
 

 

In the Matter of Basic Service Tier Encryption Compatibility between Cable Systems & 
Consumer Electronics Devices 

 

As a consumer I write in opposition to industry plans for requiring standard encryption between 

cable systems and consumer electronics devices as I use devices like the Boxee Box and TV 

Tuners cards for my computer that lack digital encryption. If digital encryption becomes 

mandatory devices that lack digital encryption would become unusable and that’s not fair to 

consumers.  Furthermore while cable and satellite providers erect TV Everywhere and impose 

arbitrary data caps on users accessing rival online services like Netflix Watch Now that don’t 

require users to still pay for TV the good news is consumers do have some options like installing 

a TV antenna on their roof. This is still possible after the DTV transition provided the consumer 

gets a digital cable TV box. Obviously the government rebate program to get them for free or 

discounted prices may have ended but consumers can still get them – only the price may be 

higher. Also being able to access non TV Everywhere based online video services like Netflix 

Watch Now for streaming, Hulu Plus for streaming, Apple iTunes Store for purchasing and 

downloading music and TV Shows plus movies or rival music/video download stores is a plus 

for the consumer as I discuss in the first document of this filing. As a consumer I write in 

opposition to industry plans for requiring standard encryption between cable systems and 

consumer electronics devices as I use devices like the Boxee Box and TV Tuners cards for my 

computer that lack digital encryption. If digital encryption becomes mandatory devices that lack 
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