
 

Just as quality journalism is the lifeblood of democracy so too is communications. The ability to 
communicate in new ways including sending/receiving messages electronically in real time is 
too important for society to allow any entity to shutoff wireless service to silence dissent. That 
being said BART should be reprimanded for what it did. Traditionally while subways lack 
wireless access or any cellular service BART chose to offer said services and might try to use 
this fact as an excuse for why they have the right to suspend wireless services they voluntarily 
chose to offer. Nevertheless, unless there was a credible cyber security threat or other type of 
threat to public safety from violent protesters (with sufficient evidence) planning to use wireless 
services inside BART to communicate such actions should not be allowed.  Ample evidence 
alone would be insufficient and unacceptable in excusing said actions. Vague cyber security 
threats used to censor individual free speech and/or to spy on us through electronic surveillance 
means is not right. America is becoming a police state and that’s not right. 

Please sanction BART for violating the Telecom Act and prohibit any entity from trying to pull 
what BART did including BART so they can never do it again. Unreasonable searches and 
seizures in the post 9/11 world (thanks PATRIOT Act) are bad enough. In fact their 
unconstitutional and violate the due process clause of the Fourth Amendment. Do not allow civil 
liberties to further erode by granting BART an exemption from the law prohibiting wireless 
service blocking. Thank you for considering my comments. 


