Institute for Public Representation
600 New Jersey Ave. NW
Washington, DC 20001

(p): 202.662.9535

(f): 202.662.9634

March 9, 2012
via hand delivery

Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary

Office of the Secretary FILED/ACCEPTED
Federal Communications Commission

445 12t Street, SW, Room TW-A325 MAR -G 2019
Washington, DC 20554

Attn: CGB Room 3-B431 Oieof g S
Re: Niagara Ministries Request for Exemption from the

Commission’s Closed Captioning Rules

Case No. CGB-CC-0009

CG Docket No. 06-181
Dear Ms. Dortch:

Pursuant to the Commission’s Request for Comment, Telecommunications of the
Deaf and Hard of Hearing Inc. (TDI), the National Association of the Deaf (NAD), the
Deaf and Hard of Hearing Consumer Advocacy Network (DHHCAN), the Association
of Late-Deafened Adults (ALDA), and the Cerebral Palsy and Deaf Organization
(CPADO), collectively, “Consumer Groups,” respectfully submit this Opposition to the
petition of Niagara Ministries (“Niagara”) to exempt its programming from the
Commission’s closed captioning rules, 47 C.F.R. § 79.1 (2010).! Niagara has provided

insufficient information to demonstrate that it cannot afford to caption its

programming.

1 Public Notice, Request for Comment: Request for Exemption from Commission’s Closed
Captioning Rules, Niagara Ministries, Case No. CGB-CC-0009, CG Docket No. 06-181 (Feb.
8, 2012), http:/ / transition.fcc.gov/ Daily_Releases/Daily_Business/2012/db0208/DA-
12-162A1.pdf; Petition for Exemption from Closed Captioning Requirement for Niagara
Ministries, Case No. CGB-CC-0009, CG Docket No. 06-181 (Jan. 9, 2012),

http:/ /apps.fcc.gov/ecfs/document/ view?id=7021756104 [hereinafter Niagara Petition].
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Respe: mitied,

L7

Blake E. Reid, Esq.t
March 9, 2012

Counsel for Telecommunications for the
Deaf and Hard of Hearing, Inc.

Institute for Public Representation
Georgetown Law

600 New Jersey Ave. NW
Washington, DC 20001
202.662.9545
ber29@law.georgetown.edu

cc: Roger Holberg, Consumer &
Governmental Affairs Bureau
Traci Randolph, Consumer &
Governmental Affairs Bureau

Telecommunications for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing, Inc. (TDI)
/s/
Claude Stout, Executive Director * cstout@TDIforAccess.org
Contact: Jim House, CEPIN Outreach/Public Relations * jhouse@TDIforAccess.org
8630 Fenton Street, Suite 604, Silver Spring, MD 20910
301.589.3786
www.TDIforAccess.org

National Association of the Deaf (NAD)

/[s/
Howard Rosenblum, Chief Executive Officer * howard.rosenblum@nad.org
Contact: Shane Feldman, Chief Operating Officer * shane.feldman@nad.org
8630 Fenton Street, Suite 820, Silver Spring, MD 20910
301.587.1788
www.nad.org

Deaf and Hard of Hearing Consumer Advocacy Network (DHHCAN)
/s/

Cheryl Heppner, Vice Chair * CHeppner@nvrc.org

3951 Pender Drive, Suite 130, Fairfax, VA 22030

t Counsel thanks Georgetown Law student clinicians Allyn Ginns and Cathie Tong for
their assistance in preparing these comments.









CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
I, Niko Perazich, Office Manager, Institute for Public Representation, do hereby
certify that, on March 9, 2012, pursuant to the Commission’s aforementioned Public
Request for Comment, a copy of the foregoing Opposition was served by first class U.S.
mail, postage prepaid, upon the petitioner:

Niagara Ministries
2074 Lockport Rd.
Niagara Falls, NY 14304

Niko Perazich
March 9, 2012



