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Power by Association" 

Re: Ex Parte Communication-In the Matter of Transition 
Process for 700 MHz Public Safety Broadband Waiver 
Recipients, PS Docket No, 12-94 

Dear Ms. Dortch: 

The Edison Electri c Institute ("EEl"), on behalf of its member companies hereby 
submits thi s Ex Parte Communication in support of the Comments of the Utilities 
Telecom Council ("UTC") fil ed on April 20, 20 12 in the above-referenced proceeding. I 
EEl agrees with UTC that the Commission should grant the pending waiver requests, 
including those by Nevada and Michigan, which propose sharing the network wi th 
utiliti es and other critical in fras tructures. 

EEl is an association of the United States investor-owned electric utilities and 
industry associates worldwide. Its U,S, members serve almost 95 percent of all 
customers served by the shareholder-owned segment of the U.S , industry, about 70 
percent of all electric ity customers, and generate about 70 percent of the electricity 
del ivered in the U,S. EEl frequent ly represents its U.S, members before Federal 
agencies, cOUl1s, and Congress in matters of common concern, and has fi led comments 
before the Commission in various proceedings affecting interests of its members, The 
electri c utiliti es represented by EEl use a vari ety of networks, including wi red and 
wireless, licensed and unlicensed, private and commercial , fixed and mobile, broadband 
and narrowband and, as a consequence, are in fact among thi s country's largest use rs of 
broadband communications networks and services. 

As the Commiss ion has noted in The National Broadband Plan ("NBP") 
"[b]roadband and advanced communications infrastructure will play an important role in 
achieving national goals of energy independence and effi ciency, ,,2 The Commission, 
recognizing this critical ro le that utility communications play in both this nation's security 
and its economy, urged in Recommendation 12.4 of the NBP that Congress: 

1 COllllllel1lS oflhe V lililies TelecolII COllncil (filed April 20, 20 12) ("UTC Commen!s"), 
:1: Fed. Commc'ns Comm'n, Connecting America: The Nalional Broadband Plan 257 (20 10), avai lab le at 
http://w\Vw.broadband.gov/download-plan [National Broadband Plan]. 



should consider amending the Communications Act to enable utilities to use the 
public safety wireless broadband network in the 700MHz band, subordinated to 
the communications of Section 337-defined public safety services. Jurisdictions 
that are licensees or lessees of the public safety 700MHz broadband spectrum 
should be allowed to enter into agreements with utilities on uses and priorities. At 
the sole discretion of the public safety licensee, utilities should also be able to 
purchase services on a public safety network, contribute capital funds and 
infrastructure or even be the operator of a joint network. 3 

The Congress essentially adopted the Commission's recommendation in various 
sections of the Spectrum Act.4 As a result, there is no need, and moreover it would be 
inappropriate, to deny waiver requests, such as Nevada or Michigan, at this time because 
they are in compliance with the spirit of the Spectrum Act. Further, as UTC noted, the 
commission has already determined the Waiver Recipients must deploy systems 
consistent with the Commission's 700 MHz interim operability rules and will have time 
to comply with any rules proposed by the Interoperability Board and approved by the 
Commission.5 
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4 See e.g. Middle Class Tax ReHefand Job Creation Act of2012, Pub L. No. 112-96, 126 Stat. 156 (2012) §620S. 
S UTC Comments at 4-5. 


