. Sprint submits these comments because it offers 3G and higher broadband
service in a significant number of census blocks that are included in the Commission’s list of
unserved areas.

In its USF/ICC Transformation Order, the Commission required that “all wireless
competitive ETCs that receive USF high cost support, under either legacy or reformed
programs... review the list of areas eligible for Mobility Fund support when published by the
Commission and identify any areas with respect to which they have made a regulatory
commitment to provide 3G or better wireless service or receive a federal executive department
funding commitment in exchange for their commitment to provide 3G or better wireless

service.”?

Although Sprint is not providing 3G or better wireless service pursuant to such
commitments, it did, nonetheless, compare the Commission’s list of potentially eligible census

blocks with its “3G or better wireless service” coverage. Sprint’s analysis indicates that it has at

! Connect America Fund, et al., Docket Nos. 10-90, et al., Report and Order and Further Notice of
Proposed Rulemaking, FCC 11-161 (Nov. 18, 2011), published in 76 Fed Reg. 73830 (Nov. 29,
2011) (“USF/ICC Transformation Order”), 1 342 .



least some “3G or better wireless service” in 12,400 of the potential Mobility Fund census blocks

listed by the Commission. The list of overlapping census blocks is attached hereto.

Sprint urges the Commission to review its list of census blocks to eliminate those that

have “3G or better wireless service” based on the information provided semiannually to NTIA.

Eliminating overlapping census blocks will help ensure that the Commission’s policy of

providing Mobility Fund Phase I support only “where no provider currently offers [3G or higher]

service™ is met. Evidence to support Sprint’s coverage may be found on the coverage maps

Sprint posts on its website, www.sprint.com.® Evidence may also be provided on the NTIA’s

National Broadband Map at www.broadbandmap.gov and on state broadband maps.
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SPRINT NEXTEL CORPORATION

/s/ Charles W. McKee

21d., para. 319.
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® These maps do not, however, contain census block information.
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