
Firstly, I am concerned with the lack of reflection of local culture and the arts; the complete lack of any

local news, especially with regard to City, County and State legislative or local ordinance

developments or calls for public comment, and no coverage of city council/county commission

meetings; the dependence on national conservative-only talk programs, with no sense of opposing

views, and out-of-market, 'piped-in' music shows, all as a 'cookie cutter' approach to pure revenue-

generating 'critical mass; I am concerned and dismayed to find the FCC allowing Clear Channel

Communications to own and operate all 6 of the Charlotte County, Florida-licensed radio stations, five

of them in Port Charlotte, with the sixth licensed to Charlotte Harbor, yet operated as a part of the

Fort Myers market-group. Hence, we've no competing radio operator in Charlotte County, Florida. As

a result of this approach, these radio stations offer 'live' programming on but 3 of these stations, and

depending upon the station, this is mainly during the 7-9, 6-9 or 6-10AM, Monday through Friday

drive time, with no live programming on any of these outlets on Saturday or Sunday, following Friday

morning, until Monday morning.

 

When did we as citizens abdicate our right, as owners of the U.S. airwaves, to permit such an

unwarranted, irresponsible and carefree use of a national community and sovereign resource, to the

likes of these corporations, who continue to down-size and centralize operations, to the point of

ridiculous arbitrary non-community service, all in the name of making richer the holders and supposed

'custodians of the airwaves'? If this state of AMERICAN RADIO is allowed to persist, we are all in

trouble! The author was right: 'Rich Media, Poor Democracy'...yet another poor commentary on the

state of our country and continuing developments.

 

We need LPFM, even if it is only a bone to be thrown to the people. Shame on the U.S. Congress for

allowing this travesty, following the Telecomm Act of 1996! Regardless of the Internet, why have we

given the 'magic' medium over to the meglomaniacal money-mongers? I say give more power to the

FCC to truly monitor and police these owner/operators and preserve our rights as citizens to access

our 'free-air' broadcast spectrum. In the meantime, LOW POWER TO THE PEOPLE!...if this is what

is left us.

 

Last year, Congress passed the Local Community Radio Act, directing the FCC to expand community

radio. But in many cities and towns across the country, there is simply no room for new Low Power

FM (LPFM) community radio stations under the current FCC rules. In urban areas, the demand for

community radio is much greater than the number of channels  available.

 

Fortunately, Congress authorized the FCC to grant special waivers allowing LPFM stations in more

locations, as long as these stations don't cause interference to neighboring stations. These second

adjacent frequency waivers would permit LPFM stations to use the same engineering standards that

other FM radio services have used for years.

 



Using these modern engineering rules would open up hundreds of channels for community radio

across the country. But incumbent broadcasters are trying to keep communities off the dial,

demanding that LPFM stations play by different rules than their own stations enjoy.

 

Please give community radio a chance to thrive. As long as new stations won't cause interference, all

LPFM applicants should be able to use second adjacent frequency waivers.

 

 

 

Respectfully,

Guy L. Keating

Port Charlotte FL


