Federal Communications Commission
Washington, D.C. 20554

March 7, 2012

Case ldentifier: CGB-CC-0549
Messiah Outreach Christian Family Church
Attn: Pastor David Paul Garrett
1613 Sheffield Drive
PO Box 8415
Columbus, GA 31908

Dear Pastor Garrett,

This is to advise you that the Consumer and Governmental Affairs Bureau (CGB) of the
Federal Communications Commission (“FCC™) has reviewed your petition for exemption from the
closed captioning rules. CGB has found that your petition provides some, but not all, of the
information needed for us to make a determination as to whether or not the FCC closed captioning
requirements would be economically burdensome for you. If you wish for this petition to receive
further consideration for a closed captioning exemption, you must supplement your petition by
providing us with the information described below, by April 6, 2012.

As an initial matter, your petition states that the Messiah Outreach Church Program should be
exempt based on Section 79.1(d)(8), which exempts from the closed captioning rules “locally
produced and distributed non-news programming with no repeat value.” This exemption applies to
“programming that is locally produced by the video programming distributor, has no repeat value, is
of local public interest, is not news programming, and for which the ‘electronic news room’
technique of captioning is unavailable” (emphasis added). We note that this self-implementing
exemption is a narrowly focused exemption available to programming produced by video
programming distributors. Video programming distributor is defined in Section 79.1(a)(2) as
follows: “Any television broadcast station licensed by the Commission and any multi-channel video
programming distributor as defined in Section 76.1000(e) of the rules, and any other distributor of
video programming for residential reception that delivers such programming directly to the home and
is subject to the jurisdiction of the Commission™ (emphasis added). As you do not fall within the
definition of a video programming distributor within the meaning of the rule, this exemption is not
available to you.

With respect to the remainder of your petition, the information we need is:

e Documentation of your financial status sufficient to demonstrate your inability to
afford closed captioning -- for example, profit and loss statements or bank statement
information. (This should not just include the resources devoted to or the costs
associated with the television programs that are the subject of this petition.);

e An affidavit (i.e., a written sworn statement made under oath) supporting your
petition.

If you do not file this additional information by April 6, 2012, or the information that you provide is
still not sufficient for us to make a determination, your petition will be dismissed without prejudice to












