
Verizon has enough spectrum! The sale of those 700 MHZ band classes A and 
B, are a cheap stunt to get the damn AWS deal approved. FCC should block 
this and force Verizon to use up their 700 MHZ licenses that THEY gobbled up 
back in 2008 or 2006 whenever they bought it. By doing this, it will ensure 
interoperability with smaller carriers and roaming deals as well! 
 
 
Recently FCC Wireless Chief Rick Kaplan met with T-Mobile executives 
according to an ex parte filing.  
On April 19, Humm and his lieutenants, including CTO Neville Ray, met at T-
Mobile's offices in Bellevue, Wash., with Rick Kaplan, the chief of the FCC's 
wireless bureau, according to the filing. "Representatives discussed the fact 
that, unlike T-Mobile and other wireless carriers, Verizon Wireless has not 
used its existing AWS spectrum in any way in the six years it has held the 
licenses, and that the instant transactions would add even more AWS 
spectrum to Verizon Wireless' unused spectrum inventory," the filing states. 
"They noted that given this dismal track record on utilization of its current 
AWS spectrum, it would make no sense, and would be inconsistent with the 
commission's charge to ensure that spectrum transfers serve the public 
interest, to allow Verizon to acquire additional AWS licenses, especially at 
this time of an industry-wide spectrum crunch." 

T-Mobile, which plans to use its own AWS spectrum to deploy LTE next year, 
urged the FCC to consider the fact that handing more AWS spectrum to 
Verizon would harm competitors looking to deploy LTE. They also noted that 
Verizon's proposed 700 MHz sale presents problems for the industry. T-
Mobile representatives "noted some of the problems with that spectrum in 
the near term, including a lack of a national footprint in what Verizon is 
offering, interference from adjacent high-powered broadcasters, and lack of 
equipment and interoperability with the rest of the 700 MHz band." 

FCC spokesman Neil grace said the agency did not have any comment on 
Verizon's proposed 700 MHz sale. 

Meanwhile, on Friday the Communications Workers of America told the FCC it 
should halt its 180-day nonbinding "shot clock" review of Verizon's plan to 
buy spectrum from Comcast, Time Warner Cable, Bright House Networks and 
Cox Communications for $3.9 billion. CWA said that the companies have 
failed to provide data the FCC has requested "in a manner that allows for 
meaningful review." 

Verizon's deals with the cable companies also include commercial 
agreements to resell each other's services. The companies have repeatedly 
argued that such deals fall outside the FCC's purview. "The companies are 
obstructing review of the deal by delaying the delivery of documents, 
providing documents with large segments redacted, delivering materials in 
unreadable file formats, hiding data behind various proprietary file formats, 
and burying relevant information in literally hundreds of thousands of 
documents," the CWA said. 

 



 
Furthermore, Verizon has sufficient AWS spectrum holdings already. T-
Mobile, which plans to use its own AWS spectrum to deploy LTE next year, 
urged the FCC to consider the fact that handing more AWS spectrum to 
Verizon would harm competitors looking to deploy LTE. They also noted that 
Verizon's proposed 700 MHz sale presents problems for the industry. T-
Mobile representatives "noted some of the problems with that spectrum in 
the near term, including a lack of a national footprint in what Verizon is 
offering, interference from adjacent high-powered broadcasters, and lack of 
equipment and interoperability with the rest of the 700 MHz band." 
 
 


