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JOINT MOTION TO HOLD COMMENT CYCLE IN ABEYANCE 
 

Petitioners DIRECTV, LLC, DISH Network L.L.C., and the Satellite Broadcasting and 

Communications Association and respondent the City of Chicago hereby request that the 

Commission hold the comment cycle in the above-captioned proceeding in abeyance pending 

resolution of a parallel proceeding involving the City of Philadelphia.  

The Petition in this proceeding alleges that changes recently enacted to the Chicago 

Zoning Ordinance (the “Ordinance”) are preempted by the statute and the Commission’s 

implementing rules governing over-the-air reception devices (the “OTARD rules”).1 This 

proceeding involves issues very similar to those raised by Petitioners with respect to 

Philadelphia.2  Petitioners and respondent both  believe that resolution of the Philadelphia 

                                                 

1  Telecommunications Act of 1996, Pub. L. 104-104, 110 Stat. 56 (1996) § 207; 47 C.F.R. § 1.4000. 

2  See Satellite Broadcast and Communications Association Petition for Declaratory Ruling Regarding 
Application of the Over-the-Air Reception Device Rule to Certain Provisions of the Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania Code, CSR-8541-O (filed Oct. 26, 2011) (“Philadelphia Petition”). 



proceeding will narrow, if not resolve entirely, the issues in this proceeding.  Holding the 

comment cycle in this proceeding in abeyance pending resolution of that one will thus 

substantially reduce the burden on the Commission and the parties alike.3   

Accordingly, the parties hereby request that the Commission hold the comment cycle in 

this proceeding in abeyance pending resolution of the Philadelphia proceeding.  Specifically, the 

parties request the date two weeks after the date upon which the Bureau or Commission releases 

an order on the merits of that proceeding be treated as the date upon which the Commission 

released its Public Notice4 in this one for purposes of the comment cycle—i.e., Comments would 

be due 30 days after that date, and replies would be due 15 days later.5 The two weeks will give 

all parties the opportunity to review said order and, if and as they find appropriate, potentially 

modify their positions.   

  

                                                 
3  All parties understand that holding this proceeding in abeyance does not affect the automatic stay of 

Chicago’s Ordinance issued by the Commission.  See Letter from John Norton to Lisa Volpe McCabe 
(April 23, 2012).   

4  Public Notice, DA 12-663 (rel. Apr.  26, 2012).  

5  47 C.F.R. § 1.4000(e).   
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