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March 21, 2012 
 
 
Marlene H. Dortch 
Secretary  
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20554 
 

Re: Notice of Ex Parte Communication 
 MM Docket Nos. 00-168 and 00-44 

 
Dear Ms. Dortch: 
 
On Monday, March 19, 2012, Jane Mago of the National Association of Broadcasters 
(NAB) spoke by phone with William Lake of the FCC’s Media Bureau regarding the 
above-captioned proceeding.   
 
Ms. Mago focused on the political file issues in this proceeding and reiterated NAB’s 
desire to avoid harmful unintended consequences likely to accrue if the FCC changes 
its prior decision to exclude the political file from any online requirement.  She noted, 
consistent with NAB’s recent supplemental comments, that there is some question 
about the FCC’s authority to require that the information described in Section 315(e) of 
the Communications Act be put online. Supplemental Comments of NAB, MM Docket 
Nos. 00-168 and 00-44 (filed March 8, 2012).  At the very least, there is no 
requirement that broadcaster public or political files or sensitive rate information be put 
online.  The FCC has the authority to decide, as it did in 2007, that portions of the 
public file should not be put online.  Finally, she argued that the information needed for 
public scrutiny (as opposed to information aimed mainly at candidates) is available on 
the Federal Election Commission website, which Congress clearly intended to be the 
locus for electoral information.   
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Please direct any questions to the undersigned. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
Jane E. Mago 
Executive Vice President & General Counsel 
National Association of Broadcasters 

 
 
cc:  William Lake 
 

 


