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Before the 
Federal Communications Commission 

Washington, D.C. 20554 

In the Matter of: 
 
Public Safety and Homeland Security Bureau 
Seeks Comment on Petition for Waiver of 
Rules Filed by the State of Maryland 
Requesting Permission to Operate Air-to-
Ground Radio Equipment on 700 MHz 
Secondary Trunking Channels 
 
 

) 
) 
) 
)    
)
) 
) 
)  

 
 
 
RM-11433 
 

COMMENTS OF 
THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF STATE EMS OFFICIALS 

 
 

 The National Association of State Emergency Medical Services Officials (NASEMSO)  

submits these Comments in response to the Commission Public Notice in the above-captioned 

proceeding.1  These comments support the petition for waiver submitted by the State of Maryland.  

The petition seeks to use 700 MHz band secondary trunking channels for public safety air-to-ground 

communications.  Use of these particular channels should help address Maryland’s operational 

requirement while avoiding interference to other neighboring public safety operations. 

 

The National Association of State Emeregnecy Medical Services Officials 

The National Association of State Emergency Medical Services Officials represents the 

directors, medical directors, trauma managers and other chief officials of statewide emergency medical 

services (EMS) systems in the 56 states and territories.  These officials not only lead and coordinate 

their statewide systems of emergency care, but are responsible for the legal credentialling of  their 

                                                 
1 Public Notice:  Public Safety and Homeland Security Bureau Seeks Comment on Petition for Waiver of Rules Filed by 
the State of Maryland Requesting Permission to Operate Air-to-Ground Radio Equipment on 700 MHz Secondary 
Trunking Channels, DA 12-602, released April 17, 2012. 
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EMS providers and services. 

NASEMSO Comments  

The State of Maryland, filed a petition waiver which seeks use of certain channels in the 700 

MHz public safety narrowband spectrum block for essential EMS and law enforcement 

communications during airborne operations. Availability of the requested 700 MHz band channels 

would also integrate these public safety airborne operations into the new Maryland First Responders 

Interoperable Radio System Team (Maryland FiRST) 700 MHz interoperable radio network.  

The airmedical system operated by the Maryland State Police is seamlessly integrated with, 

and coordinated by, Maryland’s state EMS system. The waiver would help Maryland improve that 

airmedical system by enhancing its communications capabilities.  The petition convincingly makes 

Maryland’s case for the waiver regarding these specific channels.  It demonstrates its benefit to EMS, 

public safety, and the public in general and its absence of harm to anyone.   NASEMSO, therefore, 

does not reiterate those points, so well stated in that record, here. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Randy Kuykendall 

President 

 


